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PREFACE. 


Tur conſiderable advantages ariſing 
from the Eaſt India Eſtabliſhment, and 
the vaſt acquiſitions derived from our 
late conqueſt of the Myſore Country, 
muſt render the Memoirs of Tiepoo 
SULTAUN an intereſting Narrative=—a 
leſſon too, worthy the contemplation of 
every perſon ; as it ſets forth, in lively 
colours, the fall of Ambition and the 
juſt reward of Pride. This Hiſtory, 
though conciſe, contains many curious 
entertaining Anecdotes, and faithful 
deſcriptions of the ſeveral remarkable 
countries of Myſore, hitherto unnoticed 
by other Writers. | 


A 2 No 


— we — er I error gets ned AS 
. * 


* 


* * 
* * i 
- 3? 
LY 
8 ＋—— ̃ —— ——̃ů— ———— — —— en Pe 
* * " 1 
 —_ l x g 
- Mc. F 0 a * * ho 
* - — —. 

ny 


— _ 


32 
— e 


— 


* 
— Sor — —ä — eas. — 
1 * 
— — 


— 


8 


Iv PREFA CE. 


No Account of this Extraordinary 
Character having been offered to the 
Public, except a voluminous Hiſtory of 
the War in 1792, it is preſumed that 
this Volume, uniting all the chief Oc- 
currences of his Life, muſt be highly 
acceptable to the Lovers of Biography. 
The Work, we truſt, bears ſufficient 
= teſtimony of its own authenticity; bur, 
= as a fuller aſſurance, the reader is re- 
| ſpectfully informed, that it comes from 
the Pen, which was the firſt to announce 
to Great Britain our late glorious Victory 
at Seringapatam. 
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Education of Tippo1—His reſpect for learned men. 
s Admired by the women— Review of the Maho- 
= rmran potber in Myſore, and the Engliſh eſtabliſb- 
ment at Bengal - Enmity between Hyder and the 
Mahrattas—Views of the Bengal Directors 
Herſm of Tippoo when erghteen years of Age 
Mabhrattas at war with the Engliſh and Hyder 
Aly - Covernor Haſtings's political meaſures. 


ACCORDING to the manners of the 
Eaſt, the great and deſpotic uſurper Hyder 
Ally Cawn made it his firſt care to engrave on 
the mind of his ſon Tippoo Saib, the general 
| B quali- 
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2 MEMOIRS OF | | 
qualifications. of Indian Chiefs---ambition and ; 
ferocity. The uſe of warlike inſtruments is 
there eſteemed the firſt part of education; 
cruelty too often miftaken for heroiſm, and 
impetuoſity for magnanimity. Tippoo gave 
early proofs of all theſe Indian virtues, and 
was always admitted into his father's councils. 
He was ftill partial to the company of learned 
men, and had among his privy counſellors a 
| Bramin of confiderable genius, whoſe produc- 
= tions were hoarded up in the royal archives. 
=_ He was alſo as much attached to women as 
his father, for every leifure hour was ſpent 
| _ with a miſtreſs; and at theſe intervals Tippoo 
3 | diſcovered much gaiety and gallantry, which 
_ | - are there eſteemed ſure indications: of future 
| greatneſs the character of an amoriſt being 
13 ſuppoſed to approach that of the hero, as it is 
I always believed that love and valour are united. 
The braveſt hero, as he is there called, but 

vrhat we ſhould term the greateſt deſpot, is al- 

ways the moſt beloved among the ladies, and 

as Tippoo had ſome favourites among the 

women, thaſe part:al embraces created much 

envy and jealouſy. He had ſeveral illegitimate IW 

EL children. He was ever careful that puniſh- 
| 3 ment 
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TIPPOO SULTAUN, - "3 
ment ſhould be duly exerciſed, which indeed 
was abſojutely neceffary to preſerve regularity ; 
though it has been aſſerted by fome hifto- 
rians, that the inhabitants of Myſore are a 
quiet, harmleſs race, but I have witneſſed the 
contrary, I have found them in general am- 
bitious, diſhoneſt and cruel, ſome few except- 
ed, whoſe ſympathetic hearts ſeemed to revolt 
at the cruel and vindictive meaſures of their 
— chiefs. 


. The Mahometan power in Myſore was 
LS wholly. founded by Hyder. The events which 
it | fed to his eftabliſhment as an independent po- : 
0 tentate were nearly coeval with the revolutions 
bon in Bengal, which ended in the acquiſition of 
1 the Dewannes by the company, and in effect 
g gave us the dominion of a rich, fertile, and 
is | populous territory. Our aggrandizement 
d. ſprung out of the weakneſs of the Megul 
at Empire, which in conſequence of fucceſhve in- 
1 vaſions from the ſide of Perſia, had been bro- 
d Kken in pieces, all the viceroys and governors 
1e aſſuming independence in their ſeveral provin- 
ä ces and diſtricts, and exhauſting their ſtrength 
te in mutual contentions. . But the fame circum- 
i= WF 801 Hftances which now invaded us had long before 
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Tacy of the Mahrattas, to extend their con- 
-queſts internally from the northern circars of 
the Nizam, on the coaſt of Coromandel, to the 
.confines of Agra and Delhi, and acroſs from 
ſea to ſea from the gulphs of Cambay to the 
bay of Bengal. From their geographical ſitu- 
ation, in the centre of the peninſula, they preſſed 
With a compact and conſolidated force againſt 
the divided relies of the Mahometan Empire, 
with which they were ſurrounded. To the go- 
vernment of Bengal they were peculiarly an 
object of jealouſy and alarm: ſince, under an 
old grant from the Court of Delhi, they aſſert- 
ed a claim to the receipt of chout, or a tribute 
of one- fourth part from the revenues of that 
province. This had been enforced by them 
with an immenſe army of cavalry, that pillaged 
all the frontier diſtricts of Bengal for ten ſuc- 
ceſſive years, in the time of Aliverdy Than. 
. The internal embarraſſments of their own go- 
1 vernment at length obliged them to deſiſt, 
J but the ground of their demand they had 
never abandoned. 
Theſe circumſtances ſeemed to point out an 
obvious policy. It was our intereſt to preſerve 
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aſſiſted the great Hindoo power, the confede- 


all 


4. 
1 


IE 
F 


IOO SULTAIN. = Þ 


all the conterminous ſoubahdars and nabobs 


in ſuch a ſtate as to form a barrier againſt the 
common enemy, the Mahrattas. To have ob- 
tained that ſecurity for the peace of our own 
poſſeſſions, we ſhould have employed all our 
good offices. Hyder Ally, more eſpecially, 
was qualified to have been at the head of ſuch 
a ſyſtem. He had raiſed himſelf on the ruin 
of an ancient dynaſty of Hindoo kings. While 
he poſſeſſed but a ſmall part of Myſore, in the 
character of Regent, the progreſs of his fortunes 
was eppoſed by the Mahrattas. They be- 
ſieged him in the fortreſs of Bangalore, but he 
repulſed them, and after he became maſter of 
the whole kingdom, retaliated upon them the 
injuries which they had done him. He was 
daily enlarging his bounds at their expence. 

The Court of Directors clearly faw, and in 
their diſpatches marked out the track which 
their ſervants ſhould adhere to, as appears from 
the following extract, the policy of which Lord 
Cornwallis fo faithfully purſued. 


General Letterito Bengal, June 30, 1769. 


Par. 3. In ſeveral of our letters ſince we 
have been engaged as principals in the polities 
B 3 9 
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MEMOIRS OF 
of India, and particularly during the laſt two 
or three years, we have given our opinion 
that the moſt prudent ſyſtem we could purſue, 
and the moſt likely to be attended with a per- 
manent ſecurity to our poſſeſſions, would be to 
incline to thoſe few chiefs of Hindoſtan who 
yet preſerve an independence of the Mahratta 
power, and are in a condition to ſtruggle with. 
them; for, ſo long as they are able to keep 
up that ſtruggle, the acquiſitions of the Com- 
pany will run no riſk of diſturbances.“ 

Par. 4. The Rohillas, the Gauts, the 
Nabob of the Decan, and the Myſore Chief, 
have each in their turn kept the Mahrattas in 
action, and we wiſh them ſtill to do it; it is 
therefore 20:th great concern we ſee the war con- 
tinuing with Hyder, and a probability of a rup- 
ture with Sujah Dowla and Nizam Ally. In 
ſuch wars we have every thing to loſe and no- 
thing to gain, for ſuppoſing our operations to 
be attended with the utmoſt ſucceſs, and our 
enemies reduced to our mercy, we can only 
wiſh to ſee them reſtored to the condition 


from which they ſet out, that is, to ſuch a 


degree of force and independence as may enable 
them 
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them ſtill to keep up the conteſt with. the Mah- 
rattas and with each other.“ 


However, the influence of the Nabob of 
Arcot over the preſidency of Madras was well 
known, and he was the inveterate enemy of 
Hyder Ally. At once to gratify his ambition 
and emulate the late ſplendid acquiſitions on 
the Banks of the Ganges, the Preſident and 
Council, about the year 1767, entered on a 
plan of obtaining the Soubahdarry of the De- 
can for the Nabob of Arcot, and of reinſtating 
the royal family of Myſore under the protection 


of the ſame Nabob and the Engliſh. This was: 


met by a counter treaty. of partition between 
Hyder and the Nizam. A war enſued. Beaten 
on the field, Hyder ſtill had the addreſs to baffle 
all our operations, by avoiding a general; en- 
gagement, and intercepting our convoys, 
while his ſon Tippoo, then a youth of sighicen, 
at the head of a conſiderable detachment of | 
horſe, ſurpriſed the town, and almoſt carried the 
fort of Madras. After one campaign a treaty 
was concluded with the Nizam; and it was 

made an expreſs ſtipulation that he ſhould join 


in puniſhing his late ally as a rebel and uſur- 
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per; While, for a diſtrict formerly wreſted by: 
Hyder from the Nizam, and now ceded to the 


Engliſh by the latter, the Engliſh agreed to 
pay chout to the Mahrattas. But we were 
ſaved the payment of this chout, for we never 
were able to get poſſeſſion of the lands, and 


the next year the rebel and uſurper dictated a 


peace to the Englith at the gates of Madras. 


The diſgrace which we had thus ſuffered, 
ſeems to have made a deeper impreſſion on 
our. mnds than the moderation with which 
Hyder ufed his advantage. Nor did the Na- 
bob of Arcot ceaſe to employ all his influence 
to inflame our animoſity. The treaty fixed the 
rate at which aſſiſtance was to be mutually af-- 
forded : Hyder often applied, when he was at- 


tacked by the Mahrattas, but the Company 


not being poſitively bound by the letter of 
treaty, no aid was ever given. During ten 
years of peace he was more and more alienated / 


from the Engliſh. 


In the year 1779 an extraordinary Gimect 


commenced. The Mahrattas were at war 


both with the Engliſh and the Chief of Myſore. - 
They were inclined to an accommodation with 
the former, in hopes of gaining their affiſtance: 
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for the ruin of Hyder Ally. On his part he 
propoſed a treaty of cloſer amity with the Eng- 
liſh. We declined both, and ſuch was the in- 
fatuated conduct of the Preſidency of Madras, 
though diſapproved by the ſupreme government 
of Bengal, that the Nizam at the ſame time 
was ſo exaſperated by them, as to project and 
form the great league between three powers 
the moſt rootedly hoſtile, himſelf, Hyder Ally, 
and the different members of the Mahratta 
confederacy; among whom may be reckoned 
on this occaſion, the Rajah of Bezar. We 
now once more ſmarted under the vengeance. 
of Hyder.. He again invaded the Carnatic, 
deſolating the country before him, and carrying: 
fire, ſword, and famine to the gates of Madras. 
Upon him therefore as our moſt formidable 
antagoniſt, all our indignation was turned; and 
preſſed as Mr. Haſtings was in 1780, by the 
complicated difficulties of the war (ſo preſſed, 
as to purchaſe the neutrality of Bezar with a. 
large ſum of money, which, on. whatever pre- 
tence it may have been paid, was received un- 
der the name of chout from Bengal) he yet 


= urged it as a neceſſary, condition of peace with 


the Mahrattas, that they ſhould join their 
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MEMOTRS or 

troops with ours, for the extirpation of their 
confederate and partner of the war, But they 
rejected the propoſition with ſtrong language 


of diſdain: „Would not this (they ſaid) 


fix the ſtamp of infamy upon us for ever? 
would any prince, for generations to come, ever 
after aſſiſt or unite with the peſhwah?” At 
the ſame time they regretted the loſs of the 
former opportunity, „which would not have 
left a trace of Hyder; and they hinted further, 
that as for the ſake of appearances a pre- 
tence was neceſſary, they would conſult and. 
find out ſome: accuſation againſt him the firſt 
opportunity. And ſubject to this mental re- 
ſervation, this ſecret” underſtanding, inimical 
to Hyder, was the treaty with the Mahrattas 
ultimately concluded. The Governor Ge- 
neral, in a ſhort ſet of inſtructions to Mr. 
Anderſon, one of his negociators, recurred no- 


leſs than three times on the topic of Hyder 
Ally. This was the burthen of all We 
want nothing of the Mahrattas, but their aſſiſt- 


ance againſt Hyder.“ In decency, he admit - 


ted, they could not make a poſitive engagement 
to this effect, . But prevail upon them (added 
he) to invade his dominions ; z pretexts will not. 


be 
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from the Preſidency of Madras, had profeſſed 


TIPPOO sUIT Aux. = 
be wanting when they ſhall-perceive the e 
of making conqueſts upon him.“ 


- Hitherto the Myſore Chief, while he com- 
plained of the treatment which he received 


much reſpect for our other preſidencies and the 
Engliſh nation in general; but on the publica- 
tion of our violent declarations againſt him (for 
Mr. Haſtings himſelf publiſhed them in the 
Eaſt, with his nafrative of the inſurrection of 4 
the Benares) he could not be blind to our plots 
for his deſtruction, and therefore became an 
ow enemy. 
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"on of Hyder 40 far his ſen I ar with G 
| ; verner Haſtings— Hyder diſappainted by France. 
. — ſucceſs of his ſuppoſed brather-in-law, 

14 Sad dos Cawn—Hyder's conguefts—Fraud and 
= © ſources of wealth—Succeſs of. Tippoo on the 
. Bauks of Coler:on through M. Lally —Lally $ 
 humanily—Deſcription of. Seringapatam—Pro- 
.. ceedings of Hyder and bis allies —T realy UM 
, peace between the Engliſh and Mabrattas—De- 
feat and Retreat of Tippao—Vexation and Ulineſs 
ef Hyder—His death and character Tombs 


of himſelf and Jamily—Palaces, and the city of 
Bednore. 


— 
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WIN Hyder Ally and the Mahrattas in- 
volved the Englith Preſidencies in war, Tippoo 
was a Chief actor, being of a moſt active na- 
ture and ever ambitious of adventure; he was 
encouraged; no doubt by his father, who ſpur- 
red him on with large promiſes in caſe of ſuc- 
ceſs, having it in view to take Madras, depoſe 
the Nabob of Arcot, and place his ſon in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Carnatic, Great as the wealth 


and 


TIPPOO sLTAUN. 195 


and revenue of Bengal were, they proved in- 
ſufficient to ſupply the expences of this war. 
New ſources were accordingly ſought, and as 
uſual the weak and wealthy were doomed to 
adminiſter to the wants of the ſtrong and war- 
like. The proſecution of theſe means of ſuꝑ- 


plies. introduced much calamity into. Benares, 


and involved Mr. - Haſtings, then Governor- 

General, in a new war, at about 600 miles: 

diſtance from the ſeat of his government. 
France had for ſome time, at an immenſe- 


expence, been collecting a great force in her 


African iſlands, and all India was in expec- 
tation of the mighty blow which ſhe was to 
give, and whieh it was ſuppoſed would have 
proved fatal to the Britiſh. intereſts in that. 
quarter of the globe. It was in this idea Hyder 
Ally firſt ventured to invade the Carnatic, and it 
was upon the ſame principle that notwithſtand- 
ing his repeated defeats, he ſtill rejected every 
overture that could be madeè tending to an ac- 
commodation. / Probably all the aid he deſi- 
red from France (excepting ſome artillery and 
engineers) was a ſufficient naval force to cruth 
that of the Engliſh, for he was little diſpoſed 
to place any great confidence in the ſervices, of 
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14 MEMOIRS or 
the French, or indeed of any European army 
in India; all he valued was their military know- 
ledge and fkill,. as officers and engineers, for 
he did not wiſh that France or any other foreign. 
nation ſhould retain any kind of inland deere 
in the country. | 

Hyder's patience was 8 extictaſied with 
the long delay of France to fulfil her engage-- 
ments, while he was alone expoſed to: all the 
rigors of a dangerous war. But more greatly 
was he diſappointed, while indeed all India was 
aſtoniſned, when it was known that the French 
fleet, notwithſtanding a conſiderable ſuperiority 
of force, would not venture to attack the Eng- 
iſh in the open road of Madras, but on the 
eontrary purſue the enemy where they were far 
ſuperior to them, and in a hard fought battle 
encountering other diſadvantages, beſides a ſu- 
periority of force, leave the — to reer 
undetermined.. 

Hyder Ally, who had kitherts ety 
inveſted TFellicherry on the Malabar coaſt, 
through deſpondency and depreſſion on account. 
of theſe recent diſappointments, was now al- 
moſt inclined to abandon that ſettlement... This 


__ was preſerved by Sir Edward. Hughes, by 


a blockade, 
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4 blockade, and Major Abingdon having ar- 
rived from Bombay with à confiderable rein- 
forcement of troops, a vigorous ' attempt was 
made to diſlodge the enemy. Saddos Cawn, 
ho commanded for Hyder Ally, retired with: 
his family and the beſt part of his army into a 
ſtrong fortified houſe, of a ſingular conſtruc- 
tion, it being ſcooped into the fide of a hill, 
and the walls formed of a living rock. Here 
they made an obſtinate defence, but after great 
flaughter' this place was at length forced, and 
an inner receſs, which though wonderfully 
ſtrong and ſo contrived: as to be bomb proof, 
was not ſufficient to ſave Saddos Cawn (who. 
was ſeverely wounded) and his family from 
being taken priſoners. 6 
The European gazettes eee repre- 
ſented this man (Saddos Cawn) as brother- in- 
law to Hyder Ally Cawn, on account of a ſiſter. 
of his being in the prince's ſeraglio; but this 
is a kind of connection not at all conſidered 
as conſtituting any fuch degree of affinity. 
Hyder was much grieved at this defeat, as 
the communications of the country were not 
only opened, but the enemy baniſhed for ſe-- 


vera} miles on each ſide of Tellicherry. He 
was 
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was alſo alarmed at the formidable appearance 
of the Engliſh in that quarter, from its vicinity 
to the rich kingdoms of Canara and Myſore, 
which were the great ſources of his wealth and 
power.  Hyder's poſſeſſions on the Malabar 
Coaſt had been partly acquired by conqueſt 
and partly by fraud, therefore the Nairs who 
were the native princes and nobility,. and who, 
had ſuffered the moſt in the ineffectual ſtruggle; 
for the preſervation of their ancient rights, 
and liberties, which till then had been unvio- 
lated, were nn diſaffected to his go- 
vernment. 

Hyder's loſs on tlie Malabar Coaſt was ſoon; 
retrieved by Tippoo's ſucceſs on the Banks 
of the Coleroon. Having with vigilant atten- 
tion diſcovered the ſituation of Col. Braith- 
waite, who lay there with a detachment, Tip- 
poo (who had been wonderfully ſucceſsful in 
former attacks, eſpecially one upon Colonel, 
Baillie) was now ſtimulated to purſue other 
enterpriſes. In this expedition he was accom- 
panied by Monſ. Lally and 400 French, hav- 
ing 20, ooo in his own army, the greater part 
of whom were cavalry. With theſe he ſud - 


denly ſurrounded Braithwaite's forces, who, 


Were. 
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were unprepared for the unexpected attack. 
During twenty- fix hours of three days, an un- 
remitting fire of cannon and ſmall arms were 
ſupported on both ſides. The Britiſh com- 


mander and his officers (the former of whom, 


though ſeverely wounded, could not be pre- 
vailed upon to leave the place of action) were 
not the leaſt Vdaunted or diſcompoſed, 
through the ſuddenneſs of the attack. Tip- 
poo's deſign, in which he doubted not of fuc- 


ceſs, was, by a violent cannonade; to ſcatter the 


Britiſh forces, and then ruſhing impetuouſly* 
on the cavalry, deſtroy the whole: but the? 
Britiſh ſepoys, ftill retaining their order and 
firmneſs, defeated” his purpoſe, and Tippoo 
after repeated attacks, was diſappointed of all 
his ſanguine hopes. M. Lally then advanced 
uVith a body of Europeans, againſt the poor 
Wocaried ſepoys, who were then incapable of 


ſupporting another vigorous attack: a dreadful” 
carnage enſued, and the freſh army naturally 
prevailed. 


To the praiſe and honour of M. Lally be it 
remembered, that he iſſued immediate orders 


9 to ſtop the carnage; the infantry readily obeyed, 


but the cavalry being obſtinate, he haſtened 
perſonally, 


. os 
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perſonally,.and with apparent danger to reſtrain 
their fury, and in this noble exertion, five of 
them fell by his own hand. He alſo prevailed 
upon Tippoo to commit the priſoners to his 
own. charge, and behaved to them with! the 
utmoſt care and tenderneſs. Some of the 
gallant Britiſh: officers, notwithſtanding, Who 
were all wounded except one, were doomed: 

to ſuffer the miſeries of a cruel and tedious: 
impriſonment. in Seringapatam. 

Seringapatam (the capital of Tippoo's family 
in the Myſore kingdom) lies on the Malabar 
eoaſt, between Kabye and Goa, ſurrounded. 
with rocks and Water, and therefore deemed a 
ſecure reſidence. Hyder was the firſt who en- 
riched this iſland, and Tippoo conſiderably im 
proved it. The beſt and ſhorteſt road from the 
Malabar coaſt is that which leads through the 
Coorga country. There is. a ſafer conveyance 
by water from our ſeveral ſea- ports. | 

This place is ſeated on an iſland about four 
miles long and a mile and a half broad, form- 
ed by a diviſion of the river Cavery, which 
flows around it in two diſtinct channels. The 
fort is built on the weſtern extremity of. the 
Hand, where the Cavery commences its ſepa- 


ration. 


* 
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ration. On the eaſtern extremity, where the 
* Cavery reunites its divided waters, ſtands the 
1 Laul Baug, or the royal garden, of which I 
Y | ſhall ſpeak hereafter. Formerly, a large and 
4 handſome town occupied the whole ſpace be- 


tween the fort and the Laul Baug, except a 


2 S ſmall garden ſituated on the northern branch 
of the Cavery which is called the Dowler Baug, 


or rajah's garden. The greateſt part of this 
town was deſtroyed before the approach of the 
Confederate ' Armies, in order to make room 
for batteries to defend the iſland, one portion 
of it only being ſuffered to remain, of about half 
a mile ſquare, for the accommodation of the 
merchants and the convenience of the troops. 


This is called the pettah of Shahir Gangam: 


it is ſurrounded by a ſtrong mud wall, not 
very diſtant from the great garden. It is ne- 
ceſſary likewiſe-to obſerve, that on both ſides 
of the two branches of the Cavery, out of the 
iſland, à cogſiderable extent of ground is occu- 
pied by a bound-hedge, intended to mark the 
limits of the capital, and to afford a kind of 
aſylum te the people of the neighbouring 
country in caſe of any hoſtile incurſion. The 
encloſure beyond the ſouthern branch of the 
Cavery 
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Cavery was filled with inhabitants, but that 
beyond the northern entirely occupied by the 
Myſorean chief's army. Within this latter 
encloſure, which is in ſome ſpace covered in 
part by a wide canal and by the winding of the 
Lackany river, ſix large redoubts had been 
conſtructed on high en for the ſecurity of 
the iſland. | 
The buildings conſiſt of brick and ſiorie and 
are very elegant; the men in general healthy 
and robuſt; the women more delicate, but 
ſtrong and well made. They are fond of 
ornaments; and commonly wear white looſe: 
garments tied round the middle. The firſt- 
born of twins are from ſuperſtitious motives: 
thrown. into the ſea, and agreeable to the 
Hindoo- cuſtom there are ſeveral faithful wives 
here who voluntarily ſacrifice their lives on the 
demiſe of their huſbands. The place is pro- 
ductive of various fruits, roots, rice, &c.. 
Fhe poorer claſs live chiefly on ric nd fiſh, 
their meat being lean and unwholeſome. 
They have ſeveral elephants and bullocks, and 
a: great deal of wealth. obtained; chiefly by plun- 
der from the Myſorean dominions. Myſore 
fell into the hands of Hyder Ally Cawn about 
; the 
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it 8 | the year 1763, Bednore between 1763-5, Soon- | 
© da in 1764, Malabar in 1765-6, Barah Mhal 1 
* | in 1764-5, the petty ſtates of Hindoo Rajahs 
n and of Purſeram Bhow in 1774-7, Carnatic Be- 
© lagout Bejapoory in 1776, Carnatic Belagout 
oy 2 | Hydrabady 1776-9. 'Tippou on bis acceſſion 
f. to the throne, added Adoni, Sanore, Koorke, 

and Anagoondy. This ambitious prince, 

aq who was juſtly called the Tyrant of the Eaft, 4 
4 inherited ſovereign ſway over a tract of country 1 
* comprehending a ſpace of not leſs than 80, ooo 
f ſquare geographical miles, yielding a clear 
6 annual revenue of about three million ſterling, 
after deducting all curſory expences; and 
s: peopled by upwards of fix millions of inhabr- 
e tants, including for the defence of the whole 
8 about one hundred and thirty five thouſand 
E7 1 | well-diſciplined troops, together with a ſtand 
— 1 ing militia, very near one hundred and eighty. 
4 3 | thouſand men, under various denominations. 
5 b | The natives of Seringapatam are particularly 
: : | tenacious of their religion, and will not mix a= 
Ii BE with thoſe of oppoſite opinions; theſe contrary 1A 
- opinions have been attended with much effuſion 1 
a of blood. Notwithſtanding this place abounds 
2 in wealth, thoſe who are high in office are the 
: | only 
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only perſons in affluence. Monopoly was Hy- 
der's delight, and Tippoo imbibed this churlith 
principle from his father. 

f Tippoo's ſucceſs on the Eolerown totally 1 
diſconcerted Sir Eyre Coote's plan for the con- 
duct of the campaign; all the ſouthern pro- 
vinces were now open to the enemy, and a 
body of Hyder's troops joined ſome French 
forces who landed at Pondicherry, under the 
command of M. Duchemin. The combined 
enemy beſieged and took both Cuddalore and 
Permacoil. They then meditated on jointly 
attacking Vandiwaſh. Sir Eyre Coote haſtened 
to its proteCtion, and holding a council of war, 
laid before them his own ideas, and the plan 
he had formed in order to draw the enemy from 
his prefent ftrong poſt to immediate action. 
The plan being approved of, he directed his 
courſe to Arnee, in the ſtrong fortreſs of which 
all Hyder's great magazines were depoſited, 
which menœuvre ſucceeded; for Hyder who 
had abandoned his camp and retired to a ſe- 
cure poſition in the Red Hills, now immedi- 
ately left it and marched to the relief of 
Arnee. In this battle, June 2, 1782, Hyder 


was routed and purſued till night, but the want 
of 


5 
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of cavalry on one ſide, and the abundance of 
ith Wi 


it on the other, prevented the grand effects of 
victory. Hyder, though defeated and obliged 
to fly, ſtill remained unconquered, and was 


1 ever formidable and dangerous. In leſs than 
a week after the battle, a body of his choſen 


cavalry found means to draw the Britiſh grand 
guard into an ambuſcade, and cut them entirely 
off before they could be ſupported by the army. 
At this time both theſe great commanders, 
Sir Eyre Coote and Hyder Ally were taken ill. 
Though they equally eſcaped the dangers of the 
field, their lives were no doubt ſacrificed to this 
contention. Hyder was a much younger man, 
and poſſeſſed an uncommonly vigorous and 
robuſt conſtitution, yet a ſeries of unexpected 
difficulties and diſappointments preyed upon 
his firm mind, and put his ſtrong conſtitution 
to the teſt, His proſpects were every day be- 
coming more unfavourable, and affairs now 
ſeemed to be rapidly tending to a crifis. He 
had been able to bring deſolation and ruin on 
the Carnatic, but with all his power and ex- 
ertions, failed in his greater purpoſes. He long 
conſidered the Englith as the only effective ob- 
ſtacles to the vaſt deſigns which he had formed 
in 
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in India. His ambition not only ſoared to the 


"reſtoration of the Mogul Empire and its eſta- 


bliſhment in his ſamily; but he confided . 
in his own ability, for laying it out upon a 


more extenſive ſcale, and fixing it upon ſtronger 
and more permanent foundations than thoſe 
upon which it had been originally raiſed. The 


preſent weak and degenerate race of Maho- 


.metan Princes, who had ſprung up upon the 
ruins of the fallen empire, he held in ſuch con- 
tempt, as men unworthy of the ſituations in 


which fortune had placed them, and incapable 


of all the purpoſes, whether of war or of go- 


vernment: that ſo far from conſidering them 
as at all interfering with his views, he, on 
the contrary, held their wealth and their 
power as ſure reſources, to be applied as the 
occaſion might require to their completion, 


The Mahrattas were the only native power 


which he apprehended, but having been ſo long 


in the practice of playing upon and managing 
thoſe inteſtine diviſions to which the nature of 
their government ſo peculiarly expoſed them, 
that he did not deſpair of being able, either by 
money to render them alert, or by civil com- 


motion incapable, till he had grown beyond 
their 
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their graſp or reach; but all theſe ambitious; 
hopes were diſappointed, and this grand 
ſcheme was entirely diſconcerted. The linger- 
ing war in the Carnatic afforded neither ad- 
vantage nor hope, and if it was ruinous to his 
enemies, it was equally fo to himſelf. He 
knew that a treaty of peace, and perhaps of 
alliance, was far advanced, if not already con- 
cluded between the Engliſh and the Mah- 
rattas, He had every reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
the intended partition of his dominions would 
be the band of union between theſe late ene- 
mies, who were both exceedingly jealous of 
his power, and had both ſuffered extremely by 
his arms. He ſaw that the Engliſh would now 
direct their whole force againſt him, that 
Bombay and Bengal would urge their utmoſt 
efforts againſt him on the Malabar ſide, where 
he was moſt vulnerable, and he had no further 
confidence in the French, who! had already 
deceived him. 

The treaty of peace which Hyder ſo much 
dreaded, was at length concluded with the 
Mahrattas, through the mediation of Medajee 


Seindia, and the negociation was conducted 


with conſiderable ability by Mr. Anderſon. 
C | In 
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In art. 9. the Peſhwah engages that Hyder Ally 
Cawn ſhall relinquiſh all the territories which 
he had taken poſſeſſion of from the Engliſh, 
that he ſhall alſo releaſe the priſoners he had 
taken, and abſtain from further hoſtilities. 
Bombay having diſpatched a body of forces 
under General Matthews, to the coaſt of Ma- 
labar, in order to relieve Colonel Humber- 
ſtone, who had been obliged to retire with loſs 
from Palacautcherry, Tippoo proceeded: with 
the utmoſt rapidity from the Carnatic, in 
hopes of cutting him off, and in conjunction 
with M. Lally and a great force, attacked the 
Britiſh lines, but was gallantly repulſed” with 
conſiderable loſs, by Colonel Macleod. Tippoo 
ſuddenly broke up his camp, and returned by 
rapid marches to Palacautcherry, continuinghis 
.courſe back to the Carnatic. His defeat 
and retreat having reached General Matthews 
at Goa, he directed his views to an attack 
upon Hyder in the richeſt and moſt valuable 
parts: accordingly he befieged the city of * 
nore, which he took by ſtorm, and a dreadful 
laughter of the inhabitants 5 all ages and 
ſexes. | 
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The cauſe of Tippoo's ſudden retreat is 
attributed to the then illneſs or death of his 
father; for his death had been kept concealed 
for ſome time, but is ſuppoſed to be about the 
cloſe of the year 1782. He was certainly one 
of the greateſt princes, as well as the greateſt 
| warriors that India ever produced, His mind 

was ſo vaſt and comprehenſive, as at once to 
| reach to and embrace all the parts of war and 
| government. It ſeemed as if all the qualities 
N neceſſary to the foundation and permanency of 
L a great empire were among the earlieſt ſeeds 
that ſprung up in his mind ; and that he look- 
ed forward from the ſmalleſt beginning, to that 
ultimate point which never departed from his 
view. The formation of ſuch a native milita- 
ry force as India never beheld, and was thought 


t incapable of producing; the conqueſt of great © 
; countries, and the acquiſition of others with- '$Z 
C out the ſword ; the raiſing of theſe to a degree 'J 
3 of power and real value which they never 1 
- before poſſeſſed, afforded but a moderate difplay 

* of Hyder's talents and abilities. Beſides tlie 


eſtabliſhment of a mighty empire, and the re- 
ducing of the Europeans to their original ſtate 4 
ESD of merchants and factors, living as ſuch en- 
| | Cw tirely 
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tirely under the protection and government of 
the ſtate, his vaſt deſigns reached not only to 
the becoming the greateſt commercial power 
in Aſia, but to what the Eaſt had never 
before beheld, the creation of an invincible 
navy, which ſhould for ever ſecure the coaſts 
of India from the invaſions or inſults of fo- 
reigners. If he was not a legiſlator, he had, 
however, the merit of eſtabliſhing fo mild 
and equitable a ſyſtem of government in his 
dominions, that the new ſubjects of ſo many 
countries, were not only attached to his per- 
fon in a moſt extraordinary degree, but the 
neighbouring nations ſhowed on every occaſion 
their wiſhes to come under his protection; 
excepting only from the foregoing part of this 
conclufion, that moſt ſingular of all people, the 
canquered Nairs on the Malabar coaſt, whoſe 
habits were invincible, though their bodies were 
eaſily ſubdued. 

Hyder was no leſs redoubtable as a ſtateſ- 
man, than as a warrior; and if his actions and 
the chain and motives of his conduct had not 
been too remote from obſervation to be tho- 
Toughly known and comprehended, he might 
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poſſibly have been conſidered as one of the firſt 


poli- 
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politicians of his day, whether in Europe or 
in Aſia. He was ſo far from being naturally 
cruel, that he differed in that reſpect from all 
the Eaſtern conquerors of whom we have any 
knowledge; but as he deteſted private treach- 
ery, and was a ſtrict obſerver himſelf of the 
laws of war and of the public faith, and his 
puniſhments in the one inftance, and his re- 
taliations in the other, were fo extremely ſe- 
vere, as to carry upon ſome occaſions the ap- 
pearance of cruelty and tyranny, eſpecially with 
thoſe who were not informed of the cauſe, or 
who were not diſpoſed to conſider the motives. 
Hyder deſpiſed ſand diſpenſed with, fo far as it 
could with propriety be done, the vain pagean- 
try and haughty pomp of the Indian courts, 
living in habits of great intimacy and familia- 
rity with his friends, courtiers, and officers, 
diſplaying in his own perſon the frank manners 
of a camp, inſtead of the proud diſtance and 
auſtere reſerve of an Eaſtern deſpot. He had 
been, greatly through their own fault, and 
partly through their interference with his de- 
ſigns, a bitter and very nearly a fatal enemy 
to the Engliſh Eaſt India Company; but it 
would be diſgraceful and mean for his biogra- 
| C 3 | pher 
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pher on that account to ſuppreſs his virtues, 
or endeayour to conceal his great qualities. 
To enrich himſelf, however, he did not ſeru- 
ple to plunder and ſtain his character with acts 


of atrocity. Theſe acts ſtamped him a tyrant, 


and he was always accounted more formida- 


ble abroad than he was at home. 


Hyder Ally was the ſon of Nadim Sakir, 


and born at Deonelly, in 1728. This is a 
ſtrong and elegant fort, the walls thickened 


round with hewn ftone by European work- 
men; baftions and cavaliers defend each angle: 
there is alſo. a magazine conſtructed with judg- 


ment and finiſhed in a ſuperior ſtyle. At a 


ſhort diſtance to the weſtward of Coler, a 
ſmall but neat mauſoleum covers his and his 
wife's remains. Here alſo is interred his eldeſt 


brother, Iſhmael Sahib. The tomb is a neat 


ſquare building with a dome riſing from its 
center. It is decorated with baſkets of flowers 
and feathers and various trinkets, according to 
their ſuperſtitious tenets, Adjoining this tomb 
is a moſt beautiful garden, called Laul Baug : 
it is the principal nurſery for the produce of 


Myſore; apples, oranges, grapes, guavas, plan- 


tains, cacoa-nuts, ſugar-cane, with cotton, in- 
digo- 
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digo-plants, &c. It is ſurrounded by a high ſtone 
wall, and from the ſeveral plants and vines 
of different deſcriptions, rows of cypreſs, va- 
rious trees and ſhrubberies, the religious ve- 
neration in which the ſhrine of Tippoo's an- 
ceſtors had been held, was plainly marked. 
Hyder began a palace in Bangalore, which 
is a place famous for public buildings. It is 
chiefly compoſed of wood with ornaments. 
After his death it was finiſhed by his ſon, and 
deemed the moſt magnificent fabric in the eaſt. 
But Hyder's royal favourite palace was in the 
capital of the Canara kingdom, Bednore, where 
the greater part of his wealth, and the. treaſures 
on. which he had moſt ſet his heart were depo- 
ſited. This city, the reſidence through many 
unknown. ages of the moſt ancient and ſe- 
queſtered kings of Canara, had of late chan- 
ged its name to Hyder Nagur, or the Royal 
City of Hyder, a name which the Engliſh did 
not then admit, and were in hopes of annihi- 
lating. This capital was to be ranked among 
the largeſt and fineſt cities in India, its extent 
being ſo conſiderable, that ſome of its ſtreets. 
run nearly in a right line two leagues in length, 
while its greatneſs was forgotten in conſidera- 
C 4 tion. 
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tion of its beauty. But its population was not 


proportioned to its extent, for being the favou- 


rite reſidence of the nobility, their ſpacious 
palaces and extenſive gardens, incloſing vaſt 
baſons or reſervoirs of water (one of the moſt 


pleaſing and favourite luxuries of the Eaſt) 
took up much and probably the greater part of 


the ground. The Chriſtian religion had been 
early propagated, undoubtedly by the Portu- 
gueſe, and ſtill Aouriſhed ſo exceedingly in this 
city, that a majority of its inhabitants, eſti- 


mated at 30,000 were of that profeſſion. 
The government and command of this place 
were lodged in the hands of Hyat Saib, who 


ſeems to have moſt worthily diſcharged the 
"truſt repoſed in him; and to have acted with 


a very extraordinary degree of judgment and 
policy in thoſe meaſures which he purſued 
for the preſervation of both the city and coun. 


try from that impending ruin which probably 


no other Governor could have averted. 
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CHAP. III. 


Tippoo's proceedings on the death of his father His 
character Intended invaſion of the Bednore 
country Miſconduct of the Enghſh general — 
Maſſacre at Annampore — Hyat Faib taken pri- 
foner and releaſed— The Sundah country and 
Mangalore taken—Tippoo recovers his poſſeſſions 
— His revenge and barbarities to the Engliſh 
priſoners — Magnanimity of the ſebeyn Peace 
concluded between Tippoo and the Engliſh. 


'Tipeo0 Saib, now Tippoo Sultaun, (be- 
ing the firſt who aſſumed that title), on the 
death of his father, held a conſultation with 
his brother Kerim Saib, and gave different 
appointments to. his two ſons, Abdal Khalic 
and Tuffey Hyder, alſo Hyder Saib, one of 
his illegitimate ſons. Among the moſt emi- 
nent of his chiefs were Syed Saheb, Syed Go- 
far, Meer Saduc, Cummer-ud Deen Cawn, 
Mootaub Khan, and Meer Allum Beheuder. 
Having expatiated much on the character of 
Hyder, it is neceſſary to introduce the com- 


mon opinion of that of Tippoo. From the ex 
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ample of his father he united all the qualities 
of a warrior and a ſtateſman, but he inherited 
more of his turbulence and leſs of his policy. 
Voung and enterprizing, he was ſuperior to 
his father in military talents, as he was inferior 


to him in the diſſimulation of Indian politics ; 


and nurſed in conflicts with the Engliſh, from 
whom he had gathered his firſt laurels, it is no 


wonder that he felt a deeper reſentment of their 


behaviour. He was alſo more addicted to 


grandeur and pleaſure, and diſcovered ſtronger 


traits of deſpotiſm and cruelty. His father's 
virtues were not however buried in his tomb, 


for many of them ſtill ſurvived in his ſon. 


The preſident and council of Bombay, now 
conſidered the invaſion of the Bednore country 
no difficult taſk,. from the ſuppoſed diſaffection 
of Hyder's ſubjects, and the diſorders which 
his death would occafion in every/ part of his 
dominions. Revolutions were expected, and 
indeed reported to have happened, and it being 
ſuppoſed that Canara was in a diſtracted ſtate, 
they imagined no extraordinary force neceſſary 
to induce the inhabitants to throw off or to re- 


ject the government of Tippoo Sultaun. 
Accordingly General Matthews received poſi- 


tive 


. 
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tive, orders to make the attempt without delay 
on the confirmation of Hyder's death. After 
taking the Onore, this commander proceeded 
down the coaſt, and took the town of Cunda- 
pore with little loſs or difficulty; but ftruck 
with the impracticability, or at leaſt difficulty of 
taking Bednore, he communicated his appre- 
henſions to the Government of Bombay: ac- 
cordingly, but with reluctance, they relaxed 
their former orders, and gave him a diſeretion- 


ary power to proceed or defer the expedition 


as he found neceſſary. This commander had 
already taken his meaſures without waiting for 
any inſtructions, nor kept up any correſpon- 
dence with Bombay. We are ſorry to ſay, that 
as ſlaughter, cruelty, rapine and avarice had diſ- 
graced this expedition in its commencement at 
Onore, ſo the ſame deteſtable maxims and vi- 
ces continued to ſtain its whole progreſs, until 
they were at its fatal concluſion moſt cruelly re- 
quited, when the innocent became indiſcrimi- 
nately with the guilty, victims to the rage of 
an exaſperated and mereileſs enemy. Accounts 
of this ſlaughter have been ſuppreſſed; indeed 
an officer at that unhappy inſtant tore to pieces 
in the face of the enemy, a regular detail 

e which, 


36 MEMOIRS OF 

which he had written. The plan of Bombay 
to conciliate the good-will of the natives, was 
by no means adopted, but all without remorſe 
or pity were conſigned to the bayonet, 

An officer, who gives an account of the maſ- 
facre at the fortreſs of Annampore, which was 
taken by ſtorm, under ſome preceding circum- 
ſtances of aggravation on the fide of the go- 
vernor, and from whence only one horſeman, 
deſperately wounded, had the fortune to eſcape 
the general ſlaughter, ſeems to feel no ſmall 
compunctien and horror, in deſcribing the 
ſpectacle which was there exhibited, of four 
hundred beautiful women, all bleeding with 
wounds from the bayonet,. and either already 
dead or expiring. in- each others arms! while 
the common ſoldiers caſting off all obedience 
to their officers, were ſtripping off their jewels 
and committing every outrage on their bodies, 
Many of the women, rather than be torn from 
their relations, threw themſelves into large 
tanks and were drowned. The troops in- 
deed were afterwards ſeverely reprimanded 
for their enormities. This flaughter was 
occaſioned by forcing a paſſage through 
the Gauts. It was underſtood at Bombay 
that the capital, the country, and fortreſs of 


Bednore 
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Bednore with all the treaſure and property, 
were to be delivered up to the Engliſh, that the 
inhabitants were to remain unmoleſted, and 
Hyat Saib continue in the government un- 
der the authority of the Engliſh, but ſtill re- 
taining as much power as before. It was how- 
ever diſcovered that the general, upon getting 
poſſeſſion of Bednore, violated all theſe articles 
and made Hyat Saib a cloſe priſoner. It is ſaid 
the treaſures found were immenſe, and that the 
breach between the general and Hyat Saib was 
ſoon after made up, and to the great aſtoniſh- 
ment of all, the treaſures being claimed by Hyat 
as his own private property, were on that plea 
reſtored to him. The general now found leifure 
to forward diſpatches to Bombay, wherein he 
charged his army, . officers and ſoldiers, with 
acts of the higheſt criminality. It was however 
reſolved to remove him from the command of 
the army, and appoint Col. Macleod in his 
ſtead, who was alſo to be joined by Col. Hum 
berſtone and Major Shaw. 

The Sundah or Sounda country, on the 
upper part towards Goa, which Hyder had re- 
covered from the Portugueſe, was invaded and 
taken by Capt. Carpenter ; but the chief expe- 
*ition now was againſt the fortreſs and port of 


Mangalore, 
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Mangalore, than which, none of all his acqui- 
ſitions had been dearer to Hyder, as all his ſan- 
guine hopes of becoming a formidable naval 

power were there centered. This town was 

taken without much reſiſtance; the Killedar, 
or governor, fled with his people into the fort, 
but a breach being made in 36 hours, he ſur- 
rendered upon conditions, | 
Tippoo Sultaun was now determined to 

-relinquiſh every other object and purſuit for 

the recovery of thoſe valuable poſſeſſions. 

The Engliſh general accordingly applied for a 

reinforcement, a prodigious army commanded 8 
by Tippoo being at 45 miles diſtance. The 

general however with an inferior force attacked 

Tippoo, but loſing five hundred of his men in 
a few minutes, he retreated to the fortreſs, 
and abandoned the city altogether. 

Tippoo inſtantly encloſed the fort, and ſent 

a detachment to attack the two Gauts, which 

thro' bad conduct were ſhamefully loſt. The 
fugitives that eſcaped from the Gauts, com- 

municated their own. confuſion and terror ſo 
effectually to the garriſon of Cundapore, that 
they were inſtantly ſeized with the ſame appre- 
henſions, and ran away, though no enemy 
appeared, 
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| appeared, in which unneceſſary flight a great 


number of men and horſes were drowned. A 
part of the garriſon which had thus ſhame- 
fully abandoned Cundapore, with its valuable 


proviſion for war, took refuge at Onore, and 


Captain Torriano could with the greateſt 
difficulty keep his troops from being infected 
with their terror. He made a ſpirited but 


fruitleſs exertion to recover the artillery Which 


they had abandoned. The unfortunate garri- 


ſon of Bednore being greatly reduced in ſtrength, 
were obliged after ſeventeen days hopeleſs de- 


fence, to capitulate. They were, after ſome 


difficulty, allowed the honors of war, and to 
retain (only) their private property. Tippoo 


was however reſolved to gratify his indignation 
and revenge, for the morning after the troops 


had marched out of the fortreſs (April 28, 
1783) and were led about a mile from Bednore, 


where they encamped, ſurrounded by ſome 
battalions of the Nabob's armed Sepoys, the 


general was ſent for to meet Tippoo Sultaun 


without the town; but he, and thoſe who ac- 
companied him, after ſome unknown examina- 


tion, were put into cloſe confinement, and 
never returned, In two days after the field 
and 
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and ſtaff officers, with the captains, the pay- 
maſter, and the commiſſary, were all ſent for 
and likewife detained. The buckſhy, or pay- 
maſter, was then ſent to the camp, when all 
the remaining officers were ſhamefully ſtripped 
and ſearched before him, and the money being 
found and taken, they were afterwards plun- 


dered of every thing, and no meaſures of 


humanity were longer obſerved with them or 
the troops. Theſe ill-fated men were com- 
pelled to march fixteen days under a burning 
fun, almoſt naked, but loaded with irons, and 
driven without mercy like wild beaſts to a fort 
in the interior part of the country, where they 
underwent the moſt grievous and cruel impri- 
ſonment that ever was inflicted by the moſt ſa- 
vage race — The general ſuffered a moſt vio- 
lent death; it is ſtated by ſome accounts that 
melted lead was poured down his throat; 
other accounts fay that ſcalding oil was thrown 
over his body; and others, which ſeem to be 
the beſt information, that he was forced to 
- drink the poiſonous milk or juice of a ſhrub, 
by which he died in the greateſt agonies. 
Several of the principal officers were likewiſe 
barbarouſly murdered. The poor Sepoys en- 

dured 
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dured all the calamities of a long, hopeleſs cap- 
tivity, with wonderful patience, and withſtood 
all the allurements and threats of the tyrannic 
victor; nobly refuſing to ſacrifice their faith 
and attachment, by entering into his ſervice. 
After the reduction of Bednore, Tippoo 
now reſolved on the recovery of Mangalore. 
France at this time had concluded a peace 
with England, and he was by no means pleaſed 
with her conduct, as it was without his con- 
currence, or at leaſt including him in the 
treaty. Convinced of the inſufficiency of his 
army without the French troops, he inſiſted 
that no treaty whatever, in which he was not 
a party, ſhould releaſe them from their engage- 
ments; and it was ſuppoſed that he intended 
to retain and force their ſervices : however he 
did not proceed to this violent extremity, but 
diſmiſſed them with much diſſatisfaction. The 
fiege of Mangalore was hereupon converted to 
a blockade ; a ceſſation of arms took place af- 
terwards, but through want of proviſions the 
garriſon were reduced to great diſtreſs : and 
though a peace was in agitation, it ſeemed 
that Tippoo was in great hopes of ſtarving 
them into a ſurrender, but was obliged, on 
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the arrival of General Macleod, who came 
with. a ſtrong force. from Bombay, to conſent 

unwillingly to their receiving a ſupply. Car- 

War, Onore, and ſome other forts, as well as 

Mangalore, ſtill continued in the hands of the 

Engliſh, until by the peace coneluded between 
the Company and I ippoo Sultaun in the fol- 
lowing year, a general reſtitution of the con- 
queſts on both fides took place, and the tran- 
.quillity of India was for the preſent fully re- 
ſtor ed. | IF 
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CHAP. IV. 


Tippoo's diſaffettion to the Engliſh, notwith/anding 
His ſreaty —Enquiiy into the cauſe— Motives far 
a Freſh war—The Rajah of T ravancore purchaſes 
of the Dutch the forts of Crangenore and Facet- 
1a Tippos enraged, attacks him—England in- 
terpoſes Summary ef the debates in the Houſeof 
Commons reſpecting theſe hoſtilities, 


TIppOO accepted the propoſals of pacifi- 
cation, as he then found it expedient for his 
own affairs, but as his future conduct proved, 
he only waited for a favourable opportunity to 
diſtreſs, and if poſſible baniſh the Engliſh from 
his territories. The hoſtile diſpoſition evinced 
by our governors, from the. firſt eſtabliſhment 
of his father's power, could not but have fix- 
ed a ſuſpicion and dread of us, not to be re- 
moved by the wiſer and more equitable admi- 
niſtration of one man. He had too much rea- 
ſon for the greater part of his life to conſider 
the Engliſh as the unalterable enemies of his 
family and throne: it was natural, therefore, 
that after our laſt intrigues with the Mahrat- 

tas, 
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tas, he ſhould draw cloſer his alliance with the 
ancient enemies of England. If, on the other 


hand, our intentions were upright and ſincere, 
wie could only regulate our conduct by that of 
his. All who adminiſter public affairs are 
| under the deſpotic controul of exiſting circum- 


ſtances, He who acts with conſcientious in- 


tegrity as they direct, performs his duty. 


Some reference may be had to the paſt, but if 
we formerly endangered the ſafety of another, 
no ſenſe of juſtice directs us in return to betray 


our own. We certainly did not ſeek the pre- 
text of a quarrel. It is true, we refuſed to aid 
the Mahrattas in the invaſion of Myſore, and 


though we had too much reaſon to ſuſpect, 
yet we did not haſtily reſent the Sultaun's eva- 
ſion of the article in his treaty, by which he 


ſtipulated to liberate all his Engliſh priſoners ; 
but it was impoſſible to overlook his deſigns, 
when he publicly ſent a ſplendid embaſſy to 
the court of France. But the revolution of 
France was at this time in embryo, and al- 


moſt ready to explode; of courſe her diſtract- 
ed condition prevented any unfriendly interfe- 
rence. Spain likewiſe, though ſhe began to 
be then jealous of our new ſettlements- and 

com- 
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commerce, which were now juſt commencing 
in the South Seas, would not venture alone to 
provoke the might of Great Britain. Still it 


behoved the Engliſh to be yigilant, and antici- 


pate as far as they could, and when in juſtice 
they might, the effects of a combination, 
which other times might call into action, in- 


juriouſly, if not fatally to their intereſts in the 


Eaſt. | | | 
The following is a ſummary account of the 
oſtenſible ground of a freſh war with Tippoo 


Sultaun. For a hundred and fifty years the 


Dutch had been in poſſeſſion of two: forts, 
Cranganore and Jacottah, which they took 
from the Portugueſe, who had been maſters of 
them for nearly the ſame length of time. They 
are ſituated between the country of Myſore and 
Old Cochin, their moſt valuable ſettlement in 
India, Cranganore,' from its vicinity to the 


boundary of the Myſorean kingdom, was 
deemed by 'Tippoo's father a place of conſider- 


able importance, which induced him, previous 
to his rupture with the Engliſh, to ſeize and 
garriſon it, under pretence that it belonged to 
his tributary, the Rajah of Cochin. Howe- 
ver the Dutch contrived to recover it, and of 

their 
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their conduct on this occaſion the enraged Na- 
bob made great complaint. In 1789 Tippoo 
Sultaun laid claim to the forts, which claim he 
was determined to ſupport by arms. In June 
he advanced towards Cranganore with a for- 
midable force, and the avowed intention of 
recovering it. The Dutch, alarmed at theſe 
preparations, immediately propoſed to ſell 
both the Forts of Cranganore and Jacottah to 
the Rajah of Fravancore, an ally of the Bri- 
tiſh government, who accepted their propoſal, 
depending no doubt on the aſſiſtance of Eng- 
land, in caſe of an attack from the Eaſtern 
Chief. Tippoo, enraged: that this purchaſe 
was made without his conſent, inſiſted the 
forts were his by right; and pretending that 
ſome of his rebel ſubjects had found refuge in 
the Rajah's dominions, he collected a power- 
ful force, (Dec. 29) and commenced a ſudden 
attack upon the lines or boundary of Lravan- 
core. England could not poſſibly be indiffer-' 
ent to theſe: proceedings; though we had no 
right to decide on the juſtice of the oppoſite 
claims without the conſent of both parties, yet 
even a diſputed title in an acknowledged ally, 
was ſufficient to warrant us in protecting him 

CD = 
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by arms againſt an armed aggreſſion, eſpecially | i 
from an ambitious monarch, who at that: = 
very time was ſuſpected of plotting the total 
deſtruction of the Britiſh empire in India. 
Theſe were England's motives for interfering! 
and renewing a war with Tippooo 4 | | 
In the Houſe of Commons, Dec. 22, 1790, | 
Mr. Hippeſley, in conſequence of an alluſion in | 
his Majeſty's Speech to this buſineſs, moved, 
e that copies of the correſpondence relative to 
the attack of Tippoo Sultaun on the lines of =_ 
Travancore ſhould be laid before the Houſe.”? 1 
He ſtated, that the Rajah of Travancore, 
who was our ally, had purchaſed the Forts of 
Cranganore and Jacottah of the Dutch. Tip- 
poo Sultaun objected to the legality of this pur- | 
chaſe, afſerting in his own right a feudal claim | 
to the forts in queſtion, as ſovereign of My- 
ſore. The Rajah having peremptorily refuſed 
to relinquiſh the forts, Tippoo marched to- | 
wards the Travancore lines, the boundaries of 
the Rajah's territories, and commenced hoſti- 
lities. Such was the ſimple ſtatement of the 
fact. But before we took up the cauſe of the 
Rajah, he contended that we ought to conſi- 
der whether Tippoo's claim might not be 
tounded 
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founded upon laws agreeable to the eſtabliſhed 
feudal ſyſtem of India, and whether the Ra- 


jah himſelf had acted in ſuch a manner as to 
be entitled to our ſupport. Cranganore was 


ſituated north of Travancore and Cochin. 


Cochin had been indiſputably tributary to 
Hyder Ally, and he believed to Tippoo. Cran- 


ganore was probably in the ſame predicament; 


the preſumption was certainly in favor of ſuch 
a ſuppoſition, as moſt of the little rajahſhips on 
that part of the coaſt had been at ſome time or 
other tributary to the Myſorean Chief. The 
circumſtance of Cranganore's having been in 
the poſſeſſion of the Dutch, was obſerved to 
be of no conſequence, as ſtil] it might have 
owed fealty to Tippoo. The Rajah of Tra- 


vancore had long wiſhed to obtain theſe forts, 


and had applied about two years before to Sir 


Archibald Campbell, then Governor of Ma- 


dras, for permiſſion to negociate a purchaſe, 
but Sir A. Campbell expreſſed his direct diſap- 
probation of the meafure. After that gentle- 
man had left India, the Rajah wrote to his 
ſucceſſor, Mr. Hollond, briefly obſerving that 
he had completed the purchaſe of theſe forts 
with the concurrence of the Britiſh govern- 

ment 
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ment. In ſuch a tranſaction there appeared 
on the part of the Nejah more deceit than 
honor. 
In defence of Tippoo's conduct it might 
tkewiſe be fairly argued, that it was impoſſi- 
ble for him, as Sultaun of Myſore, to behold 
with indifference the transfer of theſe forts to 
the Rajah. Cranganore, in the hands of the 
Dutch, a mere trading company, was of little 
importance; but in the poſſeſſion of an active 
ally of the Britiſh government, it aſſumed a 
very different aſpedt. As he queſtioned the 
juſtice, ſo he had his doubts of the policy of 
the war. The Mahrattas and the Nizam 
were to be our allies, but little dependance he 


thought could be placed on either. Mahratta 


faith was as proverbial in India, as the punica 
fides had been in ancient Rome. And could 
we, he aſked, ſo eaſily forget the general con- 
federacy of 1780 among the native powers; 
a conſpiracy, headed by the Nizam himſelf, 
the object of which was to exterminate the 
Britiſh nation from India ? 


« On the ſubje& of reſources, he remark. 


ed, that Tippoo had an army of 150,000 


men, a large corps of Europeans, well offi- 
D cered, 
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millions. To all this what could we oppoſe, 
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He poſſeſſed a revenue of five millions, and 
could boaſt a treaſury of at leaſt eight or nine 


but an exhauſted treaſury and a tottering cre- 
dit?“ | 
Mr. Francis ſeconded the motion, and ar- 
gued againſt the impolicy of extending our 5 
territories in India, and of forming alliances q 
with the native princes of that country. He , 
obſerved, that there exiſted a mutual jea- | 
louſy. between Tippoo and the Nizam, which = 
it was our intereſt to encourage. But the 
Mahrattas were the power which we had the 
moſt reaſon to dread. It would therefore be 
extremely unwiſe to extirpate Tippoo, if his 
extirpation depended upon our will, as fuch 
a circumſtance would give the Mahrattas an - 
extent of territory, and' a degree of influence, 
which might prove highly dangerous to the 
Britiſh intereſts in India.” | 
Mr. Dundas ſtated, That Cranganore, 
Jacottah, and Cochin, were places of conſi- 
derable ſtrength in the hands of the Dutch; 
'T hat politic people, being alarmed at the 
warlike preparations of Tippoo, pointing to- 
wards 
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wards the quarter in which theſe poſſeſſions 
were fituated, became deſirous of making o- 
ver the forts of Cranganore and Jacottah to 
the Raj ah of Travancore, whom they knew 
to be our ally; that by thus, in effect, throw- 
ing themſelves under the protection of the 
Britiſh government, they might raiſe a bar- 


rier to Cochin, their moſt valuable poſſeſſion 


on the continent of India, After the pur- 
chaſe was made, Tippoo Sultaun ſet up a ſort 
of claim to the forts in queſtion, by way of 
obtaining a pretext for his hoſtile proceed- 
ings. But this was not the firſt time that his 
ambitious views had been manifeſted. In 
1788 he advanced with a formidable army to 
the frontiers of Travancore, without the 
leaſt provocation on the part of the Rajah ; 
and was with difficulty induced, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſpirited remonſtrances of the Bri- 
tiſh government, to retire to his own domi- 
nions. He was repreſented as à reſtlefs ty- 
rant, ever bent upon ſchemes of aggrandize- 
ment, and ever viewing us with a jealous and 
a hoſtile eye. We had on our part moſt reli- 
giouſly kept the treaty of Mangalore, but he 
had continually ſhewn an inclination to vio- 
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late it.” Mr. Dundas further remarked, 
« That how numerous ſoever our adverſa- 
ry's troops might be, and whatever might 
be his revenues, we had little to fear on that 
head, as our army in India was perhaps the 
fineſt that had ever appeared in that part of 
the world; and as inſtead of ſupporting a 
war againſt the French, the Dutch, the Mah- 
rattas, all the European and all the native 
powers, we ſhould contend with only one of 
them.“ | 

Mr. Fox, in ſupparting the grounds taken 
by Mr. Hippeſley and Mr. Francis, faid, 
that he truſted a war for conqueſt would 
never be undertaken by England, either in 
India or in Europe. 

The motion paſſed without oppoſition, and 
(Feb. 28) Mr. Hippeſley moved That the 
35th clauſe of an a& made in the 24th year 
of his preſent majeſty, which diſavowed all 
ſchemes for the extenſion of our territories in 
India, might be read; and that the iſt, 2d, 
zd, 4th, 5th, 23d, and 44th reſolutions of 
the Houſe of Commons, on the 15th of A- 
pril 1782, might be likewiſe read.” He then 
quoted ſeveral extracts from the correſpond- 

| ence 
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ence of the government of Fort St. George, 
in the years 1768, 1770, and 1771, tending 
to prove © that it would always be our beſt 
policy to regard the Mahrattas with a diſ- 
truſtful dread, and to preſerve at any price 
the friendſhip of the Sultaun of Myſore.” 
Mr. Hippeſley now obferved, “ that pre- 
viouſly to entering upon the grounds of the 
war, the members of oppoſition ſeverely ani- 
madverted on the treaties of offenſive and de- 
fenſive alliance which had been recently con- : 
cluded with the Mahrattas and the Nizam. 
As Tippooo's invaſion of the territory of 
Travancore, was allowed to be the origin of 
the war, it was remarked that the defence of 
the Rajah, the reparation due to him, and 
his future ſecurity, ought to have been parti- 
cularly provided for in thoſe treaties, but that 
in fact he was not once named in them. 
Not a ſingle word occurred which alluded to 
the cauſe of the quarrel, or from which it 
might have been inferred, that the intereſts 
of the Rajah were ever thought of. We 
could only collect from them, that Tippoo 
was a common enemy, that having had en- 
gagements with the three contracting par- 
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ties, he had acted with infidelity towards all, 
and that we ought to deprive him of the 


means of diſturbing the general tranquility in 
future. The queſtion of our interference 


was ſtated to be {imply this, Whether by an 


act of guarantee, expreſſed or implied, in 
the treaty of Mangalore, we were bound to 
defend the Rajah of Travancore in theſe do- 
minions only, which he poſſeſſed at the date 
of the engagement, or to extend our protec- 
tion to ſubſequent acquiſitions made by him 
- without our conſent or knowledge? Upon the 
fuppoſition that we were bound to defend. 
him in thoſe dominions only which he poſ- 
feſſed at the date of the engagement, (a ſup- 
poſition certainly the moſt reaſonable) there 
could not exiſt the leaſt poſſible occaſion for 
our involving ourſelves in the buſineſs. But 
arguments were not only brought againſt t he 
neceſſity of our interference, but againſt the 
juſtice of it. The Rajah was ſaid to be the 
aggreſſor, and not Tippoo. In ſupport of 
this opinion, ſeveral extracts were quoted 
from the correſpondence of our governor in 
India, one of which was to the following ef- 


fect: That the Rajah, by engaging in 


new connections with the Dutch, and by 
| « making 
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* making concluſive purchaſes of forts or 
e places in the territories of one of the tribu- 
« taries of Tippoo Sultaun, (viz.. the Rajah 
, Cichin) not only without his conſent, 
< but even at the time when ſuch tributary 
« was threatened with his reſentment, upon 
« himſelf, and by the ſame tranſaction for- 
e feit all right to the Company's friendſhip 
C or interference in his favour.” That the 
Rajah acted under the conſciouſneſs of being 
engaged in an unjuſt and diſhonourable tranſ- 
action, appeared from the duplicity which 
he practiſed towards the Britiſh government, 
for the Court of Directors declared that no- 
thing exiſted on the Madras records to corro- 
borate his aſſertion, of having obtained our 
conſent to the purchaſe: Sir A. Campbell 
poſitively denied that he had ever given ſuch 
conſent; but obſerved that he had abſolutely 
ſignified his entire diſapprobation.“ In the 
courſe of this debate, the impolicy of the 
war was ſtrongly urged: it was contended 
that we would do better to ſupport the My- 
ſorean power, than attempt to annihilate it 
that our means were unequal to the expences 
of an Indian war—that the governors of In- 
Ds: dia 
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dia themſelves confeſſed that our revenues 
were exhauſted, and that the importance of 
the places in diſpute could not compenſate 
forthe ſerious conſequence of hoſtilities ;—that 
in the ſingle article of bullocks, it was ſup- 
poſed we ſhould incur an annual expence of 
£ 700,000. 

It was cantended. on the other hand, that 
an attack had been actually made by Tippoo 
Sultaun on the lines of Travancore, which 
we were bound by the treaty of Mangalore. 
to reſent—that the conduct of the Rajah had 
not been ſuch as to juſtify our deſertion of 
him, but whether or not, it would be im- 


prudent to give him up to Tippoo's ven- 


geance. That his pretended claim to the 
forts was not the real origin of the war, for 


before he had made this complaint, he had 


attacked the Rajah's lines: and. ſhould he 


ever be maſter of theſe farts, there would be 
an end of our ſecurity in the Carnatic, That 


inſtead of conſidering the Mahrattas as our 
natural enemies, we ſhould eſteem them as. 
our beſt and moſt uſeful allies. That it was 
the enterprizing and unprincipled uſurper of 


Myſore, who was the * Indian Chief we 


925 | ſhould 
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ſhould dread. It was alſo contended - that 
a peaceful negociation was impoſſible, for 
that it was attempted at the commencement 
of the diſpute; but during the very period 
when the meſſengers were on their way to 
Madras with letters, profeſſing amity and 
peace, Tippoo repeated his attacks —it was 
therefore urged, that the war was as much 
founded in juſtice as in policy. 

March 22, Mr. Dundas read the following 
reſolutions: 

„ That it appears to this Houſe, that the 
attacks made by Tippoo Sultaun on the lines 
of Travancore on the 29th of December, 
1789, the 6th of March and 15th of April 
1790, were unwarranted and unprovoked, 
in portions of the treaty entered into at Man- 
galore, on the 1oth of March, 1784.“ 

« That the conduct of the * Governor Ge- 
neral of Bengal, in determining to proſecute 
with vigour the war againſt Tippoo Sultaun, 
in conſequence of his attack on the territories, 
of the Rajah of Travancore, was highly me- 
ritorious.“ 


5 Lord Cornwallis, 
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« That the treaties entered into with the 
Nizam on the 1ſt of June, and with the 
Mahrattas on the 7th of July 1790, were 
wiſely calculated to add vigour to the opera- 
tions of war, and to promote the future tran- 
quility of India; and that the faith of the 
Britiſh nation was pledged for the due per- 
formance of the engagements contained in 
the ſaid treaty.” 

Theſe reſolutions paſſed without a divi- 
fion. | 4 RE 

In the Houſe of Lords, April 11, Lord 
Portcheſter's motions againſt the war were 
negatived by a majority of 77. Lord Gren- 
ville's motions for the war were carried by a 
majority of 52. 


CH AP. 
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CAP. . 


T ippoo attacks the Rajah of Travancore—ſucceeds, 
and then fails— Has a narrow eſcape with his 
life—his reply to the Britiſh governors—re- 
peats his attack—bears dawn all oppoſition, and 
puts the Rajah's army to flight the Engliſh 
interfere to humble the proud tyrant—are join- 
ed by the Mahrattas and Nizam—a rrange= 
 ments—Tippos's alarm and haſly departure 

from Travancore—his letter to general Mea- 
dows—the anſwer - various captures by the 
Engliſh—the undaunted conduct of the Killedar 
of Dindiygul—T ippod's conſummate generalſhip 
—embarraſſed fatuation of Colonel Floyd —in- 
ftances of Tippoo's jhill, policy, and cruelty. 


'Towarps the cloſe of the year 1789, 
Tippoo Sultaun marched a powerful army to 
the lines of Travancore, with the profeſſed 
intention of wreſting from the Rajah the late 
purchaſed forts of Cranganore and Jacottah. 
The kingdom of Travancore is ſo favour- 


ed by nature as to be acceſſible only to an 
enemy on its northweſt frontier ; and even 
8 | 2x6 - that 
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that but for an inconſiderable ſpace. To 
render this expoſed quarter as ſecure as poſſi- 
ble, the lines were formed about Thirty years 
ſince, which conſiſt of a ditch ſixteen feet 
broad and twenty deep, with a thick bam- 
boo hedge inſerted in it, a ſlight parapet and 
a good rampart and baſtions almoſt flanking 
each other. Their extent from the coaſt, 
where they commence, to a broad river call. 
ed Chinamungulum, is four or five miles, 
and from the oppoſite fide of the river to the 
Elephant Mountains, where they terminate, 
about twenty-five miles. They run in a di- 
rection nearly eaſtward; 

Dec. 29. Tippoo- ſuddenly attacked the 
eaſtern extremity of theſe lines, and made 
himſelf maſter of the adjacent height. Thence 
doubling and advancing with rapidity towards 
the centre, he ſeemed to carry all before him. 
His triumph however was of ſhort durati- 
on. The Rajah's troops being recovered. 
from their firſt apprehenſions, and animated. 
by the example of a. {mall body conſiſting of. 
about 800 men, which forming in a narrow 
paſs withſtood the whole force of the affail- 
ants, returned to the conflict with new ſpirit, 
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and ſucceeded at length in completely routing 
the Myſorean army. Tippoo, who was per- 
ſonally engfged in the battle, narrowly eſ- 
caped withhis life. His horſe was ſhot un- 
der him and in repaſſing his lines, ſo great 
was his hurry and trepidation, that he leaped 
with violence againſt the bamboo hedge, 
which was in the ditch, and conſiderably 
bruiſed himſelf in forcing his way. 

An application was now made to Tippoo 
by our governors in India, whom the Rajah. 
informed of this ſudden attack. They re- 
monſtrated againſt the impropriety of his pro- 
ceedings, and obſerved, that as the Rajah 
was an ally of Great Britain, they ſhould. 
think themſelves bound to reſent an invaſion 
of that prince's dominions ; but that if Tip- 
poo would conſent to an amicable adjuſtment. 
of the point in diſpute between himſelf and 
the Rajah, they would ſend commiſſioners to 
meet any whom he might appoint, on the 
borders of their reſpective territories, whoſe 
joint deciſion ſhould be final to both parties. 
Tippoo Sultaun replied, *< that if they would 
ſend confidential perſons to him, with whom 
he might hold a perſonal conference on the 


ſubject, 


MEMOIRS OF 


ſubject, he doubted not but that he could 
explain himſelf to their ſatisfaction.” This 
anſwer was not deemed ſufficient, and no o- 
ther ſteps were taken for an accommodation, 
Lippoo having procured from Myſore an 
additional fupply of troops and battering 
guns, repeated his attack, and after ſome 
weeks, having made a conſiderable breach in 
the walls, advanced to the ſtorm, and bore 
down all oppoſition. The Rajah's troops, 
filled with conſternation and diſmay, fled in 
every direction from the Myſorean bayonets. 
Complete maſter now of the lines, he imme- 
diately turned his attention to the fort of 
Cranganore, which (May 7, 1790) was be- 
eyed with vigour and ſoon carried, £24 
- Tippoo having now extended his downlink 
ons to an alarming magnitude, active prepa- 
rations for war were making in the Britiſh 
ſettlements, and the preſent moment was 
deemed moſt favourable to humble this 
prince's pride, and reduce his empire within 
ſafe and reaſonable limits. The Mahrattas 
and Nizam cheerfully joined the Engliſh, and 
promiſed a zealous co-operation. General 
Medows aſſumed the command of the grand 
_ Carnatic 
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Carnatic army, conſiſting of near 15,000 


effective men, and General Abercromby that 


of Bombay, 

The following was intended to be the plan 
of the campaign. General Medows was firſt 
to poſſeſſs himſelf of the Coimbetore country, 
which would not only cut off one of Tippoo 
Sultaun's principal reſources, but afford ſuffi- 
cient ſupplies for the remainder of the cam- 
paign ; and from that quarter, if poſſible, to 
penetrate into Myſore, through the Gujelhatty 
paſs, while. General Abercromby was to at- 
tempt the reduction of the Sultaun's territo- 
ries, weſt of the Gauts; and, if circumſtances 
required or permitted it, to form a junction 
with General Medows. The ſafety of the 
Carnatie was entruſted to a ſmall army under 
the command of Colonel Kelly, ſtationed in 


the country between Madras and the paſſes 


leading to Myſore. 


Tippoo, alarmed at the actual appearance 
of the Britiſh army near the frontiers of his 


moſt valuable poſſeſſions, haſtily retired from 


Travancore. He hurried back with a ſmall 


body of troops to his capital, leaving the re- 


mainder of his forces either to reaſcend the 
; Gauts, 
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Gauts, or to act in the low country as eir- 
cumſtances might direct. To avert the im- 
pending ſtorm, he immediately wrote to Ge- 
neral Medows, congratulating him upon his 
appointment to the government of Madras, 
and propoſing to ſend him certain confidential 
perſons, to explain, as he obſerved, ſeveral 
important circumſtances, * that the duſt 
which had obſcured the general's upright 
mind might be removed —* 

General Medows immediately returned an 
anſwer to the following effect: 


« I received yours, and underſtand its 
contents. You are a great prince, and but 
for your cruelty to your priſoners, I ſhould 
add an enlightened one. The Engliſh, e- 
qually incapable of offering an inſult, as of 
ſabmitting to one, have always looked upon 
war as declared from the moment that you 
attacked their ally, the King of Travancore. 
God does not always give the battle to the 
ſtrong, nor the race to the ſwift, but gene- 
rally ſucceſs to thoſe whoſe cauſe is juſt, —— 
On that we depend !”? 


June 15. General Medows now marched 


from the plains of Trichinopoly, where his 
army 
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army was firſt embodied, and entering the 


enemy's country, took poſſeſſion of the fort 


of Caroor. After a halt of eighteen days, for 
the purpoſe of collecting grain, and forming 
a magazine at Caroor, he proceeded to Da- 
raporum, and captured it without oppoſition. 
At this place he reſolved to form 4 depit. Ac- 
cordingly he left here four companies of Eu- 
ropeans, with a detachment of 200 ſepoys, 
as a garriſon, and diſencumbering himſelf of 


all ſuperfluous baggage, puſhed an to Coim- 


betore, which. he found evacuated. This 
place had formerly been the capital of a pow- 
erful and independent rajah, but had ſubmit- 
ted with all its rich appendages to the Myſo- 
rean arms. Still however there remained 
ſome traces of what it was. Hitherto the 
Engliſh encountered no other oppoſition. than, 
that of different bodies of looties (irregular 
horſe) that from time to time haraſſed their 
march: but intelligence being received on the 
day after the capture of Coimbetore, that one 
af the Sultaun's moſt able generals, Sahid 
Saheb, was approaching towards Demiacotta, 
about 40 miles from Coimbetore, with near 
30909 regular cavalry, a detachment was in- 
| ſtantly 
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ſtantly diſpatched to ſurpriſe them. The de- 
tachment ſoon returned, having only ſucceed- 
ed in taking about fifty of 5 enemy pri- 
ſoners. 

It was deemed highly neceſſary, previous to 
the projected invaſion of Myſore, to eſtabliſh. 
a chain of poſts from the Coromandel Coaſt 
to the foot of the Gujelhatty paſs. The line 
of,country which ſeemed beſt for this pur- 
poſe, extended through Tanjore, Trichino- 
poly, Caroor, Erroad, and Sattimungulum. 
It was therefore immediately reſolved to re- 
duce ſuch forts in this line as were not already 
in our poſſeſſion. Pallicautcherry and Din- 
digul likewiſe, although ſituated in a different 
direction, were judged neceſſary ſtations, par- 
ticularly the former, which opening towards 
the low country of Callicut, commanded the 
communication between the eaſtern and weſt- 
ern Gauts. 

Agreeable to the e Oldham was 
fent againſt Erroad, which he captured after 
a trifling oppoſition. Colonel- Stuart, about 
the ſame time, headed a detachment which 
proceeded againſt Dindigul. Captain Aram, 
who was then on his way from Madura to the 

TY camp, 
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camp, was ordered to join Colonel Stuart, 


or even to attempt alone the capture of Din- 
digul on his advance, either by ſurpriſe, ſtra- 
tagem, or negociation, as was. moſt practica- 
ble. Purſuant to his. directions, he recon- 
noitered the fort, but found it much ſtrong- 
er than he ſuſpected. Notwithſtanding, he 
ſummoned the Killedar to ſurrender, pledg- 
ing himſelf that private property ſhould be 
reſpected ; but declaring, if they obſtinately 
perſiſted in an idle defence, it was the com- 
mander in chief's determination to put the 
whole garriſon to the ſword. The perſon 
who brought this ſummons, received the 
following verbal reply from the undaunted 
Indian: 


Inform your commander that it is not 
poſſible for me properly to account to my 
ſovereign for the ſurrender of ſuch a fort as 
Dindigul. If therefore a ſecond meſſenger 
comes with a ſimilar errand, I will blow him 


back again to his comrades from my can- 
non's mouth.“ 


On the arrival of Colonel Stuart's detach- 
ment, batteries were erected, and this fort 
very heavily cannonaded for two days. A 
| | | ſtorm 
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ſtorm was projected the ſecond day, and at- 
tempted the ſame night. But notwithſtand- 
ing the aſſailants puſhed on with the utmoſt 
gallantry, the garriſon repelled every effort 
to carry the works. Attack ſucceeded attack, 
but ſo ſtrongly was the place fortified by na- 


ture and art, and ſo ably defended, that after 


a long and fruitleſs conteſt, the Britiſh troops 
retired to their camp and left the Mahome- 
tans ſtill maſters of the ramparts. Early in 
the morning, however, a white flag was diſ- 
played in the breach, in token of a diſpoſi- 
tion to ſurrender ; for, after the ſpirited de- 
fence of the preceding night, the Killedar 
had the mortification to find himſelf in the 
morning deſerted by almoſt all the garriſon ; 
the very men who had ſo nobly diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves. He then propoſed and obtained 
an honourable capitulation. Colonel Stuart 
now proceeded to Pallicautcherry, which he 
captured after a ſhort and feeble reſiſtance. 

Colonel Floyd was at the ſame time ſent 
againſt Sattimungulum, which he furpriſed 


and took without bloodſhed. This poſt was 


of conſiderable importance; from its fituation 
near the Gujelhatty paſs, through which a 
| | paſſage 
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paſſage was to be effected into the heart of 
the enemy's kingdom. 

The whole chain of poſts being now com- 
pleted, and conſiderable magazines already 
formed in ſome of them, the moment ſeemed 
approaching for the invaſion of Myſore. At 
this critical period, the Sultaun's army ſud- 
denly appeared in the neighbourhood of Co- 
lonel Floyd's encampment. Tippoo on this 
occaſion diſcovered ſuch confummate general- 
ſhip, that his near approach was not in the 
leaſt ſuſpected, until he had actually deſcend- 
ed the gauts at Gujelhatty, forded the river 
Bovany, and was within a few miles of the 

Britiſh camp. This ſecret march was the 
more remarkable, as his army conſiſted of 
40,000 fighting men, and at leaſt twice that 
number of followers, provided with an im- 
menſe artillery, and a very conſiderable ſtock 
of proviſions. About 3oo cavalry going out 
on a reconnoitering party, to their great ſur- 
prize, fell in with 6, or 7000 Myſorean 
horſe, with which, notwithſtanding the diſ- 
parity of numbers, they maintained a long 
and ſharp conflict, until the arrival of re- 
inforcements enabled them to put the enemy 


completely 
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completely to flight*; but in a few hours 
after, the little camp itſelf was cannonaded 
by the whole of Tippoo's force. A vigorous 
action ſucceeded, and continued through the 
remainder of the day; but in ſpite of the 


Sultaun's great ſuperiority both in men and 


artillery, he was not able to break the Britiſh ' 


Tanks. At the cloſe of the action, when the 
enemy retreated for the night, a council of 


war was held, and it was immediately deter- 
mined to abandon our. new acquiſitions in 
that quarter, and return with all poſſible ex- 


pedition to Coimbetore, where the grand 


army ſtil] remained. | 

The next morning (Sept. 14.) at four 
o'clock the troops began to retreat, leaving 
behind a part of artillery, which they were 
unable to take away from the ſcarcity of bul- 
locks in their poſſeſſion. They had ſcarcely 
proceeded twelve miles, before they/ again 
perceived the Myſorean army in their rear, 
They now left another part of their artillery 
and ſeveral tumbrils, in order to march with 


Lord Cornwallis in his letter to the Directors, 
which we hall give in the ſucceeding chapter, mentions 
this attack as if he thought it could have been avoided. 

| greater 
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greater expedition; but ſtill Tippoo gained 
ground upon them, A diſtant cannonade 
commenced, which was attended with but 


little conſequence. No ſerious action took 


place till four o'clock in the evening, when 
the engagement became general, and laſted 
till ſeven; at which time I ippoo retired from 
the field, being very nearly beaten. They 
reached Velladi the next day, unpurſued by 
the enemy. This maſterly retreat gained 
Colonel Floyd much credit, as likewiſe did 
the ſpirited behaviour of the troops, who with 
inflexible conſtancy of mind endured moit 
bitter hardſhips, having faſted and marched 
For three ſucceſſive days, and lain on their 
arms during the whole of the intervening 
Nights, without murmur or complaint. 

The intelligence of this ſudden attack hav- 
ing reached General Medows, he haſtened 


to the relief of the detachment, for the ſafety 


of which he was extremely apprehenſive; but 
by miſtake he paſſed Colonel Floyd while at 
Velladi, and puſhed forwards within a few 
miles of Demiacotta, ignorant that the Co- 
lonel had abandoned his advanced poſt at 
Sattimungulum. As ſoon as Tippoo under- 
ns ſtood 
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ſtood that General Medows was proceeding 
northwards with the main army, he inſtantly 
fell back, and having re-croſſed the Bovany, 
took a ſtrong and judicious poſition on the 
banks of that river. 
General Medows being informed where 
Colonel Floyd now was poſted, did not en- 
terprize any thing againſt the Sultaun, bus 
marched back to Velladi, and having formed 
a junction with the Colonel, returned te Co- 
1mbetore. | | 
In a few days after, (Sept. 29) he proceed- 
ed agam northwards, in hopes to overtake 
the wary foe and give him battle. But Tip- 
poo's movements were in general ſo ſecret and 
rapid that the Britiſh camp knew but little of 
him. From the ſuperiority, as well as num- 
ber of his bullocks, and the great ſupply of 
his elephants, he was able to elude the moſt 
diligent ſearch, and change his poſitions with 
ſuch ſilence and celerity, as aſtoniſhed all his 
adverſaries. He was at this time bending his 
courſe towards Caroor, in order to intercept 
a convoy. of provifions under the command 
of Major Y oung, but contrary to what uſu- 


ally happened, General Medows was appriz- 
| ed 
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ed of Tippoo's preſent deſign, and by an ear- 
ly junction with Major Young, which was 
not accompliſhed without much exertion, he 
diſappointed the enemy's views. No ſooner 
was this fortunate junction effected, than in- 
telligence arrived that the enemy had inveſt- 
ed Daraporam; the garriſon of which being 
totally unfurniſhed with cannon, very ſhortly 
capitulated. The General, now alarmed for 
the ſafety of Coimbetore, once more haſten- 
ed back to that important poſt, and had the 
pleaſure on his arrival, to find that Colonel 
Hartley, who had previouſly arrived at Pala- 
cautcherry, had thrown into it a ſeaſonable 
reinforcement, at a very critical period, and 
in all probability preſerved it. 

Tippoo now quitted his poſition at Dara- 
poram, and returned to the north, encamp- 
ing not far from the Bovany, between Satti- 
mungulum and the Cavery. At this period 
it was thought moſt prudent to form a junc- 
tion with the central army, which had been 
left for the defence of the Carnatic, under. 
Colonel Kelly, but was now commanded by 
Colonel Maxwell, in conſequence of that 
officer's death. It is not known whether 
| E _ Tippoo 
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Tippoo had any foreknowledge of this in- 
tended junction at the time he took this ad- 
mirable poſition, but certain it is, he could not 
have occupied a better, either to intercept 
Colonel Maxwell, then advancing ſouth- 
wards, or if neceſſary, ſecure his own retreat 
to Myſore. But he did not long keep his 
ſtation here, for the Britiſh army approached 
(October 20) which occaſioned him to quit 
his poſt, and adopt a route which would in 
all probability enable him to fall in with the 
Carnatic army. His adverſaries followed 
Him, more from chance than any previous 
knowledge of the line of his march, for as 
both parties wiſhed to meet Colonel Maxwell 
on his way from the Barramaul valley, it is 
no wonder that they ſhould both take a ſimi- 
lar route. The Britiſh army at laſt, after a 
long and occaſionally difficult march, con- 
ceived that they were on the point of forming 
the wiſhed for junction, as they plainly diſ- 


covered before them tents and flags. Three 


guns were fired in the line on this ſuppoſi- 
tion, as a ſignal; but to their great aſtoniſh- 
ment, the flags were lowered, the tents diſ- 
appeared, and the whole army in front hur- 

| ried 
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ried with precipitation towards the Gauts. 
In fact, it was Tippoo himſelf, who had 
previouſly appeared for three ſucceſſive days 
in line of battle before Colonel Maxwell; but 
who fearing to attack that commandee, ſo 
well prepared and ſecurely poſted, was now 
returning unſucceſsful from his expedition. 
Both the Britiſh armies ſhortly after joined, 
(November 17.) at Paolamputty, without 
any further oppoſition from the enemy. 
Tippoo finding thoſe forces united, whom 
de dared not attack fingly, wiſely changed 
the plan of his operations, and by alarming 
the Engliſh with the apprehenſions of loſing 
their own dominions, hoped to draw off their 
attention from making - conqueſts on his, 
'Therefore inſtead of returning to Myſore, he 
directed his courſe ſouthwards, conſtantly 


taking the lead of the Britiſh general. How- 
ever in ſpite of the aſtoniſhing expedition 


with which he uſually marched, he was 
overtaken by the van of the Britiſh at the 
paſs of Tapoor, and unexpectedly attacked 
with vigour, but no conſiderable advantage 
was obtained over him, his cavalry covering 

E 2 the 


He then turned aſide towards Chitteput 


9 
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the flight of his infantry with ſo much cou- 
rage and ſkill. 5 

The Engliſh now abandoned all idea of in- 
vading Myſore at this time. They did no 
more now than watch the Sultaun's manœu- 
vres, and prevent him from ravaging their 
territories. Tippoo was directing his courſe 
towards Trichinopoly, but could not effect 
his purpoſe, from the ſwoln ſtate of the river, 


before he learned that General Medows was 
advancing to its relief. He then ſuddenly 


changed the line -of his march, .and paſling 


through part of the Carnatic, beſieged Tia- 


gar; but notwithſtanding he lay before it 
ſeventeen days, and expedited his operations 
to the utmoſt of his power, he was not able 
to make any impreſſion on the garriſon, which 
baffled all his attempts of capturing it. He 
left Tiagar nine days before General Me- 
dows arrived there. Thence he proceeded 
to Trinomaly, where he made ſome Bra- 


mins of eminence .priſoners—exerciſed the 


utmoſt cruelty, ſeized their property, burnt 
their dwellings, and defiled their altars. 


and 
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and Wandiwaſh, and made himſelf maſter 
of Permacoil, a ſmall fort in the neigh- 
bourhood of Pondicherry, which had been 
taken, diſmantled, and: blown up in the laſt 
war. | 

General Medows followed Tippoo no 
| further than Trinomaly, from which place 
{ he moved forwards to Arnee, where he 
| left General Muſgrave with the left wing 
| | of the army, the ſick, heavy guns, &c. and 
marghed himſelf with the right wing to Vel- 


| lout, about eighteen miles diſtant from Ma- 
1 dras. | 
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Further ſucceſs of the Britiſh arms—Tippoo's con. 
Rernation— Account of the capture of Banga- 
lore, in a letter from Lord Cornwallis to the 
Honourable Court of Direftors—A meſſage 


frem bis Loraſbip to Tippoo— His noble reply. 


F ROM this change in the movements ori- 
ginally intended, Lord Cornwallis was con- 
vinced that a diverſion on the Malabar coaſt 
might be attended with beneficial conſequen- 
ces: General Abercromby then reſolved to 


embark, with the little force that could be 


ſpared from Bombay, for Tellicherry, and 
ſee if an attempt could be made with propri- 


ety to clear the country of a force ſtationed 


by Tippoo Sultaun to awe the garriſon of 
Tellicherry, and curb the Nairs; who were 


univerſally diſpoſed to join the Engliſh. 


On the general's arrival, (December 5.) 
he was informed that the force to the ſouth- 
ward of Tellicherry, had aſſembled and 
had marched towards Lieutenant Colonel 
Hartley, 
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Hartley, at that time ordered to Paniani to 
keep the communication open. General 
Abercromby found it impracticable to give 
Colonel Hartley aſſiſtance till Cannanore was 
reduced The government of that diſtrict 
had, during the rains, made a treaty with 
the chief of Tellicherry; had evaded a com- 
pliance with the articles ;, had invited. a force 
ſtationed by Tippoo in the Cherical country, 
and which had retired at the opening of the 


campaign, to return to their defence; and 


had at length openly avowed their hoſtile in- 
tentions. 

On the oth the general encamped on the 
heights of Egar, and was joined on the 12th 
and 13th by the neighbouring rajahs and 
about 2000 irregular Nairs. The next day 
they moved towards the enemy, who were 
ſtrongly poſted on heights to the ſouthward, 
and eaſtward of Cannanore, defended by a 
chain of ſtone redoubts with cannon in them. 
The General, on viewing their poſition, re- 
ſolved to gain poſſeſſion of Avery redoubt 
in the center of their poſts, and early the 
next morning demoliſhed their defences, and 


obliged them to eyacuate the place. He then 


E 4 attacked 
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attacked the height of Carley, which ſurrender- 
ed at day-break on the 16th. The general was 
now in poſſeſſion of the heights and works to 
the ſouthward, and could completely prevent 
the enemy's retreat. Convinced of their dan- 
ger, they offered to capitulate. Articles 
were agreed on, and hoſtages received. The 


Cannanore troops, amounting to 800 men, 


retired within the town, and Tippoo's forces 
paraded in front of their encampment, and 
agreeable to the terms that had been granted, 
furrendered their arms and all Circar proper- 


ty, and engaged not to ſerve during the war. 
They were upwards of 5000. Fhe fort of 


Cannanore was ſummoned immediately af- 
terwards, and furrendered without condi- 
tions. The fort of Biliapatam alſo ſurren- 
dered in the evening, and the garriſon receiv- 
ed the fame terms with the reſt of Tippoo's 
troops. 1 f 

In the mean time, Lieutenant Colonel 
Hartley, with his little detachment, had 
compleatly defeated and diſperſed the corps 


oppoſed to them, and were in poſſeſſion of 


Turuckabad, the capital of Paniani. He 
then marched to Ventzitty Cottah, where 
. the. 
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tacked, they retreated, having diſputed the 
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the enemy's force that was poſted, amounted: 
to 10,000 men. On his approach they re- 
treated, and the fort ſurrendered. The ene- 
my were found poſted in a wood in the front 
of the village of Tervanangurry. Being at- 


ground, which was full of hedges and mud- 


banks. They then formed in front, and in 


the flanks of the fort of Frincalore, but the 
Engliſh obliged the fort to ſurrender, and to- 
tally diſperſed them. Upwards of 800 were f 
taken in the fort. Mootaub Khan, who E 
commanded them, retreated to Turuckabad, _ 
and left it the next day with about 2000 men. 
and a conſiderable ſum in ſpecie, and. fled to. 
the Gauts. Lieutenant Colonel Hartley ad- 
vanced to that place, and the remains. of their 
army laid down. their arms. A conſiderable 
quantity of military and other ſtores were 
captured, and in particular the guns taken 
from the Travancore lines. 

The forts of Berragurry and As 
in the Cartanad country, ſtill remained in the 
poſſeſſion of Tippoo's troops. A detach- 
ment was now ſent againſt them, who re- 
turned in ten days with 400 priſoners, whom 

ES they 
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they had taken without any loſs. The fort 


furrendered with little oppoſition, on near- 


ly the ſame. terms as Cannanore. 

Such was the ſucceſs of the Britiſh arms, 
which gave Tippoo Sultaun no ſmall con- 
ſternation ; but the chief thing which chagrin- 


ed this eaſtern. tyrant,. was the capture of. 


Bangalore, and the attending conſequences ; 
an account of which Lord Cornwallis gives 
in the following letter addreſſed to the Ho- 
nourable Court of Dirsctors: 


I ſhall not trouble your honourable- 


court with an explanation of the nature 
of the inceſſant exertions, both of body and: 
mind, which are required by the various du- 
ties of my preſent ſituation, nor ſhould I now 
have alluded to them, but that I am under 
the indiſpenſible neceſſity of ſtating them, as 


the cauſe of my being obliged, on this occa- 


ſion, inſtead of entering into a detail of par- 
ticulars, to-limit myſelf to a conciſe and ge- 
neral account of our late operations, and of 
our future intentions. 

« Our preparations for the campaign hav- 
ing been completed at Madras, the army 
marched 
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marched from Velhout on the 5th of February, 
and having reached Vellore on the 11th, we 
halted there two days for the purpoſe of draw- 
ing from thence a ſupply to my ſtock of provi- 
ſions, and an addition that had been prepared 
to the battering train; and of receiving ſome 
ſtores, and recovering mEn from Arnee. 
4 had, previous to my arrival at Vellore, 
employed every means in my power, to obtain 
accurate deſcriptions of the different paſſes that 
lead into the Myſore country : and having ſeen 
fufficient grounds to be confident that the 
Moogly paſs could eaſily be rendered practica- 
ble, I turned off to the right at Vellore, and 
not only aſcended the paſs without much diffi- 
culty, but, by having taken a route that Tippoo 
does not ſeem to have expected, I was alſo 
lucky enough to advance a conſiderable diſtance 
into his country, before it was poſlible for him 
to give us the leaſt obſtruction. 
The forts of Colar and Ouſcottah lay in 
our route to Bangalore, and ſurrendered to us 
without reſiſtance; but, as neither of them 
were in a tenable condition, nor at that time 
of any value to us, I left them unoceupied, af- 
ter 
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ter diſarming and diſmiſſing their ſmall. garri- 


ſons. 6 be 
« I arrived before Bangalore on the aſter- 
noon of the 5th of March, and on the 6th the 


engineers were employed in reconnoitering the 


place, both in the morning and in the evening. 
On their latter excurſion, Lieutenant. Colonel 


Floyd, who eſcorted. them with the whole ca- 
valry, diſcovered the rear of Tippoo's line of 


march, apparently in great confuſion; and un- 
fortunately ſuffered himſelf to be tempted by 
the flattering proſpect of ſtriking an important 
blow,. to deviate from the orders he had re- 
ceived from me, and to attack the enemy; His 
ſucceſs at firſt was great, but the length and ar- 


dour of the purſuit. threw his ſquadrons into 
great confuſion. In this ſtate they were charged 


by Tippoo's cavalry, and being out of the 
reach of all ſupport, they were obliged to retire 
with great precipitation, and withjthe loſs of 
about 2co men and near 300 horſes. Lieute- 
nant Colonel Floyd received a. very ſevere 


wound in the face, from which however I. have 
the pleaſure to add, that. he is now perfeQly 


recovered. 
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The ill ſucceſs of our examination, the 
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fear of loſing time, and many other circum- 
ſtances, of which the hopes of obtaining a ſup- 
ply of forage was not the leaſt, induced me to 
determine immediately to attack the fort from 


the Pettah ſide. The Pettah was accordingly 
aſſaulted and carried on the morning of the 7th, 


and the ſiege of the fort, which was rendered 
ſingularly arduous, not only by the ſcarcity of 


forage and the ſtrength. of its works and garri- 


ſon, but alſo by the preſence of Tippoo and his 


whole army,. was happily. terminated by an af- 


ſault on the night of the 21ſt, in which the 


Killedar and a great number of his garriſon 


were put to the ſword, and our loſs in propor- 
tion to the nature of the enterpriſe was ex- 
tremely inconſiderable. I cannot however help 


expreſſing, on this occaſion, my ſincere regret 


for the death of the brave and valuable officer 
Lieutenant Colonel Moorhouſe, who was kil- 
led at the aſſault of the Pettah on the 7th of 
March. | 44 Ve | 
J have not yet been able to obtain correct 
liſts of the ordnance, or of the different articles 


rhat were found in the magazines of the place; 


and J can therefore only ſay, in general, that 
| there 
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there were upwards of 1 co ſerviceable pieces of 
ordnance, near 50 of which were braſs, a large 
quantity of grain, and an immenſe depôt of mi- 
litary ſtores. 

« Although Tippoo approached our poſition, 
and even cannonaded the camp, both on the 7th 
and 17th, yet on theſe occaſions, and on all 
others during the ſieges, he took his meaſures 
with ſo much caution, as put it effectually out 
of my power to force him to riſk an action; and 
on the night of the aſſault he retired, in great 
haſte, from the ſouth ſide of the fortreſs where 
he was then poſted, immediately upon his being 
acquainted with its fall. After giving ſome 
repairs to the breaches, making a number of 
neceſſary. arrangements, and leaving the train 
of heavy artillery to be refitted during my ab- 
ſence, I moved from Bangalore on the 28th, 
with the deſign of ſecuring a ſafe and ſpeedy 
junction with a large body of cavalry that the 
Nizam had promiſed to ſend me, and of receiv- 
ing a reinforcement of troops, and a ſupply of 
proviſions and ſtores which I had ſome time be- 
fore ordered to be in readineſs to join me, by the 
way of Amboor, from the Carnatic, conſider- 
ing thoſe as neceſſary preliminary meaſures for 

enabling 
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enabling me to proceed to the attack of Seringa- 
patam : and I, at the ſame time, communicated: 
my intentions to General Abercromby, and 
directed him to uſe every exertion in his power: 
that might be conſiſtent with the' ſafety. of the 
corps under his command ; to prepare himſelf 
in the manner that I preſcribed, to give me 

elfectual aſſiſtance when I ſhould reach the 


cnemy's capital. 


4 Tippoo having made a movement to the 
weſtward, on the fame day that I marched from 
the neighbourhood of Bangalore, I fell in with 
his rear at the diſtance of about eight or nine 
miles from that place; but from the want of 
a ſufficient body of cavalry, it was found im- 
practicable, after a purſuit of conſiderable 
length, either to bring him to action, or to 
gain any advantage over him, except that of 
taking one braſs gun, which, owing to its car- 
riage breaking down, he was n to 1 
upon the road. 

« My firſt object being to form a e 
with the Nizam's cavalry, I made ſuch move- 
ments or took ſuch poſitions as I knew would 
effectually prevent Tippoo from intercepting 
them, or even from diſturbing their march; 

but 
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but although J was at great pains to point out 
the ſafety of the march to Rajah Teige Wunt, 
and to encourage him to proceed, the effects of 
my recommendations and requeſts were but 
flow; and after waſte of time, which at this 
late ſeaſon of the year was invaluable, and which 
almoſt exhauſted my patience, this junction was 
not made till the 1 3th inſtant. ; 

« It is not eaſy to aſcertain the number of 
the corps with preciſion, but I ſuppoſe it io a- 
mount to fifteen or ſixteen thouſand horſe : and 
though they are extremely defective in almoſt 
every point of military diſcipline, yet as the 
men are in general well mounted, and the chiefs 
have given me the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of their 


diſpoſition to do every thing in their power to 


promote the ſucceſs of our operations, I am in 
great hopes that we {hall derive material ad- 


vantage from their aſſiſtance. 


« This junction being . accompliſhed, I 
marched on to effect my next object without 
loſs of time; and having arrived at my preſent 
camp on the 18th, and ordered the moſt expe- 
ditious meaſures to be taken for tranſporting the 


ſtores from the head of the paſs, I ſhall com- 


mence my. march again to the weltward on the 
11 | | 22d, 
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22d, and after calling at Bangalore for my hea- 
vy artillery, I truſt that I ſhall find it practica- 
ble to reach Seringapatam before the 12th of 
next month. 

« No ufeful purpofe could be promoted by 
my enumerating the difficulties which I have al- 
ready encountered in carrying on the operations 
of this campaign, and it would be equally un- 
profitable to enlarge at preſent upon the obſta- 
cies which I forefee to our future progrefs: they 
are however of ſo weighty a nature, that under 
different circumſtances I ſhould undoubtedly 
act with more caution, and defer the attempt 
upon the enemy's capital till after the enfuing 
rains; but acquainted as I am with the unſet- 
tled ſituation of political affairs in Europe, and 
knowing that a procraſtinated war would occa- 
fion almoſt certain ruin to your finances, I con- 
ſider it as a duty which E owe to my ſtation and 
to my country, todifregard the hazard to which 
my own military reputation may be expoſed'; 
and to proſecute with every ſpecies of precau- 
tion, that my judgment or experience may ſug- 
geſt, the plan which is moſt likely to bring the 
war to an early deciſion. 


« T have 
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« haye at the ſame. time been the more en- 
couraged to perſerere in the execution of my 
original intentions, as both the Nizam and the 
Mahrattas have of late ſnown an uncommon a- 
lacrity in fulfilling their engagements, which 
by the ſmalleſt appearance of backwardneſs on 
our part, would be immediately cooled, and 
which I truſt will, in addition to our own ef- 
forts, eſſentially contribute to eounteract many 
of the diſadvantages which the difficulty of the 
march, the riſk of ſcarcity of proviſions and fo- 
rage, and the approach of the rainy ſeaſon, pre- 
ſent againſt the undertaking ;. and if thoſe ob- 
ſtacles can be overcome, the capture of Seringa- 
patam will probably in its conſequences, fur- 
niſh an ample reward for our labours. 

« A few days aſter our ſucceſs at Bangalore, 
Tippoo repeated his propoſitions to open a ne- 
gociation for terminating our differences; but 
whether with a ſincere deſire to obtaiꝶ peace, or 
with the inſidious hopes of inciting jealouſies in. 
our allies, by inducing me to liſten to his ad- 
vances, is not certain. The line for my con- 
duct however was clear ; and conformable to 
our treaties, I declined. in civil and moderate 
terms to receive a perſon of confidence, on his 

| Part, 


TIPPOO 8ULTAUN. 91 


part, to diſcuſs the ſeparate intereſts of the com- 
pany: but informed him, if he ſhould think 
proper to make propoſitions in writing for a ge- 
neral accommodation with all the members of 
the confederacy, I ſhould, after communicating 
with the other powers, tranſmit our Joint ſenti 
ments upon them. 

« ] ſhall refer you entirely to the accounts 
that you will receive from the different govern- 
ments, of the details of their reſpective buſineſs; 
and thall only add, that the perfonal attention 
that I have experienced from the members of 
the ſupreme board, and the zeal which they 
have manifeſted ſince J left Calcutta, in pro- 
moting the public good, has given me very 
particular ſatisfaction. | 
The Swallow packet will remain in readi- 
neſs to be diſpatched in Auguſt, or ſooner, if it 
ſhould be thought expedient; and I ſhall, by 
that opportunity, have the honor of writing 
fully to you on ſeveral of thoſe ſubjects, on 
which you muſt no doubt be anxious to receive 
minute information. T cannot. however con- 
clude this letter without bearing the moſt ample 
teſtimony to the zeal.and alacrity which have 
been. uniformly manifeſted: by his majeſty's and 
the 
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the company's troops, in the performance of 
the various duties of fatigue and danger in the 
courſe of this campaign, and aſſuring you that 
they are entitled to the meſt diſtinguiſhed marks 
of your approbation. 


I have the honor to be 
With the greateſt reſpeQ,, 
Honorable Sirs, 
Your moſt obedient, and 
Moſt humble Servant, 


* 


April 21, 1791. 


Reſpecting the Killedar, an old and faithful 


ſoldier of Tippoo's, who was killed in the con- 


teſt, a circumſtance occurred which deſerves to 
be mentioned as remarkably illuſtrative of the 
Sultaun's character. Lord Cornwallis ſent a 
meſſage to the Myſore chief, informing him 
that the body of the Killedar, who was lain in 
defence of the fort, ſhould be tranſmitted to 
him, if he deſired it. The Sultaun's anſwer 
was truly magnanimous.—“ T conſider,” 
he replied, « that ſpot of ground which the 
= es body 
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body of a ſoldier covers, when he falls in the 
execution of his duty, as the moſt honorable 


which can be choſen for his grave.”—— The 
Britiſh commander accordingly had him interred 
in that ſpot, with all military honors. 

Several manceuvres had been practiſed by 
Tippoo's generals with adroitneſs ; wild bul- 
locks were continually driven among the Eng- 
liſh troops, which had the deſired effect of 


throwing ſome inte confuſion, and toſſing o- 
thers in the air. 


CHAP. 
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Tippoo's unwarrantable meaſures of cruelty—A/- 
ſaſſmation of three European priſoners —Story 
of Hamilton—Inhuman murder — Proceedings 
of each army — Tippoo purſued—Alarming flate 

Ff the bullocks—Lord Cormwallis's mortifying 
retreat. Tippos attempts a negociation — Inion 

s ef the Britiſh and Mahratta forces —Gallantty 

of the Killedar of Maddore—Termination of the 

ſecond campaign. 


DisAPPOINTMEMT and vexation now 
prompted Tippoo to unwarrantable meaſures of f 
cruelty. Piqued at the bold proceedings and | ; 
ſucceſs of Lord Cornwallis, and in order to [1 
prevent certain diſcoveries, this vindictive chief 
ordered the aſſaſſination of three priſoners who 
had been for ſome time in cloſe cuſtody in his 
dungeon at Ouſſore. His conduct in this in- 
ſtance has been attributed to a ſpirit of revenge 
after his recent loſſes at Bangalore; but proba- 
bly it originated in motives of policy. He had 
repeatedly and ſolemnly declared that no Euro- 
ue were retained againſt their will in his do- 
minions. 
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minions. When therefore the tide 6f his af- 
fairs was rapidly turning againſt him, he ſeems 
to have adopted this barbatous meaſure ſimply 
to prevent the diſcovery of his own falſchood 
and treachery. 

One of theſe unfortunate priſoners, Hamil- 
ton, was an officer in the Britiſh navy, He 
deſpaired of freedom, and had contracted an in- 
timacy with a female of Myſore, by whom he 
had a family : having happily acquired a tho= 
rough knowledge of their language, he toiled 
for their maintenance in the capacity of a car- 
penter. When the order for their execution 
came, the Killedar was ſupplicated by the ſur- 
rounding people to ſpare the poor wretches lives. 
Hamilton's diſtreſt family pleaded hard in his 
behalf ; the tears of his wife and children now 
prevailed, and he was given to their entreaties, 
The other two were beheaded with the ſabre, 
and their heads ſevered at one blow. On the 
capture of Bangalore, the order for Hamilton's 
death was repeated; ineffectual now was all 
ſupplication—he took leave of his children and 
their diſtracted weeping mother then, ſubmit- 
ting himſelf to the executioner's ſtroke, ſuffered 
with unparalleled fortitude. But either through 

a deſire 
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a deſire to double his ſufferings, or through pity 
for his more lamentable ſituation, the executi- 


oner was not ſo dexterous as before, for he re- 


peated the blow before he cut off his head! 

It was Lord Cornwallis's intention to march 
immediately to Seringapatam, aſter the impor- 
tant fortreſs of Bangalore was completely ſub- 
dued; but his lordſhip prudently deferred this 
favourite meaſure, till he had formed a junction 
with the Nizam's cavalry, which, as his letter 
demonſtrates, occaſioned much delay, He had 


alſo been promiſed a ſupply of proviſions, by 


ſome northern Poligars, who had recently re- 
volted from their allegiance to the Sultaun: at 
the ſame time he was alſo in expectation of re- 
ceiving further ſupplies which he had ordered 
from Caroor. With ſuch objects in view, he 
left Bangalore, and marching to the north, had 
the good fortune to ſucceed in all his wiſhes. 
The Poligars furniſhed him with all he ſtood in 
need of, but were afterwards ſeverely puniſhed 
by Tippoo for their treachery. At the edge of 
the Gauts he met with the party from Caroor, 


who, beſides an additional ſupply of proviſions, 


brought him a reinforcement of 700 European, 
and 


* 
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and 4,500 native troops. Thus crowned with 
ſucceſs, he returned to Bangalore. 
While the main army was thus honorably 
employed, General Abercromby was marching 
towards Myſore, with the hope of ſharing the 
bonors of the war. He reached Poodicherrum 
pals, oppoſite to Cannanore (March 1). where 
he was directed to remain till further orders. 
Being deſired to quit that ſituation, he proceeded 
| immediately to Periapatam, about three miles 
diſtance from Seringapatam, 

His lordſhip having arranged every thing t to 
his mind, ſet forward on his expedition (May 
3) againſt the Sultaun's capital. The roads 
through which he paſſed were in ſeveral places 
deep and rugged, and had been rendered conſi- 
derably worſe than uſual by the fall of an im- 
moderate quantity of rain, which at this ſeaſon 
1 was quite unexpected. After a fatiguing march, 
during ten days, being obliged to wade through 
great waters, and encounter many difficulties, 
he arrived at length at Arakeery, which is diſ- 
tant from Seringapatam about nine miles. 

Pippoo, who had been already four days at 
his capital, was from this ſituation perceived 
to march out of the iſland on which that town 
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is built, and to take poſſeſſion of a ding poſt 
in the front of it. The direct approach to the 
poſition which was thus occupied on the ſide of 


Arakeery, was through a very narrow valley, 


full of ſwamps and ravines. His lordſhip, de- 
terred by this circumſtance from making an at- 
tack in this direction, determined to conduct 
his troops by a circuitous route round the hills, 
with the hope of ſurpriſing Tippoo in his camp, 


or at leaſt procuring more equal ground for a 


en. gs 
This hazardous expedition was undertaken 
at eleven o'clock at night; when it was ſo very 
dark and ſtormy, and the roads almoſt inacceſli- 
ble, that at day break he found to his great mor- 
tification he had made but a ſhort progreſs. Still 


he puſhed en in profound filence, much diſap- 
pointed, but not diſpirited; and actually ar- 
rived within three miles of the enemy's camp. 


before the leaſt alarm was given. His near ap- 
proach being at length perceived, a large body 
of the enemy was immediately put in motion, 
and diſpatched to occupy ſome high ground, 
commanding a deep ravine, through which he 
was {till under the neceflity of paſſing. Unfor- 
tunately this ſpot was ſeized at the very time 


that 
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that the Britiſh troops were deſcending on the 
other ſide towards the ravine. Some guns were 
now brought to bear from the height, which 
for a while damped the Britiſh ardour; at laſt 
the troops, after a delay of full two hours, form- 
ed on the other fide of the ravine, and were 
during that time dreadfully expoſed to the ene- 
my's fire. Indeed their lines muſt have been 
greatly diſcompoſed, had it not been for a rocky 
eminence which happily afforded them ſome 
ſhelter, . a 
It was deemed expedient, before any diſpoſi- 2A 
tion could be teſtified for ation, to diſlodge the 9 
enemy from the height. Colonel Maxwell was | 
appointed this taſk, who with one column of 
the army puſhed forward with ſo much ſpirit, 
that he ſoon became maſter of the eminence: 
the whole army then followed, and the action 
became general. Colonel Maxwell preſſed the 
enemy on the left flank ; Colonel Floyd with 
the cavalry on the right ; while General Me- 
dows, - with the line under his command, at- 
tacked in front, Tippoo, notwithſtanding his 
perſonal exertions in the field, was obliged to 
give way, and was purſued until he took refuge 
under the batteries of the iſland. Lord Corn- 
1 wallis, 
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wallis, after this fortunate action, encamped on 
the very ſpot where the conteſt had terminated. 
Nov it was expected that meaſures would be 
concerted for the reduction of Seringapatam. 
But his lordſhip thought it prudent ſtill to defer 
this enterpriſe, until he could form a junction 
with General Abercromby, Who was then at 
Periapatam waiting for oxders. He deemed. it 
expedient to have an army capable of keeping 
the Sultaun in check of the ſouthern fide of the 
iſland, while he forced his paſſage over the Ca- 
very on the northern ſide. He imagined that 
without ſuch aſſiſtance he might have been ex- 
poſed, in attempting the paſſage, to a croſs fire 
from a ſtrong fort not very diſtant from the ford 
over which the paſſage might have been forced, 
and from:the main army of the enemy, which 
might have otherwiſe taken a favourable poſi- 
tion for ſuch deſign, | After a halt, of two days 
he forſook with this view his new poſt, and 
marched the army to Kanambaddy. On ac- 
count of the weak ſtate of the bullocks, they 
only advanced ſeven miles the firſt day, and 
twelve the ſecond, The condition of theſe uſe- 
ful animals was now minutely examined; and 
it was found that their number was alarmingly 
| dimi- 
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diminiſhed, and that ſeveral of thoſe vhich 
were ſtill living were almof incapable of ſer- 
vice, through the extreme fatigue which they 
had endured, but more particularly an epidemi- 
cal-diſorder that had lately broken ont among 
them. It likewiſe appeared that the ſtock of 
proviſions in hand was inadequate to the proba- 


ble conſumption of the army for 'a longer pe- 


riod than would be ſufficient to take them back 
to Bangalore, Theſe galling circumſtances 
obliged his lord{hip to relinquiſh the fair proſ- 
pec in view, and abandon forthe preſent a wiſh 
that now almolt ſeemed within» his graſp. - He 
therefore inſtantly diſpatched orders to General 
Abercromby to return to the Malabar Coaſt; 
Accordingly that general, but with great reluc- 


tance, left Periapatam, where he had been only 


four days, and fell back towards the weſtern 
Gauts, after having deſtroyed a part of the bat- 


tering: train which had been deſtined for the ſiege 


== 


May 26th his lordſhip commenced his morti- 
ging retreat, but had ſcarcely proceeded ſix 
miles from Kanambaddy Ford, when a party of 
ſtrange horſe unexpeRtedly rode in on the bag- 
8580 flank. They were ſuppoſed at firſt to be 

F 3 enemies, 


of S eringapatam. 


clined the acceptance of the former, and an- 
ſwered in general terms to the propoſition for 
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enemies, but to the great joy and ſurpriſe of the 


army, proved to be the advanced guard of a 


powerful Mahratta force, which was marching 
wuh all poſlible ſpeed to the ſupport of :the-Brie 
tiſh troops. This force conſiſted of two confi» 
derable armies; one under the command of 
Purſeram Bhow (a celebrated Mahratta war- 


rior) amounting to 20,000 horſe and foot, with 


two battalions of Sepoys ; the other under Hur- 
ry Punt, a Bramin of the . n rank, to the 
number of about 12,000 men. 11 


Tippoo, previous to the aQuual de of 
the confederates, attempted to open a negocia- 


tion with Lord Cornwallis. He ſent for this 
purpoſe a numerous retinue of ſervants with 


large preſents and letters: but his lordſhip de- 


opening a negociation, that without the con- 
currence of the ae, no n of this * could 
be taken. 2 Fi; 1303 Ef 

” Now the Britiſh a army, finland en ak- 
ratta forces, were no longer in dread of a ſcar- 
city of proviſions. But it was too late now to 
make any attempt upon Seringapatam, as the 


ny! 3 * the retreat 
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was determined; the periodical rains were alſo 
ſetting in, and moreover General Abercromby 
had already deſcended the Gauts. This enter» 
priſe was therefore relinquiſhed for the preſent, 
and it was reſolved in the mean time to eſta- 
bliſh the head-quarters, during the monſoon, in 
the neighbourhood of Bangalore, that ſupplies 
might be there eollected for more effetual ope- 
rations: againſt Seringapatam when the feaſon 
would permit ; and that the confederate forces, 
by carrying the war into the northern diſtricts 
of Myſore, might in fome degree, during the 
ö interim, fubſiſt at the expence of the enemy. 
HI bey found, on their return to Bangalore, 
that the fort of Maddore was taken and deſtroy- 
ed. The gallant Killedar Outradoog was ſum- 
moned, but returned the following noble an- 
= fer, © That he had eaten Tippoo's falt“ 
IS (meaning that he had received his pay} « for 
= twenty: years, and was reſolved not to ſurrender 
de fort entruſted to his care, till Seringapatam 
nſelf was captured.” Savendroog was next re- 
connoĩtred, but not inveſted. A- ſeparation 
took place at this time in the combined armies: 
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Purferam Bhow marched to the north-weſt, to- 
wards Sera And thus, what may be -termed* 
the' ſecond campaign of the war, terminated. 
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Lie. Lordſhip on his arrival at Bangalore, 
did not remain inacłive during the g ainy ſeaſon, 
but conſtantly turned allchis thoughts to haſten} 
and ſecure the neceſſaf Ppreparations for com- 
C614 4 1 mencing 
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mencing the next campaign with inereaſed vi- 
gour. His firſt object was to open a commu- 
nication with the Carnatic, The Muglu paſs 
through which he had penetrated into Myſore, 
was thought leſs adapted to this. purpoſe than 
that of Policode. He therefore determined on 
immediately reducing the forts which might 
oppoſe the paſſage of the convoys ; advancing 
by this route from the Carnatic to Bangalore. 
For the 'proſecution of this plan, he ſet out 
towards Ouſſore, (July 15) through a country 
in high cultivation, which had been hitherto 
exempt from the calamities of war. Fhe ene- 
my at his approach evacuated the fort, but had 
not time to carry off all the ſtores. A journal 
was here found, which corroborated the ſtory 

of the three unfortunate Engliſh priſoners in the 
preceding chapter. The inhabitants ho told 


the piteous tale with much ſimplicity and com- 
paſſion, pointed out their graves, and curioſity 
being excited, they were opened, and the 
headleſs trunks of the poor wretches diſcovered» 
who from their hair and clothes were evidently 
Europeans. 
Hence his Lordſhip ha to 8 
which after a flight reſiſtance to the detachment 
a F 5 that 
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that was ſent againſt it, immediately at the ap- 
proach of the main army ſurrendered. This was 
followed by the reduction of all the hill-forts 
in the neighbourhood of the Policode paſs, An- 
chittydurgam, Neelagheri, Rutnagheri, Oodea- 
durgam, and Chinraydurgam. Three of theſe 
were deſtroyed, and only Anchittydurgam, and 
Oodeadurgam kept and garrifoned. 

For ſome time the army continued in the 
neighbourhood of Ouſſore, in order to cover a 


convoy, which was daily expected from the 


Carnatic, and which arrived in perfect ſafety, 
(Auguſt 10) and brought a ſupply of one hun- 
dred elephants, and ſix thouſand bullocks laden 
with rice. 

Tippoo, before the army moved from this 
poſition, made another unſucceſsful attempt at 
a negociation. Being diſtreſſed on every ſide, 
and probably deſpairing of effectually creating a 
jealouſy among the members of the confedera - 
cy, it was now underſtood that he conſented to 
treat with the allies as well as the Britiſh go- 


vernment. His ambaſſador was by birth a 


Mahratta, but ſo far ſrom being acceptable to 
his countrymen, that Lord Cornwallis was ob- 
liged to give him a guard to protect him from 


their reſentment. Previous to a declaration of 
his maſter's ſentiments on the object of his miſ- 
ſion, he propoſed certain conditions with reſ- 
© pea to the forms of his reception, with which 
tit was judged highly improper to comply; but 
not being inſtructed to diſpenſe with the obſer- 
vation of ſuch forms, he declined entering into 
any negociation whatever, and much to the ſa- 
tisfaction of the allies, was, in conſequence, 
immediately diſmiſſed, 

Now, as the communication with the Car- 
natic was opened and rendered ſecure, his lord- 
ſhip next reſolved to eſtabliſh a communication 
with the country of the Nizam, from whence 
important ſupplies might alſo be procured, 
The principal forts which were ſituated between 
this country and Bangalore were Raymanghur, 
 Ambagee-Durgum, . Chittum-Cottha, d 
doog, and Calarum-Conda. 

September 14 a detachment, under Major 
Gowdie, was diſpatched upon this ſervice. 
Raymanghur made ſome reſiſtance, but ſurren- 
dered at diſcretion, after a vigorous aſſault of a 
few hours. Ambagee-Durgum and Chittum= 1 
Cottha ſubmitted on the firſt ſummons. The f 2 
capture of Nundrydoog afforded a wider field 15 

F 6 for | 
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for the diſplay of Britiſh valour. This is a ca- 
pital of an extenſive diſtrit, and is ſeated on 

the ſummit of a lofty mountain, at leaſt 1,700 
feet high, acceſſible only on one fide, where 
two walls and an outwork hall been erected for 
its protection. 

Againſt this formidable fort, ſtrengthened by 
new works, and garriſoned with ſome of Tip- 
poo's beſt troops, Major Gowdie with but a 
handtul of men, intrepidly: advanced. In con- 
ſequence of the diſtance of his batteries, little 
ſucceſs attended his firſt attempt. Not diſcou— 
raged, though much diſappointed at the little 
impreſſion which he had been able to make, he 
immediately determined to aſcend the rugged 
mountain itfelt, on the only ſide by which it 

was practicable, and erect his batteries upon 
rt. After 14 days inceſſant toil and hazard, at 
length he completed his object, and breached 
the walls; but ſtill the commandant refuſed to 
ſurrender. Lord Cornwallis at this moment 
{ent a reinforcement under general Medows to 
make an aſſault, if neceſſary; while the whole 
army moved to a poſt within four miles of the 
fort. An aflault being reſolved, ſome perſon, 
immediately before the troops advanced on this 
difficult 
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difficult and dangerous enterprize, obſerved that 
a mine was ſuppoſed to be near the breach. 
General Medows with a ſpirit and preſence of 
mind, which few in firmilar cireumſtances; 
could have diſplayed, replied inſtantly, „ that 
if a mine was really there, it could only be a 
mine of gold, and ruſhed without delay to the 
breach. The aſſailants were terribly annoyed, 
not ſo much by the fire of the garriſon, as by 
immenſe fragments of {tones which were rolled 
from the ſummit of the hill, and- perpetually: 
bounding from the ſolid rock, came down with 
an impetuoſity, hardly to be conceived. Vet 

in ſpite of every obſtacle, the works were at 
length carried. This capture occaſioned the 
ſurrender of the remaining fort Calarum-Con= 
da, without oppoſition. 

In the mean time, the unfortunate Sultaun 
attempted to regain what he had formerly loſt 
in the ſouthern diſtricts of his dominions. A 
very inconſiderable force was ſtationed in Coim-: 
betore, under the command of Lieutenant 
Chalmers. Tippoo accordingly directed his 
views to this point, and flattered. himſelf that 
he might happily recover at leaſt one of the rich 
gems, which had been lately raviſhed from the 


My ſorean 
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Myſorean empire. He diſpatched therefore, 
immediately after the retreat of the Britiſh 
army from Seringapatam, a ſmall body of 
troops to Coimbetore, which, after a fruitleſs 
attempt to ſtorm the fort, were driven back to 
the very confines of Myſore, with loſs and diſ- 
grace. 6 

Tippoo, notwithſtanding, did not abandon 
the enterprize. As ſoon as the care of his con- 
voys gave him leiſure, (which was not until the 
month of October) he ſent Cummer-ud Deen 
Cawn, his ſecond in command, with a far ſupe- 
rior force: at the ſame time enjoining that Ge- 
neral, after his deſcent into the low country, to 
diſpatch immediately a detachment to Kiſtnag- 
hery, in the Barramaul, the only place of any 
conſequence which he retained between Banga- 
lore and the Carnatic. - By this manoeuvre, he 
hoped to intercept the Britiſh convoys, which 
would ſcarcely expect to find an enemy advanc- 
ing againſt them by ſo circuitous a route. 

His general, Cummer-ud Deen, ſoon ap- 
peared before Coimbetore, and commenced a 
vigorous ſiege. Major Cuppage, who was ſta- 
tioned with a ſmall force at Palacautcherry, 
advanced immediately to the relief of the fort, 

but 
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but finding he was not able to cope with ſo ſu- 
perior an enemy, and dreading leſt his retreat 
ſhould be cut off if he ventured to attack the 
Cawn, fell back again to Palacautcherry. 
Now with redoubled ardour the ſiege was 
preſſed, until Lieutenant Chalmers, deprived 
of all hopes of relief, agreed to capitulate. 

The terms of capitulation were, that the 
garriſon ſhould march out. of the fort with the 
honors of war, and ſhould be immediately ſent 
to Palacautcherry, with permiſſion of going 
from thence to the Carnatic, on their parole, 
where they were toremain during the war. 

As ſoon, however, as the Cawn took poſ- 
ſeſſion of the fort, he informed Lieutenant 
Chalmers, that the terms of the capitulation 
could not be valid, till ratified by Tippoo Sul- 
taun. This Tippoo refuſed to do, and order- 


ed the priſoners, with Lieutenants Chalmers 


and Naſh, to be brought to Seringapatam. 


The detachment, principally conſiſting of light 


horſe, which the Cawn had diſpatched to the 
Barramaul, not finding the convoys which the 
Sultaun hoped to intercept, plundered and ra- 
vaged the country, When Lord Cornwallis 
heard of thefe depredations, he ſent Colonel 
Maxwell 
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Maxwell to oppoſe them. Phe chief rendez- 
vous of the enemy, was a ſtrong mud fort, called 
Ponagra, which the colonel aſſaulted, captured, 
and blew up, Having  feoured the Barramaul 
tothe ſouth, he proceeded againſt Kiltnaghery, 
vehich contains two forts atid a pettah. His ob- 
ject ſeemetd to be to deſtroy the lower fort and 
pettah; with this view it was aſfaulted in the 
night. Phe garriſon inſtantly fled to the upper 
fort, where a party of the alluilants raſhly ven- 
tured. to follow them, but were repulſed. with 
conſiderable loſs. The lower fort and the Pet- 
tah were now deſtroyed,” and Colonel Maxwell 
having executed his orders in the Barramaul,. 
returned to the main army. 

Lord Cornwallis thus ſucceſsful in every 
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= [ quarter, began now to think more ſeriouſly of 
{ | | the chief object of this campaign. But to pre- 
Bi vent the neceſlity of a ſecond retreat, in the ve- 
= bi ry moment of victory, from a poſſible defici- 

= ency of ſupplies, he firſt determined to attempt 
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& the reduction of the forts ſituated: in the country 
between Bangalore and Seringapatam; the moſt 
important of which, were Savendroog and Out- 
radroog. 
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The former of theſe is ſo well fortified by 
nature and art, that it has been thought impreg- 
nable. It is built on an immenſe rock, ariſing 
to the perpendicular height of à mile from a 
baſe, which is ſaid to be nine or ten miles in 
circumference. It is ſecured on every ſide by 
many thick and well diſpoſed walls and barriers, 
which ſeem to defy all idea of hoſtile apptoach; 
while the ſummit of the rock, which is ſepa- 
rated by a deep chaſm, is crowned with two 
diſtinct citadels, capable of affording ſhel= 
ter to the - garri fon, if driven from the lower 
works. The atmoſphere of the ſurrounding 
country is conceived to be extremely unwhole- 
fome, and that from this circumſtance; it de- 
ri ved the name of n which: ſignifies 
the Rock f Dealbt. 5 en 
The detachment ſent againſt this formidable 
--fortreſs, (December 10) was under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Stuart. He was 
fupported by. the main army encamped in the 
neighbourhood, ' The artillery” was dragged 
through woods and up -precipices with incredi- 
ble toil and perſeverance, before batteries could 
be erected with any proſpect of ſucceſs. .* At 


aft this labour being ended, the batteries ſox. 
42180 10090 | began 
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began to open, and in a few days effected x 


breach. Then cemmenced' the aſſault, and 


notwithſtanding the difficulty of the enterprize,. 


it was crowned with moſt extraordinary ſucceſs. 


The lower works were-carried without oppo- 
ſition, and ſo great was the conſternation. of 
the garriſon, that they abandoned at the ſame 
time the fortification on the eaſtern; ſummit of 
the mountain, all erouding to that on the weſt- 
n ſummit, Their ruin was oceaſioned by 
this circumſtance: for the ſteepneſs and rugged- 
neſs of the rock in this part, ſ@ retarded the fu- 
gitives, that a body of our troops found means 


to enter the gates of the weſtern hill with them, 


and thus became complete maſters of both ſum- 
mits. In this aſſault the Engliſh did not loſe a 
man, although the enemy left almoſt three 
hundred, killed and wounded, on the rock. 

Colonel Stuart now proceeded from Saven- 
droog againſt Outradoog, which in the late re- 


treat was ineffeQually ſummoned, The Kil- 


ledar refuſed a ſecond time to ſurrender, and 


even fired on the flag of truce as it advanced, 
to prevent all kind of communication. Hows 


ever, the garriſon ſeemed little inclined to ſup- 
_ his efforts, and deſerted in conſiderable 


numbers, | 
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numbers. The fort was ſtormed, and carried 


without any loſs, two privateers only being 


ſlightly wounded, The Kiba . taken 
1 e | 

While Colonel Stuart was emphoeil in re- 
dual Outradoog, a ſmall detachment was diſ- 
patched againſt Kam Gurry, and Sheria Gurry, 
both which were captured: the former having 
made but a ſlight oppoſitton, and the latter have 
ing ſurrendered at diſcretion. 

There is little-importance in the proceedings 
of the armies of the Nizam and Mahrattas, 
which ſeparated from his Lordſhip. The Ni- 
zam's was etnployed in the ſiege of Gurram« 
condah from Aupuſt to November, when it 
ſucceeded in carrying the lower fort. Hows 
ever, the main army moving from that neigh- 
bourhood, to join Lord Corawallis for the pro- 
tection of the Carnatic: convoys, there were on- 


ly a ſmall body of troops left at Gurramcondah, 


which were ſuddenly attacked and defeated by 
Hyder Saib, the Sultaun's eldeſt illegitimate 
fon. On the return of the main army, the 
lower fort was again captured, which terminate 


ed its operations under the final junction with 


Lord Cornwallis. 
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Fhe Mahrattas firſt attempt was upon Kin- 


coopy, a hill fort about eighteen miles from 
Chittledroog, which was attended with no ſuc- 


ceſs. As the country weſt of Chittledroog and 
Chinroypatam, including the fertile provinces 
of Bidenore and : Mangalore, was almoſt the 
only part of the Sultaun's domi nions that had 
not fmarted under the ſcourge of war, he had 
ſtationed a conſiderable force there, for the pur- 
poſe of protecting the ſupplies which he might 
fd neceſſary to draw from that quarter. Pur- 
ſeram Bhow, notwithſtanding this circum- 
ſtarice, was determined to advance againſt Si- 
moga and the forts on the river Tum and Ba- 
dra. Hooly Onore and Bankapoor were fub- 
dued without much difficulty, but on approach- 
ing Simoga, he found a Myſorean army en- 
eamped before it of greater ſtrength than had 
been imagined. Still he ventured to attack it, 
and the fort ſhortly after capitula ting. was com- 
pletely victorious. He was much indebted for 
this extraordinary ſucceſs, to the good: conduct 
of Captain Little, and the gallantry of three 
Bombay battalions unher his command. , 
Thus ſucceſsful, the Bhow turned towards 
Bidenore, but here he found Cummer- ud Deen 
4 wt FT Cawn 
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Cawn already poſted, ith an army capable of 
ſtopping his triumphant progreſs. Wiſely 


abandoning this new project, as it would have 


been too hazardous to try his ſtrength with the 
Cawn, he propoſed to return, and form a 
junction with General Abercromby, agreeable 
to a pre- concerted plan: but unfortunately, he 
was too late. Thus his expedition to Bide- 
nore was not only uuproductive of advantage, 
but rather tending to diſadvantage, as it depriv- 
ed the allied troops of his co-operation, where 
it had been promiſed, and where his ſtrength 


might be of conſiderable ſervice. 


His Lordſhip had placed much .dependence 


upon the Bhow's croſſing the Cavery in time 
to join General Abercromby, and the diſap- 
pointment obliged him to make ſeveral al- 


terations in his original plan, though the rea- 
dy cheerfulneſs ſhewn by Azeem ul Omrah 
(the Nizam's miniſter) upon his junction gave 
him hope that no great deviation from it would 


be neceſſary. 


His Lordſhip was encamped at Outradoog, 
when he was joined by the Nizam's forces. 
All the ſupplies and reinforcements which 


Were 
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were upon a larger ſcale than any that had been * 
ſent in former wars, were now arrived. Af- 
ter ſome military parade in exhibiting the Bri- 
tiſh line to the Indian chiefs, who appeared 4 
highly gratified by ſo novel a ſight; the al- ; 
hed armies proceeded a ſecond time on their 
expedition to the capital, in the neighbour- 5 
hood of which they arrived (February 1 
4792) on the fifth day of their march, 

and without the leaſt oppoſition from the e- 


n 
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Commencement of the third campaign General 
conſequences of nocturnal attacks— Meeting of 
the divided parties —T ippoo's embarraſſinent— 
His perſeverance and fortitude—His unſuc- 
ceſsful attempts, and conſequent mortification— 
Tries for an immediate peace, and raleaſes the 
captrve officers— His duplicity——He meditates 
in the mean time, the death of Lord Cormuallis 
His commiſſioned aſſaſſins diſappointed, and 
make their eſcape with precipitation. Negocia- 
tion for peace opened—Hoſulities ftil] continue 
with flaughter—Stiege commences —Qraers iſ- 
ſued far its termination Terms of Peace—T he 
humbled Tippoo ſubmits— His two ſons deli- 
vered up as hoflages—Ther reception - eba- 
viour==Dreſs, c. Definitive treaty ſettled 
Lord Cormwallis's attentian ta the Princes | 


Charucter of Abdal Khalic, - TT [2 


LORD Cornwallis the very day after his ar- \ 3 
rrival, determined upon an immediate attack 3 
on the Sultaun's fortified camp. As ſoon as 9 
the troops were diſmiſſed from the evening pa- 1 

rade, 
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rade, orders were immediately iſſued for a gene- 
ral aſſault the fame evening. Every thing was 
in readineſs by half after eight, and the troops 
commenced their march in profound ſilence. 


They advanced in three diviſions: the right 


commanded by General Medows, the centre 
by Lord Cornwallis in perſon and aſſiſted by 
Colonel e and the left um W Max- 
well. 

1 Colonels Cockerell and Neſbitt 
were attached to the right, Lieutenant Colonels 
Stuart and Knox to the centre, and Lieutenant 
Colonel Baird to the lefſft. 

The allies appeared under the Sener aſto- 
niſhment and conſternation, when they obſerved 
Lord Cornwallis venture his perſon in all the 
dangers and uncertainties with which a noctur- 
nal expedition ſeemed pregnant, but likewiſe 
order out his troops Withouf canon, on *. for- 
midable an enterprize. N n 

The enemy received the firſt alarm from the 
centre diviſion, who unexpectedly fell in with 
a body of My ſorean horſe, proceeding with 
rockets, and other implements of Indian war, 
to diſturb the camp of the allies; but not until 
it had arriyed within a ſhort diſtance of the 
bound 
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bound hedge. Preſſing on rapidly, it ſoon en- 
tered the enemy's lines, under a heavy but ill- di- 
rected fire. The My ſoreans fled on every ſide, 
ignorant of the numbers, and dreading the bay- 
onets of their aſſailants. 

The front column of this diviſion, which had 
been ordered, if poſſible, to croſs the Cavery 
with the fugitives, fully executed its orders, but 
in conſequence of the confuſion and hurry 
which generally attend nocturnal attacks, it 
ſeparated unintentionally into three parties. 
The firſt party that reached the river put itſelf 
under the command of Captain Monſon, as 
ſenior officer, and croſſed a ford near the Eaſt 
angle of the fort. Immediately on gaining the 
illand, Captain Monſon puſhed for the fort; 


but the eaſtern gate was unfortunately ſhut, and 


the bridge drawn up. Diſappointed in his hope 
of ſurpriſing the fort, he paſſed on through the 
middle of the iſland, until he arrived at the 
other ſide of it, taking poſt partly on a bridge 
over a canal, and partly at a redoubt, which 

protected the ſouthern ford. 
'The ſecond party of this divided column was 
commanded by Colonel Knox, who croſſed the 
ford in a few minutes after the preceding party; 
5 but 
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but arriving to the iſland, turned to the left, in a 
contrary direction to the route of Captain Mon- 
ſon, and reached without much impediment, 
the pettah of Shahir Ganjam, which he found 
abandoned by the enemy. He was now near 
the great garden at the weſtern point of the 
iſland. In vain he waited here to be joined by 
the other part of his column, which, as I ob- 
ſerved, was in a different quarter. Hearing 
at length a firing at the ford near the great gar- 
den, which he rightly ſuppoſed might be that 
of the enemy, diſputing the paſſage of the Ca- 
very with Colonel Maxwell's diviſion, he in- 
ſtantly diſpatched ſome troops to that quarter, 
who taking the Myſoreans in flank, quickly 
diſperſed them, and thus ſecured an eaſy paſ- 
ſage for the Colonel. 

The third party of the ſame column under the 
command of Capt. Hunter, came tothe Cavery 
not long after Col. Knox had reached the iſland, 
but miſſing the regular ford, croſſed itimmediate- 
ly oppoſite the Rajah's garden, or Dowlet Baug, 
of which he took poſſeſſion. As he did not 
ſuppoſe that any of the others had gained the | 
Hand before him, he judged it beſt to wait in 
the ſituation he then occupied, until the remain- 

| der 
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ger of the column ſhould arrive, or until he 
could learn with certainty, where his aſſiſtance 
would be moſt neceſſary. He was, however, 
ſoon diſcovered by the enemy, who apprized of his 
fmall number, came with a conſiderable force, 
and even ſome cannon, to bear upon the gar- 
den. Finding therefore that his poſition would 


not be long tenable, particularly towards day- 


light, he recroſſed the Cavery, under a heavy 
fire, and very fortunately at this critical period, 
joined Lord Cornwallis. 

While ſucceſs thus attended in various parts 
the front column of the centre diviſion, the 
middle one commanded by Colonel Stuart, im- 
mediately after paſſing the bound-hedge, moved 
to the left, and routed the right wing of the 
enemy, Colonel Stuart then advanced to Tip- 
poo's redoubt, which he found abandoned, 
Still proceeding to the left, he croſſed the Ca- 
very, at the very ford which Colonel Maxwell 
had juſt paſſed, and arriving on the ifland, 
joined both Colonel Maxwell's and Colonel 
Knox's parties; taking, as ſenior officer, the 
command of the whole. Captain Monfon, 
likewiſe, a little before day-light, quitted his 
G 2 poſition 
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poſition on the ſouthern fide of the iſland, and 
marched to the ſame poſt. 
The rear column of the centre er un- | 
der the immediate command of Lord Corn- 1 
wallis, took poſt at the Sultaun's redoubt, after | 
Colonel Stuart had left it, waiting for hours 
with extreme anxiety, but in vain, for a junc- 
tion with general Medows, 
| When Captain Hunter joined his Lordfhip, 
z | his troops had ſcarcely time to replace their 
cartridges, whice had been damaged in their 
recroſſing the Cavery, before a con ſiderable 
body of the enemy rallied and began an attack 
| with great fury. Though repeatedly. driven 
1 | back, they again advanced to the charge; and 
11 were not finally repulſed, till the day was near- 
be | ly broken, His Lordſhip then quitted his 
1 | | poſt, and retreated towards the Pagoda Hill. 
A 1 
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In this attack a muſquet- ball grazed his Lord- 
ſhip's left hand. 

In the mean time, General Medows wh 
the right diviſion paſſed the bound-hedge, with- 
out oppoſition, The officer who was at the 
head of the front column, not finding any ene- 
my in his way, but perceiving on the right a 

| ſrong redoubt, called the Eadgah, or Moſque re- 
doubt, 


2 


q 
m X 
ey 
ww 
= = N 
2 8 * 
1 
. 


Ad 


 T1PPOO SULTAUN. 125 
doubt, immediately wheeled his column to- 
wards it. The Myſoreans, having been ap- 
prized of their danger, by the firing which they 
bad previoufly heard in other quarters, were 
prepared for their defence. Severe, and indeed 
for ſome time, doubtful was the conflict; but 
the poſt was at length carried, by the perſever- 


ing ſpirit of the column, who driving the ene- 


my from the redoubt, forced them upon the 
bayonets of the main body of the diviſion, 
which was by this time formed by General Me- 
dows, to ſupport the affault, The general 
having ſecured this poſt, changed his route, and 
marched rapidly to the eaſtward to join Lord 
Cornwallis, as had been previoully agreed: but 
in hope of avoiding ſome ſwampy ground, he 
unluckily made a greater circuit than he intend- 
ed, and croſſing the track by which the eentre 


diviſion had advanced, without obſerving it, at 


length arrived to the Pagoda Hill, to his great 
ſurprize and vexation, He was joingl here at 
day- break by his Lordſhip. o 

The left diviſion, commanded by Colonel 
Maxwell, which was ordered to attack the re- 
doubt on the Pagoda Hill, arrived there before 
the alarm became general in the Sultaun's 
| G 3 camp. 
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camp. This ſtrong and important fort was 
taken with a very trifling loſs, and after a ſlight 
oppoſition. However, in deſcending the hill, 
in order to proceed againſt the right of Tip- 
poo's line, the troops were conſiderably galled 
by the enemy's fire; but having formed at laſt 
on the plain, they ſoon ſucceeded in turning the 
Sultaun's flank, at the very moment that the 
centre diviſion preſſed him in front. The ene- 
my now giving Way, Colonel Maxwell pro- 
ceeded to the ford, and gained the iſland, where, 
as before abſerved, he joined the other par- 
rw | 
Tippoo, when day-light appeared, began to 
_ eſtimate his loſſes. Driven from his fortified 
camp, and only ſharing the iſland itſelf with 
his adverſaries, he found himſelf reduced to a 
moſt alarming ſituation. He did not, how- 
ever, let deſpondency overcome his ſpirits ; 
he did not waſte his time with fruitleſs com- 
plaints, but 1mmediately endeayoured to re- 
trieve the misfortunes of the night with perſe- 
verance and fortitude, _ 
His firſt attempt was againſt Colonel Stuart, 
who was in poſſeſſion of the Laul Baug, at the 
weſtern extremity of the iſland, but he found 
him 
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him too ſecurely poſted to be eaſily removed. 
Abandoning therefore the idea, he next diſ- 
patched a body of troops to retake the redoubt 
on the northern ſide of the Cavery, (called the 
Sultaun's redoubt) where only a party of about 
one hundred and fifty men had been left by the 
column, by Lord Cornwallis, on its retreat 
at night, The guns of the fort, which were 
within reach, opened upon it in the morning, 
and ſoon cleared the gorge of the redoubt, which 
was much expoſed towards the iſland. The 
Myſoreans then advanced to the aſſault, but 
were repulſed with conſiderable loſs. , The day 
grew extremely hot, and no water could be pro- 
cured for thoſe who were ſinking under their 

wounds, and dying with thirſt, freſh troops 
ſeemed to be advancing, and a ſecond attack 
was much dreaded ; for little hope was enter- 
tained of effectually oppoſing them, from a-de- 


. ficiency of cartridges, almoſt all of which had 


been expended in the preceding conquelt. 
Two bullocks, at this critical moment, laden 
with ammunition, were obſerved in the ditch, 
whither they had accidentally wandered during 
the night. No ſooner were theſe new means 


of reſiſtance thus providentially procured, than 
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another and more furious attack commenced, 
but to as little purpofe as the former. The 
enemy approached a third time, with the hope 
of recovering, if poſſible, this important ſta- 
tion; but they were driven back as before, and 
the vitorious Rn ſtill retained their poſt - 
tion, 

Tippoo, now mortified at the inefficacy of 
every attempt to regain what he had loſt, with- 
drew all his forces from the northern ſide of the 
iſand, and prepared with unremitting fatigue 
for the defence of the fort, almoſt the only place 
of conſequence he retained in his extenſive em- 
pire. The ground on which he had been lately 
encamped, the allied armies Immediately after 
occupied. - 

The Sultaun, in this perilous ſituation, par- 
ticularly as ſome of the moſt capable of the 
Frenchmen and other foreigners who had been 
long in his ſervice now deſerted and joined his 
adverſaries, felt the neceſſity of negociating, if 
poſſible, an immediate peace. While he yet 
retained a ſhadow of independence, ſomething 
he thought might be expected from the policy 
as well as generoſity of the Engliſh, who might 
only wiſh to reduce, not to annihilate the My- 

ha ſorean; 
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ſorean empire. Impreſſed with this idea, he 


releaſed the officers who had been made priſon- 
ers at Coimbetore, and ſent them loaded with 


preſents to the Britiſh camp, entreating them 
to uſe their intereſt with Lord Cornwallis, to 
open a negociation for peace. Previous to their 


departure, Tippoo had written to Lord Corn- 
wallis the following letter on the ſubject :: 


« At this time, with'a view to ſtrengthen: 
the friendſhip and remove the diſagreements 
between the Ahmudy Sirkar, the Company, his 
Highneſs the Nawub Aſoph Jaw, and the 


Peiſhwa ;. and to cultivate the ties of intimacy 
between thoſe four Sirkars, a confidential and 
experienced man: belonging to this Sirkar will 
be deputed to your lordſhip, in order that by 
negociation perſonally. with every one, the diſ- 
pleaſure of the mind may be done away, and a 
reconciliation with each other (which-is for the 
good and quiet of mankind), may take place. 
If this meets with your lordſhip's approbation, 
be pleaſed to notify it, that the above-mentioned 


perſon may be ſent to a place appointed, and: 
che ancient friendſhip may be renewed.” 

To this his lordſhip returned the following 
anſwer : It is well known, that after 
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having made every conciliatory propoſition in 
my power to prevent this war, I was forced by 
the dictates of honor and good faith, to have 
recourſe to arms, to ſaveone of the Company's 
allies from deſtruction ; and I have ever been 
deſirous to make peace, as ſoon as proper com- 
penſation can be received, for the injuries and 
loſſes that have been ſuſtained by the Company, 
and by thoſe allies with whom it is connected 
in the ſtricteſt bonds of confederacy.—But with 
what confidence can a negociation be carried on 
with a man, who not only violates treaties of 
peace, but alſo diſregards the faith of capitula- 
tions, during war, — The garriſon at Coimbe- 
tore ought by the capitulation to have been ſet 
at liberty, upon certain conditions, immediately 
after its ſurrender : and I have a juſt right to 
demand, that the agreement ſhould ſtill be exe- 
cuted on the ſpot where it was made ; but be- 
ing unwilling, at this critical time, to occaſion 
any delay that can be avoided in opening a ne- 
gociation, I ſhall not inſiſt on a literal perform- 
ance of the original ſtipulations, on account of 
the length of time that the execution would re- 
quire.—Let therefore the garriſon of Coimbe- 
tore be ſent to this army, to be ſet at liberty ac- 

cording 
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cording to the conditions of the capitulation, 
that was ſettled between Lieutenant Chalmers 
and Cummer- ud Dien Cawn, and I ſhall then 
be ready, in concert with the allies, to fix upon 
a place where Vakeels from you may conveni- 
ently meet proper perſons that will be deputed, 
on the part of the three confederated powers, for 
the purpoſe of endeavouring to arrange the terms 
on which a general peace can be re-eſtabliſhed.” 


Tippoo manifeſted much duplicity in this 
buſineſs; he denied that any capitulation for 
the garriſon had taken place between Lieutenant 
Chalmers and Cummer-ud Dien Cawn. Lord 
Cornwallis, not wiſhing to drive him to deſpair 
by treating ſo ſhameleſs an aſſertion as it de- 
ſerved, and by that means ſhutting the door 
againſt all treaty, informed him that it depended 
entirely upon himſelf to ſtate this matter in a 
clear and uncontrovertible light, by communi- 
cating again with Cummer-ud Dien upon the 
fubje&t, and by a perſonal examination of Lieu- 
tenants Chalmers and Naſh, who were ſtill in 
his poſſeſſion ; and that in caſe of any miſinfor- 
mation, he could, without the leaſt prejudice to 
his intereſt, as his lordſhip would engage that 
neither of the gentlemen ſhould ſerve againſt 

* him 
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him during the war, eaſily make the truth be 
known by ſending out Lieutenants Chalmers- 
and Naſh, or one of. them, to explain the bu- 
ſineſs. But Tippoo took no notice of this pro- 
poſition, till now after the defeat of his army. 
when he ſent letters by theſe Licutenants Chal 
mers and Naſh, requeſting again that Vakeels "| 
might be received from him to 332 a negocia- | 
tion for peace. z 
Tippoo's flagrant breach of the capitulation 74 
| 


was clearly eſtabliſhed by the perfonal teſtimony 
of Lieutenants Chalmers and Naſh, but as his 
lerdſhip thought no time ſhould be. loſt in ſe- 
euring a ſafe and honorable peace, he did not- 
reſent it, particularly as he learned from Lieu- 
tenant Chalmers that the garriſon of Coimbe- 
tore was ſo much diſperſed that it was not in 
Tippoo's power to execute the capitulation im- 
mediately: he ſaw therefore that perſeverance. 
in requiring a literal compliance with this de- 
mand would amount to a virtual refuſal to en- 
ter into any negociation, and judged it adviſeable 
to relax upon that point; accordingly, after. 
conſulting with the allies, his tordſhip ſent word | 
to 'T ippoo, that as he had ſhown a diſpoſition 
to make atonement for the breach of the capi= 
tulation, 
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tulation, he would not on account of the preſent 
critical affairs, inſiſt upon its being fully exe- 
cuted previous to all negociation, and therefore 
he was at liberty, according to his requeſt to 
ſend Vakeels to a ſpot that was pointed out, 
where deputies from the confederate powers 


would meet them to hear their propoſitions. 


In conſequence of this permiſſion, Tippoo 
appointed Gullum Ali Cawn (who had been at 
the head of his embaſlay to Conſtantinople) and 
Ali Reza, his Vakeels ; and they arrived and 
encamped at the place that had been fixed upon 
for them, on the afternoon of the 13th of Fe- 
bruary.. | 

Conceiving it to be very improbable that 
Tippoo would authoriſe his Vakeels to make 
any ſpecific propolitions, the deputies were pre- 
pared to ſtate thoſe to which the allies would 
agree, They met on the 14th. A demand 
was made by the deputies of the ceſſion of the 
country to the extent of three crores of rupees 
of revenue, and of eight crores of rupees in ready 
money. The Vakeels proteſted the total ina- 
bility of their maſter to comply with this de- 
mand, but ſaid they would immediately inform 
him of it, and return as ſoon as poſſible with 
his anſwer. | | 


While 


£24 © MEMOIRS of 
While Tippoo was embracing this pacifica- 
tory meaſure, his active mind, ever fruitful in 
ſtratagems, projected another more expeditious 
mode of extricating himſelf from his difficulties, 
which was no leſs than making at once a bold 
attempt on Lord Cornwallis's life, The very 
day on which he releaſed the officers, his ca- 
valry were obſerved to quit their encampment 
on the ſouthern ſide of the Cavery: but as it 
was conjectured that they were going to protect 
fome diſtant convoy, there was very little notice 
taken of it. They contrived on the morning 
of the ſubſequent day, to get between the Ni- 
zam's and the Britiſh camp undiſcovered, A 
party of them, who were miſtaken for the Ni- 
zam's troops, immediately advanced towards 
the Britiſh lines, and enquiring for the tent of 
the commander, were directed to Colonel 
Duff's, whom, as being commanding officer 
of the artillery, it was ſuppoſed they wanted. 
Drawing inſtantly their ſwords, they puſhed for 
the tent to which they were directed, cutting 
down a few who oppoſed them ; but before they 
found time to execute their project, they turned 
about, and gallopped off with great precipitation, 
apprehenfive that if they delayed to accomplith 
their 
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TIPPOO' SULTAUN-« 38 
their deſign, they would probably be overpower- 
ed, and put to the ſword, 

General Abercromby now arrived with the 
Bombay army, who furniſhed a reinforeement 
of about 2000 Europeans, and 4000 native 
troops. 

Notwithſtanding the negociation for peace 
was now opened, in conſequence of 'T ippoo's: 
overtures, Lord Cornwallis was {till inceſſantly 
buſy in making preparations for an attack on the 
fort, which after ſome deliberation he deemed 


moſt practicable on the northern ſide acroſs the 


Cavery. As the erection of batteries in the 
day-time within gun-{hot of the fort, appeared 
to be an undertaking of much hazard and dif- 
ficulty, he reſolved to erect them during the 


night, while he tried, by way of a diverſion, to: ; 
beat up the enemy's camp on the other ſide of 
the iſland, Accordingly a detachment was 


ſent on the latter enterpriſe, which by a conſi- 
derable detour, arrived at its place of deſtination: 
undiſcoveved, when an immediate {laughter 


commenced, Before any effeQtual reſiſtance 


was attempted, about 100 troopers and 200 
horſes were killed. | 


The 
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The conſternation which this ſpirited attack 
occaſioned, engaged the Sultaun's attention on 
the ſouthern fide of the iſland, while batteries 
were conſtructing without moleſtation on the 
northern fide, within 800 yards of the walls. 
The whole proceeding became manifeſt at the 
break of day: fo that every gun which could be 
brought to bear was opened upon the new di- 
reed works, while parties of infantry croſſed 
the river to haraſs the troops ſtationed: in that 
quarter, Tippoo, now convinced of his ina- 
bility to interrupt the progrefs of the ſiege, con- 
trived to change the courſe of a canal which- 
ſupphed the allies with water, and turn it into 
the Cavery, by which means he not only hoped: 
to deprive his enemies of the advantages reſult- 
ing from. a ſtream conſtantly running through: 
their camp, but at the ſame time to increaſe the 
hazard of an affault, by ſwelling the river to a 
greater height than uſual. However the diſtreſs 
of the allies was but of a ſhort duration, for a 
"detachment was immediately diſpatched to in- 
veſtigate the cauſe of the ſudden failure in the 
waters of the canal, which ſoon drove the My- 
ſoreans from the ground they occupied on its 

banks, 
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banks, and reconveyed the ſtream to its accuſ- 
tomed channel. 

Feb. 19. The ſiege commenced in earneſt, 
and all the batteries opened on the fort, while 
General Abercromby croſſed the Cavery, weſt 


of Seringapatam, and: took poſt on fome heights 


on the ſouth-weſt ſide of the fort, out of gun» 
ſnot. However he was not able to effect this 
alteration in his poſition without much reſiſtance 
from the enemy, who more than once attempt- 
ed, but in vain, to prevent him from executing 
his deſign, When poſted to his wiſhes, he 
was ordered to poſſeſs himſelf of a redoubt, and 
a grove beyond it, Which were ſituated between 
him and the fort. Towards night a ſmall party 
were diſpatched for this purpoſe, but the enemy 
perceiving their drift, they were vigorouſly at- 
tacked the ſubſequent morning. Being through 
want of ammunition compelled to retreat, they 
were purſued in a very tumultuous and diſor- 
derly manner; when inſtantly advancing again, 
they briſkly charged and routed the Myſoreans. 
The enemy however with a ſtrong reinforce- 
ment, appeared the ſecond: time, and the Eng- 
lith forces, labouring under the fame difficulty 
as before, were a. ſecond tims obliged to retreat ;. 
butz 
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but fortunately meeting a battalion with a ſupply 
of cartridges, they returned, and victoriouily 
retained the diſputed ground, after an obſtinate 
and tedious conflict. 

At the principal point of attack on . north. 
ern fide of the iſland, a ſecond parallel had been 


completed, within 600 yards of the fort, and 
the ſpot was marked out for the breaching bat- 


teries within 500 yards, when orders were ſud- 


denly iſſued to deſiſt from the operations of the 
fiege, and at the ſame time the termination of 


hoſtilities announced. 

From the x5th to the 21ſt of Fetumary there 
had been repeated meetings of the Vakeels and 
deputies ; but til} the 24th, when. the ſiege be- 
came more and more alarming, and the mo- 
ment ſeemed rapidly approaching, in which the 
capital itſelf was likely to be completely ſub- 
dued by the allied forces, nothing deciſive was 
adopted. Now the humbled Tippoo, being a- 
bandoned by his troops, numbers of whom 
were continually deſerting to his adverſaries, 
deprived of almoſt all ſupplies, cooped up in one 
corner of a ſmall iſland, in a poſt which he 
could not flatter himſelf would be long tenable, 
but which he had nevertheleſs determined to- 
preſerve 
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preſerve or periſh; and perceiving his opponents 
at the ſame time fluſhed with repeated con- 
queſts, and in daily expectation of receiving a 


conſiderable acceſſion of ſtrength by the junction 


of Purſeram Bhow, as well as by reinforcements 
from the ſouth, ſubmitted at length to the fol- 


| lowing terms: 


1. That he ſhould cede one half of his domi- 


nions to the allied powers. 

2. That he ſhould pay three crores and thirty 
lacks of rupees. 

3. That he ſhould unequivocally reſtore all 
the priſoners which had been taken by the My- 
ſoreans from the time of Hyder Ally. 

4. Fhat two of his three eldeft ſons ſhould 


be delivered up as hoſtages for the due PUR 
ance of the treaty. 


In conformity to ſuch bard but neceſſary 
terms, two of the Sultaun's ſons were ſent with 
great pomp to the Engliſh camp. It was ſaid 
that the want of punctuality in the delivery of 
the hoſtages, was occaſioned by ſome domeſtic 
difficulties in Tippoo's own family, as well as 
by its requiring ſome time to arrange their at- 
tendants and. ſettle the geremonials of their re- 

ception 
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ception in camp. Though it cut Tippoo to 


the heart to part with his boys, yet warrior-like 
he took leave of them without a tear ; but the 
mother hung upon their necks for ſome mo- 
ments ; ſhe had not ſuſficient patriotic fertitude 


to huſh her maternal feelings the boys took 


leave of their parents with manly firmnefs, and 


ſeemed cheerful that they were in fore meaſure 


the inſtruments of peace. They arrived at 
Lord Cornwallis's the 27th of February. A- 
bout twelve o'clock the works of the fort of 


Seringapatam were erouded with an innumera- 
ble multitude of people, among whom was 


Tippoo Sultaun. The young princes made 


their appearance in a few minutes afterwards, 


and were then conducted from the iſland to a 
large pavillion pitched for their reception, near 
Sibbault's redoubt, about a mile from the fort, 


where they were received by Sir John Kenna- 


way, who attended them, accompanied by an 
eſcort, to head- quarters. On entering the 
eamp they were ſaluted with 19 guns, and the 
part of the line they paſſed was under arms. 
'T he officers faluted—Lord Cornwallis received 
them in his tent, which was guarded by a bat- 


tallion of Sepoys, and they were then formally 


delivered 


TIPPOO SULTAUN. I41 
delivered, to his lordſhip by Gullum Ali Beg, 
the Sultaun's Vakeel, as hoſtages for the true ly. 
performance of the treaty. An awful filence & Fl 
for a moment prevailed, At length Gullum | { 
Alli, approaching Lord Cornwallis, with much 4 ö 


agitation thus emphatically addreſſed his Re 
ſhip: | 
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« Theſe s a ee to aha young 
princes whom he then preſented) were this 
morning the ſons of my maſter, Tippoo Sul- | 
taun ; their ſituation is now changed, and they | 
muſt look up to your lardfuip as their father.” | 
The tender and affectionate manner in which | 4 
Lord Cornwallis received them, ſeemed to con- 


firm the truth of the expreſſion. He ſaid, “ he 
knew what the feelings of a father were, ane 
that they ſhould never want a father while under | 
his care.” The attendants of the young princes 
ſeemed aſtoniſhed, and their countenances were 
highly expreſſive of the ſatisfa&ion they felt in 
the benevolence of his lordſhip. Some conver- | = 
ſation now took place between Lord Cornwale 2 
lis and Tippoo's Vakeels, in which the latter 
declared that the termination of the war dif- ; ll 
fuſed happineſs throughout all ranks of people. | 
After fitting a few minutes, his lordſhip 're- 
tired, 
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tired, accompanying the young princes to their 
tents, under an efcort of Britiſh troops, which 
remained with them as their guard. Lord 
Cornwallis,- before he took leave of them, pre- 
ſented each of them with a gold watch as a 
mark of his eſteem, 
The Indian princes were drefſed in long 
white ' muſlin gowns and red turbans. They 
had ſeveral rows of large pearls round their 
necks, from which was ſuſpended an ornament 
conſiſting of a ruby and an emerald of conſider- 
able ſize, ſurrounded by large brilliants; and in 
their turbans each had a ſprig of rich pearls. 
Bred up from their infancy with infinite care, 
and inſtruQed in their manners to imitate the 
utmoſt reſerve, and politeneſs, all the ſpectators 
were aſtoniſhed at the correneſs and propriety 
of their behaviour. 
Notwithſtanding the ratification of the preli- 
minary articles of peace, and the delivery of the 
young princes into the hands of Lord Cornwal- 
lis, the definitive treaty proceeded but flowly : 
ſo much ſo, that at one time preparations Were 
actually ordered for recommencing the ſiege. 
Tippoo however aſſented (March 19) to the 
arrangements that were propoſed. 


The 
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The definitive treaty conſiſted of cight arti- 


Art, 1. That the articles of two former 
treaties, the firſt with Hyder Alley Cawn, Au- 
guſt 8, 1770, and the other with Tippoo Sul- 
taun, March 11, 764 ſhould remain (till in 
full force. 

Art. 2. "That the two ſons of Tippoo Sul- 
taun ſhall be detained as hoſtages till the ſtipu- 
lated ſum, to be paid at three inſtalments, not 
exceeding four months each, ſhall be diſcharged 
—On payment thereof, and the ceſſion of one 
half the country, and releaſe of the priſoners— 
the ſaid two ſons ſhall be W diſ- 
miſſed. 

Art. 3. That according to the firſt article of 
the preliminary treaty, it 1s agreed that one half 
of the dominions which were in poſſeſſion of 
Tippoo Sultaun at the commencement of the 
war, ſhall be ceded to the allies. . | 


Here follows the general abſtract of countries 
. compoſing half the dominions to be ceded to the al- 
lies, agreeable to their re reſpeetrve Spares. 


Ar t. 
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Art. 4. Relative to the ceſſion and neceſſary 
exchanges of Nam Keel Sunkaghurry, Selem, 


Cavery Poor, Attoor, and Permutti. 


Art. 5. Such treaties and forts as are to be 
ceded by Tippoo Sultaun ſhall be delivered up 
without any cavil or demand for outſtanding 
balanges: and ſuch talooks and forts as are to 
be relinquifhed by the three powers to Tippoo 
Sultaun, ſhall in the ſame manner be delivered 
up—orders to this effect ſhall be immediately 
prepared and delivered—on the receipt of 


which, the diſcharge of the money ſtipulated 


to be paid immediately, and priſoners on all 
ſides be releaſed, without detaining a ſingle 
perſon. 

Art. 6. Whatever guns and ſhot ſhall be 
left by Tippoo Sultaun in the forts ceded to 
the allied powers, an equal number of guns 
and ſhot ſhall be leſt in the forts which the al- 
lied powers have agreed to reſtore, 

Art. 7. The contracting patties agree that 
zemindars and aumilders ang in balance to 
either party, and repairing to the country of 
either party, protection ſhall not be given them, 


and they ſhall be reſtored. If any difputes a- 


riſe on the boundaries of the allies, and the 
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laid Tippoo Sultaun, they ſhall be adjuſted 
with the knowledge and approbation of all par- 


ties. 

Art. 8. The Polygars and Zemindars, who 
in the courſe of the war have attached them- 
ſelves and been ſerviceable to the allies, ſhall 
not on that account be in any manner moleſted 
by Tippoo Sultaun. 


The hoſtage princes were treated with the 
utmoſt cordiality during their ſtay in the Eng-. 
liſh camp; but the eldeſt ſon, Abdal Khalik, 
was certainly the favourite both of Lord Corn- 
wallis and Lady Oakley ; the former having 
proved his partiality by a very magnificent pre- 
ſent he made to him on his return to the ca- 
pital of Seringapatam, at the ratification of the 
treaty, His lordſhip, among ſeveral other 
coltly things, then preſented this young prince 
with the moſt beautiful palanquin which the 
mechanics of India could produce, richly -or- 
namented with ſolid ſilver and gold mould- 
ings; the pannels on each fide were decorated 
with emblematical devices, characteriſtic of the 
prejudices of the Myſoreans, ſupported by two 
inakes, whoſe colour in the ſun was ſuch a 

H fine 
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fine piece of Art, as to be a cloſe repreſentation 
of Nature. This prince, then in his four- 
teenth year, poſſeſſed many excellent qualities 
he was mild, courteous, and generous 
in ſhort, for affability and ſentiment, he was 
the contraſt of his anceſtors, 


Cc HAT. X. 


Tippes's laſſes and morlification— Deſcription f 
the Zenanua—Tippoo takes advantage of the 
war between England and France—Suppti- 
cates the latter for aſſiſlance againſt the Eng- 
liſh — His ſecret correſpondence with the French 
Directory. 


BANGALORE was acknowledged to have 
been the richeſt gem in the Myſorean crown; 
both nature and art combined to render it a 
beautiful place; the houſes were regular and 
magnificent, the gardens delightful and ſalu- 
brious. The loſs of ſuch a place conſequently 
gave Tippoo no ſmall ſhare of uneaſineſs. His 
boundleſs ambition, which was ever accompa- 
| nied 
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nied with pride, was now ſadly mortified and 


> diſappointed : indeed his loſſes in this war were 
ES conſiderable. The number of captured forts, 
ſoy guns, and troops, were immenſe ; upwards of 
As 


70 forts ſurrendered to the allies. Inſtead of 
encreaſing his power, with the hope of which he 
had been cajoled, he now beheld a woful de- 
creaſe ; while 800 pieces of cannon, which he 
loft, gave additional ſtrength to the diſtricts that 
had been conquered 3; and the deſtruction and 
diſperſion of above 50,000 fighting men, re- 
duced conſiderably his ſway. 

Tippoo's pride and ambition were by no 


t- means humbled by theſe loſſes. He ſtill looked 
2 forward to the recovery of his power, and only 
h waited the opportunity of avowing his hatred 
and jealouſy of the Engliſh. 4 
Tippoo now patled the chief part of his 9 
e time in the Zenanna, where he had a great 1 
5 many beautiful women; thoſe by whom he == 
a had ſons were always his favourites: theſe 4d 
d ladies take their precedency accordingly, but x 
1— loſe it on the death of a child, Tippoo did „ 16 
y not make his choice by throwing a handker- =. 
is chief, as is ſaid to be the cuſtom at Conſtanti- | | 
1 nople, but communicated to his chief miniſter = 
d the preference he intended ; and this miniſter 9 
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officially made known his maſter's choice to the 
lady. Ars" 

There is great attention paid to the education 
of theſe females, in reſpect to dancing, ſinging, 
and muſic, The Zenanna has boaſted of one 
hundred ladies, though latterly the number did ; 
not exceed eighty. : 

"Theſe ladies change their dreſſes continually; 
their whole time ſeems to be employed in a- 
dorning their perſons, for the elegance of which, 
and accompliſhment of manners, they certainly 
rival all the other wemen of the place: their 
apartments and furniture are magnificent, and 
they have viſits of ceremony with each other. 
Indeed the love of dreſs is univerſally prevail- 
ing: the meaneſt labourer will expend his earn- 
ings in ſatisfying the idle vanity of his children. 
The women are ſubject to ſevere -puniſhment 
for infidelity or licentiouſneſs, and endure much 
ſhame and .contumely if they have no chil- 
dren. 

The war between England and France ſug- 
geſted to Tippoo the hope of revenging him- 
ſelf on the former by the aſſiſtance of the latter. 
Accordingly he held a regular correſpondence 
with the French government at the Mauritius, 
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where he had ambaſſadors who ſolicited a levy 
of troops for renewing hoſtilities with the Eng- 
liſh. He importuned them conſtantly for ſuc- 
cour, and deluded by their artful promiſes, ab- 
ſolutely paraded. about with his army in My- 
ſore, which conduct was at length noticed by 
the Governor General, Lord Mornington, 
who ſucceeded Lord Cornwallis. 

This ſecret correſpondence with the French 
Directory was continued for ſome time. "The 
following are copies of the moſt particular let- 
ters (which were afterwards diſcovered} that 
paſſed on the occaſion. 


No. 1.— Copy of a Letter from T iþpo9 Sultaun 70 the 
Executive Directory. 


Ix the name of the friendſhip which the Sir- 
kar Condadad and his nation vow to obſerve to- 
wards the French Republic, a friendihip and 
allianee which will endure as long as the Sun 
and Moon ſhall continue to ſhine in the Hea- 
vens, and will be ſo ſolid that the molt extraor- 
dinary circumſtances ſhall never break or diſu- 
' nite either the one or the other. | 


R-3 The 
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The Engliſh, jealous of the connection and 
friendſhip which for a long time reigned: be- 
tween my Sirkar and France, have united 
themſelves to the Mahrattas, to the Nizam Ali 
Khan, and to my other enemies, for the purpoſe 
of declaring war againſt me; a war as odious 
and unjuſt as that which had laſted for ſome 
years before, and which was attended with ſuch 
fatal conſequences to me, by taking from me 
my fineſt provinces, three crores, and thirty 
lacks of rupees. 

The Republic is not ignorant of any of theſe 
unfortunate circumſtances ; and of my having 
endeavoured to diſpute every inch of territory, 
which I was tarced to give up to our common 
enemy. TI ſhould not have been compelled to 
make thoſe cruel ſacrifices had I been aſſiſted 
by the French, my ancient allies ; who deceived 
by the perfidious projects of Governor-General 
Conway at Pondicherry, together with Gover- 
nor Campbell at Madras, agreed to the evacu- 


ation of the place which they commanded.. 


The French Republic, by expelling the Eng- 
liſh from their rich poſſeſſions in India, will 
certainly repair the faults of their ancient Go- 
vernment. 


Animated 
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Animated for a long time by theſe ſentiments, 
L have communicated them to the Government 
of the Ifle of France through the medium of two 
Ambaſſadors, from whom I have juſt had the 
high ſatisfaction of receiving ſuch anſwers as 
J wiſhed for; as well as the Republican co- 
lours from the Chief of Brigade Chapins, and 
the Naval Captain Du Buc, who have brought 
to me ſuch ſuccours in ſoldiers and officers as 
circumſtances have permitted Genera} Malartie 
and Rear-Admiral Sercey to ſend me. 

I keep near me the former Officer, and ſend 
you the ſecond in quality of an Ambaſſador for 
the purpoſe,. at the ſame time that he demands 
your alliance offenſive and defenſive, of obtain- 
ing forces ſufficient to attack and annihilate our 
common enemies. I will tranſmit to you by 
his means my ſtandard, which, united to that 
of the Republic, will ſerve as a baſis of the al- 
liance which the two nations are about to con- 
tract. F have alſo charged him to communi- 
cate particular orders to you. 

I join with him in the embaſſy Sheik Abdou- 
braim and Mahamet Biſmilla, my ſubjects, who 
are equally directed to repreſent me in all affairs 
which they have to tranſact with you, 

"I 4 Whatever 
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Whatever may be the circumſtances in which 
the two nations may hereafter find themſelves, 
whether together or ſeparately in all their tranſ- 
actions, may the good, the glory, and the ad- 
vantage of both, be always the end of them! 
May their reſpeRive ſentiments be guaranteed 
by the appearances of fidelity, and the ſolemn 
pledges given by each of them! and may the 
heavens and earth draw near to each other and 
unite, ſooner than our alliance ſhall experience 
the ſlighteſt alteration |! 


Given at my Palace at Seringapatam, July 20, 1798. 


No. 2.—Copy of Articles of Engagement propoſed by 
Tippoa Sultaun to the Directory. 


REcAPITULATION of the Demands which my 
Ambaſſadors are to make of the Executive 
Directory at Paris ;— 


Art. 1. Ten or fifteen thouſand troops, con- 
ſiſting of infantry, cavalry, and artillery. 

2. A naval force to carry on hoſtilities on the 
coaſt where our armies may be, in order to ſa- 


vour their operations, or reinforce them, if ne- 


ceſſary. 
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3. The Sirkar ſhall furniſh all warlike ſtores 
and proviſions to the armies of the Republic, as 
well as horſes, oxen, and every neceſſary arti- 
cle, with the exception of European liquors, 


which he has not in his country. 


4. The orders of the King ſhall be taken 
with reſpect to all. the das and. military 
operations. 

5. The dk ſhall be directed inst 
ſome point of the coaſt of Coromandel, and in 
preference againſt Porto Novo, where the dif- 
embarkation of the troops ſhall take place, and 
the King ſhall firſt repair thither with his army, 
his intention being to commence his operations. 


in the heart of the enemy's country. 


6. The King demands that notice ſhall be 
given to him by the Republic in diſpatching. 
two corvettes from Europe, at a diſtance of 
twenty days from each other, of the number 
of ſhips and troops to be ſent to him, that he 
may immediately enter upon the campaign, 
and make himſelf maſter of the coaſt of Co- 
romandel before the arrival of the Republican 
forces. 

7. All the conqueſts made from the enemy 
ſhall, with the exception of the Provinces which 

5 the. 
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the King has been obliged to cede to the Eng- 
liſh, to the Mahrattas, and to Nizam Ali Khan, 
be equally divided between the two nations, and 
according to the reſpective Conventions, the 
fame diviſion ſhall take place of the enemy's veſ- 
ſels and the Portugueſe Colonies, for the pur- 
poſe of indemnifying the King for the expences 
ef the war. 


8. If any difficulty ſhall ariſe between the 


Allied Armies, each of them ſhall poſſeſs the 


right of referring to their modes of juſtice ac- 
cording to their laws and cuſtoms. and every 


diſcretionary article ſhall be agreed upon in writ- 


ing between both nations. 
9. That whatever may. be the wiſh of the 


Republic to make peace with England, or to 


continue the war, it ſhall always conſider the 


King as its friend and faithful ally, and include 
him in all its treaties, and communicate to o him 


all its intentions. 


to. All French who now are in, or may 
come into the States of the King, ſhall be treat- 
ed as friends and allies, and they ſhall be em- 
powered to come and go, and carry on trade 
without being liable to any trouble or moleſta- 
| tion, 
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1g- tion, but ſhall on the contrary receive every aſ- 
an, ſiſtance of which they may ſtand in need. 
ind 11. This article relates to bringing into the 
the | ſervice of the Sultaun, ſeveral French artiſts: 
ef= and mechanics, ſkilled in caſting cannon, in 
ur- paper and glaſs making, with ſome engineers 
ces and builders.. | 

2 Given in my Palace of Seringapatam, under my 
the J ſignature, that of my Prime Miniſter,” and au- 
the thenticated with the State Seal, on the 2oth of: 
e- | | July, 2758. 

_ Wet, 3 
mw . z,—Copy of a Letter from Dubuc to the Rajab' 

; of T.ravencore's Miniſter. 
he My Los,. | | 
5 | I EXPECT with impatience the arrival of ſome: 
* veſſels from India, to hear from you; and to- 
"0 learn that your health is perfectly re-eſtabliſh» 

ed, if, as it has been reported here, it has been 
ay in a bad ſtate. 
Ne As the means of ſending intelligence to India 
7 are very fluctuating, I take the opportunity of a 
* veſſel which is ſailing for the coaſt of Coroman- 
4 del, to write to the Prince Tippoo Sultaun, with 
* whom. 1 have the honour to correſpond. I 


H 6 regqueſt 


P ˙ m —⅛ꝗ¾öʃ re ere nn 
. 


| . 
3 


* 
n — 


e 4 : 
F * 2 * 
— * ww * * La P 
2 8 F 


IJ. 0 8 _ 
he . tt OY 
2 RR 4 P * 1 
U 


156 MEMOIRS OF' 


requeſt he will be pleaſed to communicate my 
letter to you, after having cauſed it to be tran- 
ſlated into the Oriental language, that it may 


not be neceſſary for you to ſhew it to any 


one. 

I have often conſidered in my own mind, 
why your Prince was not in allianee with the 
Sultaun, and in recollecting that the great Na- 
bob Hyder Ally, his father, had been the 


friend and ally of Ram Rajah, I was aſtoniſned 


that that friendſhip, which had been deranged by 
ſome event, had not been renewed. It is very 
common in Europe for a power which has been 
at war with its neighbour to become its friend 
and ally. You have been at war. with the Ba- 
cha. I feel the ſincereſt conviction that every 
reſentment ſhould be forgotten, that all former 
diſputes ſhould be conſigned to oblivion, and 
that it is the duty of the two. Princes to. enter 
into a treaty of alliance and friendſhip, in a way 
ſolid and ſuitable to their reciprocal intereſts, 
Were I in India, I ſhould give you as well as 
the Sultaun, ſuch ſubſtantial grounds for that 
proceeding, that L am confident my wiſhes 
would be fulfilled ; but it will be peculiarly 
your glory to unite theſe two powers. You 

are 


OY 
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are the counſellor and the friend of your King; 


you direct his affairs ſo advantageouſly that if 
you find this alliance profitable (and I do not 
doubt but you will) it will be ſufficient for you 
to propoſe it to him, and the two Princes will 
readily come to a good underſtanding. Should 
my hopes be gratified in this reſpect, my joy will 
be complete, for you will be conſidered our 
ally in becoming that of a Prince Who has been 
for a long time united with France. I pray 
Heaven to grant you long and happy days, 
and that thoſe of your King may be proſpe- 
rous, is the fincere wifh-of your ſervant and 


friend, == {478 
< MAL. DESCOMBRE.. 
Iſle de France, Mar. 5, 1798. 


. 4.—Copy of a Letter from Dubuc to T ippoo Suk 


taun ; dated Ioth December, 1998, O. S. 
GRAND Pacfa,; | 
HEALTH and reſpe&t! The men have fortu- 


nately arrived, but we are in want of the moſt 


eſſential thing—the eters which they left on 
their way. I however hope they will arrive in 
a few days. They have been four months on 
their journey, and you may judge of their diſ- 


patch 
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patch and of their. punQuality in their ſervices 
to you. The Alcarahs whom I diſpatched to 
you the 11th of laſt month, returned yeſterday 
with your Majeſty's anſwer of the 29th of the 
fame month, and J haſten to ſend them back, 


as they are very faithful perſons, and I wiſh 


them to be liberally rewarded. _ The perfon 
who was to have furniſhed the money has not 
made his appearance, and I fear there will be 
conſiderable difficulty. in getting them paid. I 
think it indiſpenſably neceſſary for you to ex- 
pelite an order for taking up immediately all 
the money which is at Mercieu's, and to annex. 
it to a letter of credit, as I had requeſted of 
you, on the Republic. The importance of 
my miſſion is ſuch, and the refult of it mult 
prove ſo advantageous to your Majeſty, that IL 
cannot too often repeat, money muſt be conſi- 
dered as nothing, when affairs of ſuch immenſe 
moment are carrying on. It will be neceſlary 
for me to depart, and without money I can- 
not. In all countries money is the ſinew of 
war, and if your Majeſty does not wiſh. to be 
ruined by the Engliſh, and loſe the aſſiſtance of 
your good friends the French, give me a ſuffi- 


cient demonſtration of your confidence in giving 


me 
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me the proper means of proceeding. Socars 
with money will not be ſtopped, more particu- 
larly if it be in pagados, with ſtars. Uſe dif- 
patch in ſending it to me, and F ſhall inſtantly 
ſet off. The clothes are not yet come, and I 


have diſpatched people to forward them. I re- 


queſt your Majeſty will authoriſe me to take a 
year's ſalary in advance, as you promiſed me, 
in order to provide for the ſubſiſtence of my 
family in my abſence, ſince the ſix months for 
which J have been paid expire on the 8th of 
next month, and that I have been compelled 
to expend every thing in my poſſeſſion, + The 
Engliſh having taken my ſhip-and my property, 
you will conſider my demand juſt in every 
point of view, when you reflect that my fami- 
ly are in a foreign country, deprived of every 
reſource. I once more repeat my earneſt de- 
fire that your Majeſty will give me full powers 
in that reſpect. and order me immediately to be 
provided with the neceſſary funds. The Alca- 
rahs have promiſed to return within 30 days, 
and I ſhall be able to depart in 40. It would 
be prudent to have ſome other Alcarahs here, 
that you may receive intelligence every eight 
days. I beg leave to recommend earneſtly to 

you 
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you the Ouaquil, who is not ſufficientiy paid, 
and has received nothing ſor eight months paſt. 


He alſo ſhould have a palanquin; for the Envoy 
offa great Prince, ſo truly noble and generous 
as you are, ought not to walk on foot like a 
Cooly. Are you content with my conduct; 
Speak candidly. You know how much I am 
attached to you, and you ſhall have certain 
proofs of my fidelity. I beſeech your Majeſty 
to countenance your bounty and protection to 
my good friend and colleague General Chapins. 
See him often, and the more you ſhall fec 
him the more you ſhall know that he is wor- 
thy of your eſteem, as a man of honour and 


1 


I have learned that your Majeſty has written 
to the government of Madras and to Lord 


Mornington. What will be the iſſue of their 


anſwer ? Be on your guard againſt them; be 
ready either to defend yourſelf, or to make an 
attack. The preparations for war are going on 
with great rapidity. The army of the Nizam 
is already on its march; it muſt be ſtopped. 
The Engliſh were deſirous of carrying away 
Ouaquil Sacha Chidevaran; but I diſcovered 


the plot, and it has not ſucceeded, 


It is no- 


ceſſary 
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ceſſary that your Majeſty ſhould inſtantly write 
to the Government of Tranquebar, by a ſwift 
courier, to demand its immediate protection 
for your General in Chief Du Buc, his Major 
Fillietag, the Interpreter De Bay, and your 
Ouaquil. Lord Mornington, Governor Gene- 
ral of Bengal, and General Clarke, are coming 
to the coalt about the end of this month, for 
the purpoſe of entering into negociations with. 
your Majeſty, which if they are not advantages 


_ ous to them, they will cauſe you to declare 


war againſt them. The refult of that meas 
ſure will be the invaſion. of your country, and 
the dethroning of you, by ſubſtituting! for you 
and your heirs a Nabob of their own making; 
Your Majeſty muft perceive, that nothing leſs 
is in agitation than the deſtruction of your Kings 
dom. Vou muſt exert yourſelf and negociate- 
every where for to maintain your power, until 
the moment when I ſhalF be able to ſecure it 
for ever for yourſelf and your auguſt children. 
It is very eaſy for the Engliſh, in conſequence 
of their intrigues in every part of India, to cauſe 
troubles of a ſeriaus kind, and deprive you of 
all your Allies. Should they ſucceed in the 
war againſt your Majeſty, they would after= 
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wards effect the deſtruction of the power of tlie 
Mahrattas, and deprive them of every poſſeſſi- 
on which might be ceded to- them- by a new 
treaty of peace. It is therefore evidently their 
intereſt to treat jointly with you for the purpoſe 
of finding a certain and mutual guarantee, and 
that each member may defend the ſtipulations 
and ceſſions made by each at the peace which 
you ſigned in your capital with the contracting 
parties. The Engliſh threaten: you, the Mah- 
rattas are bound to ſupport you, and not ſuffer- 
you to be overcome; The barrier which ſepa- 
rates you from the former ſhould exiſt without 
any encroachment. You may. rely. on. your 
allies as long as you poſſeſs intereſts in common, 
and you would be abandoned by them were 
theſe common intereſts to ceaſe. 

The time is ſhort and precious. You muſt. 
give proofs of your good intentions, and gain 
over the Engliſh, and at the ſame time throw 
obſtacles in the way of their negociations at 
Poona. In ſuch a conjuncture, the Mahrattas- 
ought to give to the law of treaties all poſſible 
weight, and not to-omit recalling to the minds 
of the Engliſh the affiſtance granted by them. 
againſt your. Majeſty.. Should their remonſtran- 
ces 
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ces be neglected, and the means of conciliation 
prove fruitleſs, let them inſtantly take up arms, 
and threaten the nation guilty of a breach of 
the treaties, Such a proceeding would per- 
haps ſtop all military deſigns and operations 


_ againſt your Majeſty, But if the event ſhould 


prove different, the ſword muſt be drawn, and 
the ſheath thrown ſo far as to render every 
ſearch for it uſeleſs. We have no intelligence 
of any peculiar intereſt from Europe. The 
Republic is uniformly victorious, and conti- 
nues to refuſe peace to England. Seindia has 
already taken Delhi, and I think that he mult 
have alſo finiſhed. the conqueit of Agra. It 
would be prudent. in your Majelty to diſpatch: 


Couriers. to him to acquaint him with the 
ſituation in which you are placed. I entreat 


your Majeſty to read my letter attentively, It 


has been dictated by candour, truth, and a ſenſe 


of your intereſt, 


I pray God to grant fucceſs.to the exertions 


of your Majeſty, to whom I have the honour: 


to be, with reſpect, 
(Signed) DUBUC. 


Commander in Chief. Naval Captain of the French- 


Republic, one and indiviſible. 
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Letters from Lord Mornington, General Harris, 
Sc. to the Hmorable Court Directors, re- 
lative to Tippob's clandeſtine proceedings ; with 
a Cipy of the Governor General's Declaration. 


ON the diſcovery of this ſecret cofreſpois. 
dence, the following letters from Lord Morn- 
ington, &c. addreſſed to the Honourable Conrt 
of Directors, will give the reader a perfect idea 
of Tippoo's clandeſtine A 


Extra@'of a Letter from the Right Honorable the Earl 
of Mornington, to. the Court of Directors, dated the 
20th of March, 1799. 

Received per Sarah Chriſtiaza, 13th of September, 1799.) 

TO THE. HON. THE COURT OF DIRECTORS. 


HONORABLE Sins; 


In my ſeparate Diſpatch: of the 21ſt of Naw 
by the Eurydice, I informed your Honourable 
Court, that although I had-deemed it my duty 
to call your armies into the field in every part 
of your poſſeſſions, my views and expectations 
were all directed io the preſervation of peace in 


India. 
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India. In the letter of the 13th of January, 


from the Governor-General in Council at Fort 


St. George, I apprized your Hon. Court of my 


arrival at this Preſidency, to which I thought 


it my duty to proceed from Bengal, in the hope 
of opening a negociation with Tippoo Sultaun, 
for the amicable adjuſtment of the differences 
which had ariſen between that Prince and the 
Hon. Company's Government. In my Diſ- 


patch to the Secret Committee of your Hon. 


Court, J have regularly tranſmitted advices of 
the (tate of political affairs in India, and I have 
fully explained the principles which have go- 
verned my conduct, not only towards Tippoo 
Sultaun, but towards all the native powers, 
ſince I have taken charge of the Government 
General. 

Having ultimately been compelled to com- 
mence hoſtilities againſt Tippoo Sultaun, it is 
now become my duty to lay before your Hon. 
Court an accurate detail of the cauſes of the war 
in which we are engaged. For this purpoſe, it 


will be neceſſary to draw your attention to a 


period of time as remote as the month of June, 
1798, and to trace from that date the progreſs 
of thoſe events, which have finally produced the 

neceſſity 


iS 
* 


neceſſity of reſorting to arms for the ſecurity of 
your intereſt committed to my charge. 
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A Proclamation iſſued by the Governor-Ge- 


neral of the Iſle of France, in the month of Feb. 


1798, made its firſt appearance at Calcutta on 


the 8th of June of the ſame year. This Pro- 
.clamation ſtates, that an Embaſſy had arrived at 


the Ille of France with letters from Tippoo 


Sultaun, addreſſed not only to the Government 
of that iſland, but to the Executive Directory of 


Franee; propoſing to conclude an offenſive and 


defenſive alliance with the French, to ſubſidize 
and to ſupply whatever troops the French might 
furniſh to the Sultaun, and to commence againſt 


the Britiſh Power in India a war of aggreſſion, 


for which the Sultaun is declared to be fully 
prepared, waiting with anxiety the moment 
when the ſuccour of France ſhall enable him to 
fatisfy his ardent deſire of expelling the Britiſh 
Nation from Tndia, The Proclamation con- 
cludes by offering encouragement to the ſubjects 
of France to enter into the fervice of Tippoo 


Sultaun, on terms to be fixed with his Journ 
dors then on the ſpot. 

Although I was inclined, in the firſt inſtance, 
to doubt the authenticity of this extraordinary 
publication, 
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publication, I thought it adviſeable to tranſmit 
a copy of it on the gth of June, to Lieutenant 


General Harris (then Governor of Fort St. 
George, and Commander in Chief on the coaſt 
of Coromandel) informing him that if the Pro- 
clamation ſhould prove authentic, it mult lead 


to a ſerious diſcuſſion with Tippoo Sultaun ; and 


directing Lieutenant General Harris to conſider 


without delay the means of aſſembling the army 


on the coaſt of Coromandel, if neceſlity ſhould 


unfortunately require ſuch a precaution. 
On the 18th of June, 1798, I received a re- 


gular authentication of the Proclamation, in a 


letter from his Excellency the Earl of Macart- 
ney, dated the 28th of March; and at the ſame 
me ſeveral perſons arrived at Calcutta who had 
been preſent in the Iſle of France at the time of 
the publication of the Proclamation. 

Tippoo Sultaun diſpatched two Ambaſſadors, 
who embarked at Mangalore for the Iſle- oſ 
France, and arrived at Port Nord- oueſt in that 
illand, towards the cloſe of the month of Jan. 
1798, and the Proclamation in queſtion origi- 


natect in the arrival of Tippoo's Ambaſſadors at 


the Iſle of France; it was diſtributed by their 
agents, it was avowed in every part by their 
on 
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tion, permitted the French force to land pub- 
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own public declarations, and finally it was exe- 
cuted, according to its tenor, by their perſonal 


aſſiſtance and co-operation. 


On the Ich of March, 1998, the Ambaſſadors | 
embarked at Port Nord-oueſt, on board the 
French frigate La Preneuſe, together with the 


force thus raiſed in the name of Tippoo Sul- 


taun, amounting to about 2000 men, incluſive 
of ſeveral officers, the chiefs of whom were M. 
M. Dubuc and Chapins. The French frigate® 
La Preneuſe, with the Sultaun's Ambaſſadors, 
and the French troops levied for his ſervice, 
arrived at Mangalore on the 20th of April, 
1798. | I $1 
An opportunity now occurred of aſcertaining, 
beyond the - poſſibility of doubt, whether the 
acts of the Sultaun's Ambaſſadors in the Iſſe of 
France were conformable to the inſtructions of 
their Sovereign. For although the preſumption 
was already ſufficiently powerful, it yet remain- 
ed a queſtion, Whether Tippoo Sultaun would 
venture openly to avow proceedings which could 
not fail to expoſe him to the juſt reſentment of 
your Government. This queſtion was imme- 
diately ſolved, for the Sultaun, without heſita- 


licly 
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ticly at Mangalore, and, far from manifeſting 
the leaſt ſymptom of diſapprobation of the con- 
duct of the Embaſly in any part of the negocia- 
tion, he formally received his Ambaſſadors, and 
the French officers, and principal perſons in 
their ſuite, with public and extraordinary marks 
of honor and diſtinction; and finally, he ad- 
mitted the greater part of the French force raiſed 
for the purpoſe of making war upon the Hon. 
Company, into his ſervice, in which it is (till 
entertained, By this public and unequivocal 
ſanction, he muſt be conſidered not only to 
have perſonally ratified the engagements .con- 
tained in the Proclamations of the Governor 
General of the Iſle of France, but to have taken 
the preliminary meaſures for accompliſhing the 
deſign which the Ambaſſadors had avowed in 

his name. | 
Tippoo Sultaun, therefore, having actualhy 
concluded offenſive and defenſive engagements 
with the French againſt the Hon. Company; 
having collected, by the aid of the French, a force 
openly deſtined to carry thoſe engagements into 
effect; having applied to the Executive Direc- 
tory of France for a more powerful force deſtin- 
ed to the ſame end; having ſignified through his 
55 Public 
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Public Ambaſſadors to the Enemy, that his pre- 
parations for war (as far as they depended upon 
himſelf) were actually complete; having avowed 
the object of thoſe preparations to be the ſub. 
verſion of the Britifh Empire in India; and 
finally, having declared the delay of the meditat- 
ed blow to proceed from no other cauſe, than his 
expectation of receiving further aid from the 
enemy; I could not heſitate to pronounce, that 
he had flagrantly violated the Treaties of Pea 
ſubſiſting between him and the Hon, Company; 
and that he had committed an act of direct hoſ- 
tility and aggreſſion againſt the Britiſh Govern- 
ment in India. To confirm the concluſions 
neceſſarily reſulting from the facts already ſtated, 
I received undoubted information, that Tippoo 
Sultaun had for ſome time paſt been employed 
in military preparations, conformably to the hoſ- 
tile ſpirit of his engagements with the enemy; 
that the greater part of his army was actually in 
a. ſtate of equipment for the field; and that a 
large portion of it was then encamped under his 
perſonal command. | 
To your Hon. Court it would be ſuperfluous 
to obſerve, that no provocation had been offered 
by any of your Governments in India, to juſtify 
Of 
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or to palliate any act of hoſtility, or even any 
emotion of jealouſy or ſuſpicion, on the part of 
Tippoo Sultaun; but J think it neceſſary to re- 


mark in iris place, that at the very moment of 


receiving the authentic Copy of the Proclama- 


tion iſſued in the Iſle of France, I had ordered 


the diſputed Diſtriẽt of W ynaad to be delivered 
to the Sultaun, after a public acknowledgment 
of the juſtice of his claim to that poſſeſſion, and 


I had propoſed to open an amicable negociation 


for the purpoſe of adjulting his recent claims to 
a part of the Diſtri& of Cooya, on ſimilar prin- 
ciples of equity, according te the tenor of the 


th Article of the Treaty of Seringapatam. 


The Sultaun himſelf had not attempted to 
alledge even the pretext of a grievance againſt 
the Britiſh Government: In his letters to Sir 
John Shore, Tippoo declares, « That his friend- 


ly heart is diſpoſed to pay every regard to truth 


and juſtice, and to ſtrengthen the foundations of 


harmony and concord between the two Na- 
tions;” and he ſignifies his deſire, that “ Sir 
John Shore would impreſs Lord Mornington 
with a ſenſe of the friendſhip and unanimity ſo 
firmly ſubſiſting between the two States.“ 

1 | This 
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This is not the language of hoſtility, nor even 
of diſcontent ; it is now proved, that theſe let- 
ters were written at the very criſis when he was 
in anxious expectation of the hourly arrival of 


that military ſuccour which he had earneſtly fo. 


licited from the enemy, ſor the expreſs purpoſe 
of commencing a war of aggreſſion g e * 
Company's pofleſſions. 

Under all theſe oircumſtances an immediate 
attack upon Tippoo Sultaun, for the purpoſe of 
fruſtrating the execution of his unprovoked and 
unwarrantable projects of ambition and revenge, 
appeared to me to be demanded by the en 
maxims both of juſtice and policy. | 

The act of Tippoo Sultaun's Ambaſſadors; 
ratified by himfelf, and followed by the admiſ- 
ſion of a French force into his army, was equi- 
valent to a public, unqualified, and unambigu- 
ous declaration of war; But while his hoſtile 
purpoſe had been clearly manifeſted, the imme- 


diate means of accompliſhing it had happily dif- 


appointed the artlour of his hopes. The incon- 
ſiderable amount of the aid which he had already 
received from the French, while it could not be 


conſtrued as a limitation of my juſt xight to vin- 


—_— the public ſafety, afforded: ſtrong argu- 
ment 


ment of policy in favour of attacking this deſpe- 
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rate, implacable, and treacherous enemy, before 
he could either complete the improvement of his 
own army, under the French officers whom he 
had already admitted into his ſervice, or eould 
receive a further acceſſion of ſtrength under the 
progreſſive operation of his alliance with France. 
In the moment of his comparative weakneſs, of 
his diſappointment, and probable dejection, the 
principles of juſtifiable ſelf. defence, and of pru- 


dential precaution, required that we ſhould ſtrike 


ſuch an inſtantaneous blow againſt his power. 
and reſources, as fhould preclude the poſſibility of 
his deriving any ſubſtantial advantage from the 
aid of France, whenever it might reach his do- 
minions. | 
Such was the tenor of my opinions as early as 
the 20th of June, 1798. Although at that early 
period J could not aſcertain from what quarter 
the French would attempt to aſſiſt the Sultaun, I 


recorded my conviction that ſome attempt to aſ- 


ſiſt him would be among the earlieſt of their 
operations. The concluſion of Peace upon the 
Continent of Europe, the weak ſtate of our Allies 
in India (particularly of the Nizam, whoſe 
Councils and Army were at that period ſubject- 

- 1 3 ed 
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ed to the oyerbearing influence of a powerful 
French faction) might appear both to Tippoo 
and to France to offer a favorable eriſis for the 
attack of the Britiſh poſſeſſions in India. The 
diſpoſition of the French government to attempt 
ſuch an enterpriſe has neyer been diſguiſed, and 
although I had not obtained poſitive proof that 
any formal and regular correſpondence between 
Tippoo Sultaun and the Executive Directory of 
France had exiſted previous tothe Embaſſy, and 
letters Which arrived at the Mauritius, in Ja- 
nuary, 1798, yet the nature of that tranſaction 
afforded a ſtrong preſumption that a previous 
intercourſe of the ſame hoſtile character had 
taken place. 

J was apprized that Tippoo had alſo dif. 
patched an embaſſy to Zemaun Shah, the object 
of which could be no other than to encourage 
that Prince in the proſecution of his long threat- 
enced invaſion of Hindoſtan, - I he whole tenor 
of my advices from the North Weltern Countries 
of Hindoſtan, led me to believe that Zemaun 
Shah would crofs the attack, and would endea- 
vour to purſue his avowed projet of invaſion 
in the courſe of the enſuing ſeaſon ; and it ap- 
peared probable that his approach, which mult. 


neceſſarily 
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neceſſarily engage the attention of the army in 
Bengal, might be the ſignal to Tippoo Sultaun 
for an irruption into the Carnatic. | 
In addition to theſe conſiderations; it ap- 
peared by no means improbable, that the impe- 
tuoſity of Tippoo Sultaun's temper, exaſperated 
by the aſſiduous and unremitting inſtigations of 
the Emiſſaries of France, might break forth 1 in- 
to hoſtilities without waiting for the actual 
movement of any Indian or European Ally. His 
late Embaſſy to the Ifle of France, ſufficiently 
manifeſted a diſpoſition capable of purſuing its 


favourite object of vengeance againft the Britiſh 


nation with more zeal than diſcretion. It is my 
duty further to remark, that in the month of 
June, 1798, the diſtribution and condition of 
the army on the coaſt of Coromandel, to which 
I ſhall advert more fully in a ſubſequent part of 
this diſpatch, offered but too ſtrong a tempta- 
tion to the enterprize of a faithleſs and active 
enemy. Under ſuch circimſtances it would have 


deen an unmanly and weak policy to have con- 


fided the ſafety of the Carnatic to the precarious 
forbearance of Tippoo Sultan, or to have left 
him any longer in the undiſturbed poſſeſſion of 
the powerful advantage of being able to chuſe, 

I 4 accord- 


N 25 * 


176 _ MEMOIRS OF 

according to his convenience, the time and mode 
of the attack which he had openly menaced. It 
therefore recorded my decided judgment, that it 
was. neceſſary. to aſſemble the armies on the 
coaſt of Coromandel and Malabar without de- 
lay, and I iſſued my final orders for this pes 
on the 20th June, 1798. 

To aſſemble the army on both coaſts was an 
indi ſpenſible precaution, which. I could not 
have been juſtified in omitting, from the mo- 
ment that J was apprized of Tippoo Sultaun's 
offenſive engagement with the French, and of 
the landing of a French force at Mangalore. 
But, being reſolved on all occaſions to ſubmit to 
your Court a full and diſtinct view of the whole 
ſcope of my motives and intentions, I have no 
heſitation in declaring, that my original reſolu- 
tion was (if circumſtances would have admitted) 
to have attacked the Sultaun inſtantly, and on 
both ſides of his dominions, for the purpoſe of 
defeating his hoſtile preparations, and of anti- 
cipating their declared object ; I was concerned. 
however to learn, from perſons moſt converſant 
in military details at Fort St. George (notwith-- 
ſtanding the diſtinguiſhed diſcipline of your army -/ 
on the coaſt of Coromandel, and the eminent: 
valour,, 
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valour, activity, and ſkill of its officers) its diſ- 
perſed ſtate, and certain radical defects in its 


eſtabliſhment, would render the aſſembling a 


force equal to offenſive movements "againſt 
Tippoo, a much more tedious and difficult 
operation than I had apprehended. 

Some officers of approved military talents, 


experience, and integrity, at Fort St. George, 


declared that your army in the Carnatic could 
not be aſſembled for offenſibe purpoſes” before 
the commencement of the year 1800, and that 
a period of ſix months would be required for its 
equipment, even for ne purpoſe of defending 
the Carnatic againſt any ſudden attack. The 
difficulty of aſſembling and moving your ariny 
on the coaſt of Coromatidet, furniſhed indeed an 
alarming proof of the defenceleſs and perilous 
ſtate of the Carnatic in that arduous conjuncture. 
But in proportion to the preſſure of that diffi- 


culty, the neceſſity of an inſtantanebus and active 


exertion became more urgent for whether the 
army, when aſſembled, was to anticipate or 
wait the attack of Fippoo, it appeared an equally 
indiſpenſible meaſure of precaution to reſume, 
without delay, the power of meeting that vin- 
dictive and reſtleſs Prince in the field. I was 

> not 
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not therefore diſcouraged, either by the ſupgel. 
tions to which I have referred, or by ſubſe- 
quent repreſentations of a ſimilar character and 
tendency, from inſiſting on the immediate exc- 
cution of my orders for aſſembling the army; 
and adverting to the fatal conſequences which 
have formerly been experienced in the Carnatic, 
by neglecting to keep pace with the forward. 
neſs of hoſtile equipments in Myſore, I re- 
ſolved to entruſt the protection of your poſſeſſi- 
ons on the coaſt of Coromandel to no other 
fecurity than a complete and "ey fate of Pres 
paration for war. 
At Bombay, my 3 for Ambüng the 
army were executed with great promptitude and 
alacrity, unaccompanied by any ſymptoms of 
indiſpoſition to thoſe united and zealous efforts, 
which the exigency of the eriſis demanded from 
every branch of your civil and military ſervice. 
The unavoidable delay which obſtructed the 
aſſembling your army in the Carnatic, having 
compelled me to relinquiſh my firſt intention of 
ſtriking an immediate. blow againſt the power 
and reſources of Tippoo Sultaun,*I applied my- 
ſelf to the formation of ſuch a permanent ſyſtem 
of preparation and defence, as, while it tended 
f 8 
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to reſtore the Government of Fort St. George, 


with all practicable diſpatch, the power of re- 
pelling any act of aggreſſion on the part of 
Tippoo Sultaun, might ultimately enable me to 


demand both a juſt indemnification for the ex- 


pence which the Sultaun's violation of treaty had 
occaſioned to your Government, and a ſeaſon- 
able ſecurity againſt the conſequences of his re- 


cent alliance with the enemy. With this view, 


while the army was aſſembling on the coaſts of 
Coromandel and Malabar, my early attention 
was directed to ſtrengthen and improve the de- 
fenſive alliance concluded between the Honour- 
able Company, and their Highneſſes the Nizam 
and Peſhwah, under the treaties of Paangul, 
Poonah, and Seringapatam, for the purpoſe of 
eſtabliſhing a barrier againſt the ambition and 
revenge of Tippoo Sultaun, The ſtate of this 
alliance afforded abundant matter of painful 


anxiety; I found both the Peſhwah and the 


Nizam (whoſe reſpective power it was the ob- 
ject of the treaty of Seringapatam to maintain 
in ſuch a (tate of efficiency as might render them 
uleful Allies in the event of a war with Myſore) 


reduced to the loweſt condition of depreffion and 
weaknels ; the former by the intruſion of Doulet 
I 6 Row 
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Row' Sindiaz and the latter by the threatened: 
hoſtilities of the ſame chieftain, by the eſtabliſh- 
ment of a numerous and active French faction 
in the centre ofthe Decan; and while the inter- 
nal convulſions of each ſtate had diminiſhed the 
reſources of both, their co-operation againſt 
Tippoo Sultaun had become impracticable by 
the progreſs of their mutual animolities and diſ- 
ſentions. 9 | 
In this ſcene of general confuſion, the power 
of Tippoo Sultaun alone (which it had been the 
policy of our alliancies and treaties to reduce) 
had remained undifturbed and unimpaired,” if it 
had not been augmented and improved. The 
final reſult to the Britiſh Government appeared 
to me to be, firſt, the entire loſs of the benefit 
of the treaty of triple alliance againſt Tippoo 
Sultaun, by the utter inability of our Allies to 
fulfil their defenſive engagements with the Com- 
pany; and, ſecendly, the eſtabliſhment of a 
French army of 14,000' men, in the domini- 
ons of one of our Allies, in the vicinity of the 
territories of our irreconcileable enemy, and-on 
the confines of the Carnatic and of the Northern 
Sirkars. In this ſtate of our political relations, 
the Company was expoſed, without the aid of a' 
ſingle. 
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ſmele Ally, to the hazard of a conteſt with the 
united force of Tippoo Sultaun and of the 
French. My ſeparate diſpatch under date the 
21{t of November, forwarded by the Eurydice, 


will have appriſed your Honourable Court of 


the meaſures which I took for the purpoſe of 


reſtoring to his Highneſs the Nizam, the power 


of fulfilling; his defenſive engagements with the 
Company. At the ſame time my endeavours: 


were employed, with equal aſſiduity, to give 


vigour and effect to the treaties ſubſiſting with 


his Highnefs the Peſhwah. Fhe return of Nana 
Furnavcels to the Adminiſtration, afforded, for 


ſome time, a juſt expectation that our alliance 
with the Mahrattas would ſpeedily be reſtored 
with additional vigour and advantage; but the 
increaſing diſtractions of the Mahratta Empire, 
unfortunately fruſtrated the wiſe counſels of that 
experienced and able Stateſman, and diſappoint- 


ed my views at the Court of Poonah ; I had 


however the ſatisfaction to aſcertain, that the 
diſpoſition of that Court, under the Adminiſtra- 
non of Nana, continued perfectly favoura- 
ble to the - Britiſh intereſts; and that want 
of power would be the ſole cauſe of its in- 

| Re action, 
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action, in the event of a war with Tippoo 
Sultaun. 


Towards the commencement of the month of 


Auguſt 1798, I learnt the preparations making 


by the French in the Mediterranean. Various 
circumſtances attending the equipmeht of that 
armament, inclined me to apprehend, that at 
leaſt a part of it might be deſtined for an expe-, 
dition to India, although I could not believe 
that the attempt would be made through Egypt. 
Under theſe impreſſions, I took the earlieſt op- 
portunity of direct ing the attention of Rear - Ad - 
miral Rainier to the Coaſt of Malabar, and at 
the ſame time I propoſed to ſtrengthen his 
Majeſty's ſquadron in theſe ſeas, according to 
any arrangement which his Excellency We 
jt 

On the 18th of eee. ratified the new 
ſubſidiary treaty with the Nizam, of which J 
have ſtated the ſubſtance in my ſeparate diſpatch 
of the 21ſt of November by the Eurydice. On 
the 18th of October, I received the firſt authen- 
tic information of the invaſion of Egypt by the 
French, and of the progreſs of their arms in 
that country, It is unneceſſary to call the at- 
tention of your Honourable Court, to the evi- 
„ 
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dent connection of the invaſion of Egypt with 
che joint deſigns of the French and of Tippoo 
Sultaun, againſt the Britiſh: power in India.— 
The neceſſity of either compelling Fippoo Sul- 
taun to detach himſelf from the intereſts of 
France, or of depriving him of the power of co- 
operating with the Freneh if they ſhould be 
enabled to reach India, now became too evident 
to admit of any doubt. My opinion had long 
been decided, that no negociation with Tippoo 
Sultaun eould be ſucceſsful, unleſs accompanied 
by ſuch a diſpoſition of our force as ſhould alarm 
him for the ſafety of his capital, and that no 
military operations could effect an adequate or 
ſpeedy reduction of his power, unleſs directed 
immediately to the ſiege of that city. On the 
20th of October, therefore, I gave peremptory 
orders to the Government of Fort. St, George, 


for completing the equipment of their battering 


train, and for advancing it with all practicable 
diſpatch to the moſt eligible {tation on the frontier 


of the Carnatic, with a view of proceeding to- 
wards Seringapatam at the earlieſt poſſible pe- 


riod, if ſuch a movement into Myſore ſhould 
become neceifary. At the {ame time, I ſigni- 
fied to the Government of Fort St. George, my 

intention 
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intention of reinforcing their army with 3000 
volunteers from the Native Infantry on the 
Eſtabliſhment of Bengal, who had offered their 
ſervices with the utmoſt alacrity and zeal.— 
To the Government of Bombay I iffued further 
orders, for the colleCtion not only of their troops, 
but of the largeſt pothible 4 pr on the n 
of Malabar. | 

On the 22d of October (as I have ready in- 
formed your Honourable Court) the diſmiſſion 
of the French faction in the Nizam's army was 
happily accompliſhed at Hydrabad. On the 
z iſt of October, I received the intelligence of the 
glorious victory obtained by his Majeſty's ſqua- 


dron under the command of Sir Horatio Nelſon; 


but being {till uncertain of the fate of the French 
army in Egypt, and ignorant whether an addi- 
tional force might not have been intended to co- 
operate with it in India, by the ordinary paſſage 
round the Cape of Good Hope, I did not relax 
any part of the naval or military preparations 
which had been commenced under my orders. 


The opportunity now appeared favourable for 


opening a negociation with Tippoo Sultaun — 


F had already communicated to the Allies, the 


Nizam and Peſhwah, à circumſtantial” detail 
of 


8 
n 


TI OO suLTAux. 158. 


of. the conduct of that Prince, and had received 
from both, the moſt unequivocal aſſurances of 
their, entire concurrence in my ſentiments and 
views, as well as of their determination to ſup- 
port my juſt claims of ſatisfaction for the in- 
fraction of the treaty of Seringapatam. 

On the 8th of November, therefore, I ad- 
dreſſed to Tippoo Sultaun the letter, of which: 
a copy accompanies this diſpatch.. 

My expectation was, that the neceſſary ir im 
preſſion of the ſucceſs of his Majeſty's fleet 
againſt the French in Egypt, the revival of our 
deſenſive alliance with the Nizam, the deſtruc- 
tion of the French influence in the Decan, the 
declared diſpoſition of the Peſhwah to fulfil his 
defenſive engagements to the utmoſt extent of 
his power, the preſence of his Majeſty's ſquadron: 
on the coaſt of Malabar, reinforced by ſuch of: 
the Hon. Company's ſhips as had been equipped 
for the purpoſe, and, finally, the progreſs of our 
military preparations on. both coaſts, might have 
induced the Sultaun to accede to my propoſals- 
for opening the channels of pacific negociation ;. 
and under theſe circumſtances I truſted that the. 
terror of the Britiſh arms might have. rendered. 
their. actual employment | unneceſſary. With. 

| ſucts 
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ſuch expectations I reſolved to proceed to Fort St. 
George, for the purpoſe of conducting the ex- 
peed negociation with the Sultaun, which I 
flattered myſelf my pre ſence on the coaſt of Co- 
romandel might enable me to bring to an iſſue, 
before the ſeaſon ſhould be ſo far advanced as 
to relieve Tippoo Sultaun from thofe alarms 
for the ſafety of his capital, on which I founded 
my ſole hope of obtaining any fatisfa&ory adjuſt- 
ment with him. On the 1oth of December, I 
addreſſed a letter to the Sultaun, informing him 
of my intention to proceed to Fort St. George, 
and again urging him to receive Major Doveton. 
On 25th of December J embarked on board 
his Majeſty's ſhip'the Sybille, Captain E. Cooke, 
and arrived at this Preſidency on the gift of the 
fame month. A few days previous to my arrival, | 
the Corps of Native Volunteers from Bengal had 
landed in perfect ſafety, and in the higheſt ſpi- 
rits, and ſoen after a corps of artillery arrived 
from Fort William under the command of Co- 
lonel Montague. 

The letter marked No. 4. was delivered me 
on my arrival at Fort St. George. In this let- 
ter your honourable Court will obſerve the pre- 
varication and falſehood which mark the Sul- 
taun's 
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taun's ſtateſmen, of his intercourſe with the 
French, and you will perceive the evaſion by 
which he eludes the moderate and amicable pro- 
polition of the Allies for opening a negociation.. 
To this letter from the Sultaun, I returned the 
anſwer, dated gth of January, in which L renewed: 
the propoſition of opening a negociation, and 
urged the Sultaun not to delay his reply beyond 
the period of one day after my letter ſhould reach 
him, intimating that dangerous conſequences 
might reſult from a longer delay. The advanced 
period of the ſeaſon abſolutely. required that L 
ſhould aſcertain the Sultaun's views within a 
ſnort time; my propoſition contained nothing 
derogatory to the honour or dignity of the Sul 
taun. I now employed every effort to advance 
the Military preparations in the Carnatic, Which 
had already made a conſiderable progreſs during 
the months of November and December, From: 
the moment of my arrival at Fort St. George, all 
the inhabitants of this ſettlement,” and every 
officer, civil and military, appeared to be ani- 
mated by an unanimous determination to diſ- 
charge their reſpective duties with a degree of 
cheertulneſs and ardour,  correſpondent' to the 

exigency 
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exigency and importance of the occaſion; and J 
was ſoon ſatisfied that the diſpoſition, of which 
F lamented the appearance in the months of July 
and Auguſt, had either been ſubdued by the juſt 


exerciſe of authority, or eorrected by reflection; | 


and by the more full diſcloſure of the views of 
the enemy. The zeal, alacrity and public ſpirit 
of the Bankers and commercial Agents at Ma- 
dras, as well as of the moſt reſpectable of your 
Civil Servants at this Preſidency, enabled me 
within a few weeks, to raiſe a large ſum of mo- 


ney, by loan, for the public ſervice. Previous 


to my departure from Bengal, J had remitted 
20 lacks of rupees in ſpecie for the uſe of this 
Preſidency ; I now difpatched the Sybille to 


Calcutta for a further ſupply; and the extraor- 


dinary exertion. of his Excellency the Vice-Pre- 


fdent in Council, aſſiſted by the diligence and 


ability of Mr. Thomas Myers, the Accomptant 
General of Bengal, furniſhed me with an addi- 
tional aid of 20 lacks, within ſo ſhort a time, 
that the movement of the army was not delayed 
for an inſtant; on account of a deficiency of 
treaſure, and Lieut, General Harris was pro- 
vided with a ſufficient ſupply of ſpecie to 


maintain 
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maintain his army in the field * the month 
of May. 
Tippoo Sultaun remaining ſilent for a con- 
qiderable time after the receipt of my letter of 
the qth of January, T concluded that his object 
muſt be to delay his anſwer until the ſeaſon 
ſhould be ſo far advanced, as to render the cap- 
ture of VSeringapatam impracticable during the 
preſent year. | ; 
At length, on the 295 February I received 
from Tippoo Sultaun a Letter, informing 
me, that being frequently diſpoſed © to make 
« excurſions: and hunt,“ he was «© accordingly 
« proceeding upon a hunting excurſion,” and 
deſiring „ that I would” diſpatch Major 
Doveton « ſlightly attended. But the ſeaſon 
for negociation through the pacific channels 
ſo often offered by me was now elapſed. *Af- 
ter mature deliberation on the grounds already 
ſtated, I had directed che advance of the army 
into the territory ofthe Sultaun, and I had ſig- 
nified to the Allies my determination to proceed 
to hoſtilities. To have delayed the advance of 
the army, would at once have thrown the ad- 
vantages which J then poſſefſed into the hands 
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of Tippoo Sultaun, and have rendered the ſiege 
of his Capital impracticable during the preſent 
ſeaſon. On the other hand an Embaſſy, com- 
bined with the hoſtile irruption of any army into 
Myfore, would have been liable to the imputa- 
tion of inſincerity towards Tippoo Sultaun, and 


_ while it bore the appearance of indecifion in the 


eyes of the Allies, would have promoted, and 
perhaps warranted, a ſimilar degree of inſtabi · 
lity in their Councils and operations. The de- 
ſign of this tardy, reluctant, and inſidious aſſent 
to the admiſſion of an Embaſſy from the Britiſh 
Government, could be conſidered in no other 
light than that of a new artifice for the purpoſe 
of gaining time until a change of circumſtances 
and of ſeaſon might enable the Sultaun to avail 
Himſelf of the aſſiſtance of France. This con- 
cluſion was now confirmed by my knowledge of 
the actual embarkation of Mr. Dubuc and two 
native Vakeels, on an Embaſſy from Tippoo to 
the Executive Directory of France; an event 
which took — at re ee on the 7th of 
denne 

I therefore replied to ok Linies of Fippoo 
Bullen in the terms of the Incloſure, in 
which 
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which I have declared Lieutenant-General Har- 


ris to be the only perſon now authorized by 


me to receive and to anſwer whatever commu- 
nications the Sultaun may think fit to make, 
with a view to the reſtoration of peace, on ſuch 
conditions as appear to the Allies to be indiſ- 
penſibly neceſſary to their common ſecurity. 
"This Letter I directed General Harris to forward 
to the Sultaun, on the day on which the army 
under his command ſhould paſs the frontier, and, 
at the ſame time, I inſtructed him to iſſue, in 
the name of the Allies, the Declaration. 

The Nizam's contingent conſiſts of 6000 of 
the Company's troops, ſubſidized by his high- 
neſs, of about the ſame number of his own in- 
fantry, including a portion of Mr. Peron's 
Sepoys, now commanded by Britiſh officers, 
and of a large body of cavalry. This force, 
under the general command of Mur Allum, 
formed a junction with the Britiſh. army on the 
19th of February. Under theſe circumſtances 
General Harris entered the territory of Myſore, 
on the gth of March, with orders to proceed 
directly to Seringapatam.” His lordſhip con- 
cludes with ſome reflections upon the proſpect 

of 
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of the ultimate conſequences and permanent ef. 
ect of the meaſures adopted by him. Towards 
the concluſion he ſays, „If Tippoo Sultaun 
had been di ſpoſed to content himſelf with the 
quiet poſſeſſion of his preſent dominions ; if he 
could have been brought to a ſenſe of his own 
peril in forming a connection with the French, 
the repreſentations which I addreſſed to him 
would have produced an early and ſalutary im- 
preſſion. Whatever ſpeculative opinions might 
have been entertained with reſpect to his inte- 
reſts, views, and power, the juſtice and mode- 
ration of the Britifn government would never 
have diſtutbed his tranquillity. But he reſolved 
to attempt the recovery of his loſt dominions, at 
the hazard of thoſe which he ſtill retains, and 
in the ardour of his paſſionate purſnit, he over- 
looked not only the certain deſtruction of his 
own independence, the inevitable conſequence 
even of the moſt proſperous ſucceſs of any alli- 
ance with France, but alſo the predominant 
influence of the Engliſh Eaſt India Company, 
which would detect his treachery, and turn a- 
gainſt his own empire the ruin which he 12 
meditated againſt theirs.” 
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C oy of a Declaration of the Right Honourable the 
Governor General in Council, for all the Forces and 


Afairs of the Britiſh Nation in the Eaft-Imdies, on 


behalf of the Honourable the Eaſt- India Company, 
and the Allies of the ſaid Company there, his High- 
neſs the Nizam and the P:ſhwah, 


A SOLEMN Treaty of Peace and Friendſhip 
was concluded at Seringapatam, between the 
Honourable Company, and the Nabob Aſaph 
Jah and the Peſhwah, on the one part, and the i 
Nabob Tippoo Sultaun on the other part ; and 
from that day all commotion and hoſtilities 
ceaſed, Since that day the three allied States 
have invariably manifeſted a facred regard for 
the obligations contracted under that Treaty 
with the Nabob Tippoo Sultaun. Of this 
uniform diſpoſition abundant proofs have been 
afforded by each of the Allies. Whatever dif- 
ferences have ariſen with regard to the limits of 
the territory of Myſore have been amicably 
:djuſted without difficulty, and with the moſt 
exact attention to the principles of equity, and 
to the ſtipulations of Treaty. Such has been 
the ſolicitude of the Allies for the preſervation 
of tranquility, that they have viewed with for- 
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bearance, for ſome years paſt, various embaſ- 
ſies and military prepalations on the part of 
Tippoo Sultaun, of a tendency ſo evidently 
hoſtile to the intereſts of the Allies as would 
haue juſtified them, not only in the molt ſerious 
-remonſtrances, but even in an appeal to arms, 
On the part of the Britiſh Government, every 
endeavour has been employed to conciliate the 
confidence of the Sultaun, and to mitigate his 
vindictive ſpirit, by the moſt unequivocal ac- 
knowledgement and confirmation of this juſt 
Tights,” and by the removal of every cauſe of 
Jealouſy, which might tend to interrupt the 
© continuance of peace. Theſe pactfic ſentiments 
Have been moſt . particularly manifeſted in -the 
Governor General's recent deciſion on Tippoo 
Sultaun's claim to the diftrict of Wynaad, and 
in the-negociation opened by his 'Lordſhip with 
regard to the diſtricts of Amarah and Souleah, 
In every inſtance the conduct of the Britiſh 
Government in {India towards Tippoo Sultaun, 
has been the natural reſult of thoſe principles ot 
moderation, Juſtice, and good faith, which the 
Legiſlature of Great Britain, and the Honoura - 
ble the Eaſt-India Company, have firmly eſtab- 
_ liſhed as the unalterable rule of their intercourſe 
with 
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with the Native Princes and States of India. 
The exemplary good faith, and the pacific diſ- 
poſition of the Allies, ſince the concluſion of 
the Treaty of Seringapatam, has never been 
diſputed even by Tippoo Sultaun. Far from 


having attempted to alledge even the pretext of 
a complaint againſt their conduct, he has con- 
ſtantly acknowledged their juſtice, fincerity, and 


good. faith; and has preferred, in the moſt cor- 
dial terms, his deſire to maintain and ſtrengthen 


the foundations of harmony and concord with 
them, In the midſt of theſe amicable profeſ- 
ſions on the part of Tippoo Sultaun, and at the 
moment when the Britiſh Government had 
iſſued orders for the confirmation of his claim 
to Wynaad, it was with aſtoniſhment and in- 
dignation that the Allies diſcovered the engage- 
ments which he had contracted with the French 
Nation, in direct violation of the Treaty of 
Seringapatam, as well as of his own molt ſo- 
lemn and recent proteſtations of friendſhip to- 
wards the Allies. Under the maſk of theſe 
ſpecious profeſſions, and of a pretended venera- 
tion for the obligations of Treaty, Tippoo 


Sultaun diſpatched Ambaſſadors to the Iſle of 
France, Who, in a period of profound peace 
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in India, propoſed and concluded, in his name, 
an-offenſive alliance with the French, for the 
avowed purpoſe of commencing a war of ag- 
greſſion againſt the Company, and conſequent- 
ly againſt the Peſhwah and the Nizam, the Al- 
lies of the Company. The Ambaſſadors, in 
the name of Tippoo Sultaun, demanded mili- 
tary ſuccours from the French, and actually le- 
vied a military force in the Iſle of France, with 
the declared view of proſecuting the intended 
war. When the Ambaſſadors returned, in a 
French ſhip of war, from the Iſle of France, 
Tippoo Sultaun ſuffered the military force, 
which they had levied for the avowed purpoſe 
of making war upon the Allies, to land in his 
country; and, finally, he admitted it into his 
army; by theſe perſonal acts ratifying and con- 
firming the proceedings of his Ambaſſadors. 
This military force, however, was not ſuffi- 
ciently powerful to enable him immediately to 
attempt his declared purpoſe of attacking the 
Company's poſſeſſions; but in the meanwhile 
he advanced his hoſtile preparations, conform- 
ably to his engagements with the French; and 
he was ready to move his army into the Com- 
-pany's territorics,” whenever he might obtain 
| | from 
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fiom France the effectual ſuccours, - which: he: 
had afſiduouſly ſolicited from that nation. But 
the providence of God, and the victorious arms 
of the Britiſh nation, fruſtrated his vain hopes, 
and checked the preſumptuous career of the 
French in Egypt, at the moment when he 
anxiouſly expected their arrival on the coaſt of 
Malabar. The Britiſn Government, the Ni- 
zam, and the Peſhwah, had not omitted the 
neceſſary precanttion of aſſembling their forces, 
for the joint protection of their reſpe ive do- 
winions. The ſtrict principles of ſelt- deſence 
would have juſtihed the Allies, at that period: 
of time, in making an immediate attack upon 
the territories of Tippoo Sultaun; but even the 
happy intelligence of the glorious ſueceſs of the 
Britiſh fleet at the mouth of the Nile did not 
abate the anxious deſire of the Allies to main- 
tain the relations of amity and peace with Tip- 
poo Sultaun, They attempted, by a moderate 
repreſentation, to recal him to a ſenſe of his 
obligations, and of the genuine principles of 
prudence and policy; and they employed every 
effort to open the cha nels of negociation, and 


to facilitate the means of amicable accommo= 


dation. With theſe ſalutary views, the Go- 
| K 3 vernor- 
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vernor- General, on the 8th of November, 1798, 


in the name of the Allies, propoſed to diſpatch 


an Ambaſſador to Tippoo. Stltaun, for the 
purpoſe of rene wing the bonds of friendſhip, 
and of concluding ſuch an arrangement as might 
afford effe ctual ſecurity againſt any future inter- 
ruption of the public tranquility ; and his Lord- 
{hip repeated the ſame propoſal on the 1 oth of 
December, 1798. Tippoo Sultaun declined, 
by various evaſions and ſubterfuges; this friend- 
ly and moderate advance on the part of the Al- 
lies, and he manifeſted an evident diſpoſition to 
reject the means of pacific accommodation, by 
ſuddenly breaking up, in the month of Decem- 
ber, the conferences which had 'commenced 
with refpe& to the diftrits of Amorah and 
Souleah, and by' interrupting the intercourſe 
between his ſubjects and thoſe of the Company 
on their reſpective frontiers. On the ꝙth of 
January, 1799, the Governor- General being 
arrived at Fort St. George (notwithſtanding 
theſe diſcouraging circumilances in the conduct 
of Tippoo Sultaun), renewed, with increaſed 
earneſtneſs, the expreſſion of his Lordſhip's 
anxious deſire to difpatch an Ambaſſador to the 
Sultaun.— The Governor - General expreſsly fo- 

on: licited 
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licited the Sultaun to return an anſwet within 
one day to this letter; and as it involved no 
propoſition either. injurious to the rights, digni- 
ty, or honour of the Sultaun, in any degree 
novel or complicated either in form or- ſub- 


ſtance, it could not require a longer conſidera- 


tion. The Governor-General waited. with the. 
utmoſt ſolicitude for an anſwer to the reaſona - 
ble and diſtinct propoſition contained in his 
letter of the gth January, 1799... Tippoo Sul- 
taun, however, who muſt have received. this: 
letter before the 1 5th of January, remained 
filent, although the Governor-General had 


plainly. appriſed that Prince that dangerous cone: 


ſequences would reſult from delay. In the 
mean while, the ſeaſon for military operations 
had already advanced to ſo late a period, as to 
render a ſpeedy deciſion indiſpenſible to the ſe- 
curity. of the Allies. Under theſe circumftan- 
ces, on the 3d of February (eight days having 
elapſed from the period when an anſwer might 
have been received from Seringapatam to the 
Governor-General's. letter of the gth of Janu- 
ary, his Lordſhip declared to the Allies, that: 
the neceſſary meaſures muſt now be adopted, 
without delay,. for ſecuring ſuch advantages as - 

| If ſhould. 
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ſhould place the common ſafety of the Allies 
beyond the reach of the inſincerity of Tippoo 
Sultaun, and of the violence of the French, 
With this view, the Governor-General on the 
zd of February iſſued orders to the Brivſh ar- 
mies to march, and ſignified to the Command- 
er of his Majeſty's ſquadron, that the obſtinate 
ſilence of the Sultaun muſt be conſidered as a 
rejection of the propoſed amicable negociation. 
At length, on the 13th of February, a letter 
from Tippoo Sultaun reached the Governor- 
General; in which the Sultaun fignifies to his 
Lordſhip, . That being frequently diſpoſed to 
« make excurſions. and hunt, he was accor- 
„ Jingly proceeding upon a hunting excurſion; 
« adding, that the Governor-General would 
& be pleafed to diſpatch Major Doveton - to: 
4% him, unattended.” — The Allies will not 
 dwell-on'the peculiar phraſes of this letter; but. 
it muſt be evident to all the States of India, 
that the anſwer of the Sultaun has been detcr- 
ed to this late period of the ſeaſon, with no other 
view than to preclude the Allies, by inſidious 
delays, from the benefit of thoſe. advantages 
which their combined military operations would 
enable them to ſecure. On thoſe advantages: 

11S 1 2 alone 
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alone (under the recent experience of Tippou 
Sultaun's violation of the Treaty of Seringapa- 
tam, and under the peculiar circumſtances of 
that Prince's offenſive alliance with the French), 
can the Allies now venture to rely for the faith 
ful execution of any Treaty of Peace conclud- 
ed with IT'ippoo Sultaun? The Allies cannet 
ſuffer Tippoo Sultaun to profit by his own ſtus 


died and ſyſtematic delay, nor to impede ſuch a 


diſpolition of their military and naval force, as 
ſhall appear beſt calculated to give effect to 
their juſt views. Bound by the ſacred obliga- 


tions of: public faith, proſeſſing the moſt ami 


cable diſpoſition, and undiſturbed in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of thaſe dominions ſecured. to him by 
Treaty, Fippoo Sultaun wantonly. violated the 
relations of ainity and. peace, and compelled the 


Allies to arm in defence of their rights, their 


happineſs, and their honour. For a period of 
three months, he obſtinately rejected every pa- 
citic overture, in the hourly expedtation of re- 
ceiving that ſuccour, which he has eagerly ſoli- 
cited for the proſecution of his favourite pur- 
poles of ambition and revenge. _ Diſappointed: 
in his hopes of immediate vengeance and con- 
queſt, he now reſorts to ſubteriuge and pro- 

* craſtination, 
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eraſtination, and, by a tardy, reluctant, and 
inſidious acquieſcence in a propoſition which 
he had ſo long and repeatedly declined; he en- 
deavours to fruſtrate: the precautions of the Al- 
lies, and to protract every effectual operation, 
until ſome change of circumſtances and of ſea- 
ſon ſhall revive his expectations of "diſturbing 
the tranquility of India, by favouring the irrup-- 
tion of a French army. The Allies are equal- 
ly prepared to repel his violence, and to coun- 
teract his artifices and delays. The Allies are, 
therefore, reſolved to place their army in ſuch 
a poſition as ſhall afford adequate protection 
againſt any artifice or inſincerity, and ſhall 
preclude the return. of that danger which has ſo 
lately menaced their poſſeſſions. The Allies, ( 
however, retaining an anxious defire to effect 
an adjuſtment with Tippoo Sultaun, Lieute- 
nant-General Harris, commander in Chief of 
his Majeſty's and the Honourable Company's 
Forces on the coaſt of Coromandel and Mala- 
bar, is authorized to receive any Embaſſy which 
Tippoo Sultaun may difpatch to the Head- 
| quarters of the Britſh Army; and to concert a 
? Treaty on ſuch. conditions as appear to the 
Y Nlies to be indiſpenſably neceſſary ſor the 
eſtabliſh- 
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eſtabliſhment of a ſecure and a permanent 
peace. . 
Dated Fort St, Genes 224 February 1799. 


By Order of the Right Honourable the JOEY 
General, N. B. Epuons rox, P. T. 


— 


Cipy of a Letter from the Right Hen. the Governor” 
General to the Secret Committee of the Court of 
Direeters, dated 19th May,. 1799. 


x run SECRET COMMITTEE OF THE HON... 
COURT OF DIRECTORS, 


| HONORABLE SIIS, 


THE accidental detention of the Sarah Chriſ- 
tiana packet, enables me to forward to your 
Hon. Committee by this diſpatch, documents 
of great importance, explanatory of the nature 
of the connection between Tippoo Sultaun and 
the French Republic. 
Thefe Papers were found in the Palace at 
Seringapatam, and were tranſmitted officially 
to my Military Secretary, by the Secretary of 
the Commiſſion appointed to aſſiſt Lieutenant 
General Harris in all matters of a ! na 
ture. 
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The Paper, No. 1, is a Letter "Re Tippoos 
Sultan, 10 the Executive Directory, and ap- 
pears to be an atteſted Copy of that which 


was diſpatched by M. Dubuc, with two Na- 
tive Vakeels, on the 7th of February, 1799. 


The Letter, however, is dated the 20th of 
July, 1798, at which time the military pre- 
parations in the Carnatic had ſcarcely com- 
menced. | 

Your Hon. Committee will obſerve, that in 
this Eetter FTippoo Sultaun, in the moſt diſtinct 
manner, ſtates the nature of his late Embaſſy 
to the Iſle of France to have been the fame 
which 1 have deſcribed in my minute of the 
12th of Augult,. and in my Letter to Tippoo- 
Sultaun of the 8th; of November, notwithſtand- 
ing that he had endeavoured to put a different 
colour on the tranſaction in his Letter to me of 
the 13th of December, 1798, and reccived at: 
Fort St. George the 25th of December. 

It is equally remarkable, that he does not at- 
tempt to alledge againſt the Britiſh Government 
any ground of complaint ſince the concluſion of 
the laſt war. | 4 2 

The object of his offenſive and defenſive. al- 
lance with France, appears to have been not 


merely 
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merely the recovery of. his former dominions, 
but the expulſion of the Engliſh from all their 
rich poſſeſſions in India, and the utter anche 
lation of their power in Aſia. 

You will further obſerve, that he declares it 
to be his intention to commence the attack on 


the firſt favourable occaſion, and, on the whole, 


that he profeſſes to make common cauſe with 
France, under the moſt ſolemn proteſtations of 
ndelity and zeal to the Republic. 

The Paper, No. 2, is a Note of the De- 
mands which Tippoo Sultaun's Ambaſſadors: 
were authoriſed by him to make upon the Exe- 
cutive Directory at Paris; they correſpond in 
zubſtance with the requiſitions annonnced in M. 
Malartie's Proclamation at the Mauritius. 

In the Articles 5 and 6, you will perceive 
that the Sultaun intended to commence his ope= 
rations in the heart of the Carnatic, in concert 
with a French army to be landed at Porto No- 
10-; and that he did not propoſe to wait the 


actual arrival of the French force, but was re= 


lolved to make himſelſ maſter of the coalt of 
Coromandel as ſoon as he ſhould find jit conve- 
went, atter having received notice of the mo- 
tions of the French. 


In 
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In Article 7, it appears that the Portugueſe 
colonies in this quarter of India were to have 
been divided between Fippoo Sultaun and the 
French. All the articles of his paper demand 
particular attention, as tending to prove, in the 
moſt concluſive manner, the entire devotion 
of this infatuated Prince to his alliance with 
France. This Paper is alſo dated on the 20th 
of July, 1798; both Papers are ſigned in the 
Sultaun's own hand writing, according to the 
abbreviated form of ſignature which he was ac- 
euſtomed to uſe in all his letters and other 
official documents. This mode of ſignature is 
uſual among the natives of Hindoſtan, and no 
doubt can be entertained of the mn of 
the Papers. | 

'Your Hon. Committee will obſerve, that 
the Letter from Tippoo Sultaun to me, which 
was received at Fort St. George on the 13th of 
February, muſt have been written ſubſequently 
to the diſpatch of the Papers now incloſed, 
as M. Dubue, with the Sultaun's two native 
Vakeels, embarked at aner on the jth: 
of February. 

Lhave the honor to incloſe two other Papers, 
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No. 3 and 4, in the French language, ſound 


alſo in the Palace of Seringapatam. 


I: have the Honor to be, 
Honorable Sors.. 
Your moſt obedient and faithful Servant, 
Fort St: George, 19th May, 1799. MORNINGTON; 


Extract of a. Letter from Lord Morinngton to the. 


Chairman of the Court of Directors. 


Stix, Fort St. George, 19th May, 1799. 

THE Sarah Chriſtiana having been detained 
for a few hours, I am enabled to acknowledge 
the receipt of the diſpatches of the Secret Com- 
mittee, under date 24th of December. 

The intelligence which J have received this 
day from Seringapatam, induces me to believe 


that J ſhall be able to effect a ſettlement ef the 


country without quitting this Preſidency. My 


brother, and Lieutenant-Colonel Kirkpatrick, 


are far advanced on their way towards My- 
fore, and J ſhall wait for their report before 1 
move from hence. I requeſt you to apprize 
the Court of Directors of the probability of my 

| being 


. 
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being able to raiſe the iuveſtment nearly to the 


ſtandard originally propoſed. 


The advices from Egypt are by no means * 
tis factory; it appears that the French had 
gained ſome conſiderable advantages in Syria, 
and had taken the town of Joppa ; it alſo ap- 
pears that they had fortified Suez, and had be- 


gun to collect craft at the head of the Arabian 


Gulph. The Centurion and Albatro's, and two 
of the Company's cruizers, were gone up tlie 
Red Sea for the purpoſe of deſtroying the craſt 
collected, and of preventing the collection of 
more. The Princeſs Charlotte Indiaman, arm- 
ed, together with the Fox frigate, were proba- 
bly off the Streights of Babelmandel ; having 
quitted Bombay with that deſtination ſome time 
before. The laſt intelligence of Commodore 
Blankett was of the month of January, When he 
was contending with adverſe winds off the coaſt 
of Africa, a very fe degrees to the northward 
of the Line. Admiral Rainier was at Canna- 


nore on the 8th of May ; it is a ſatisfactory cir- 


cumſtance to reflect, that if the French ſhould 
be able, by any accident, te puſh a force to 
India by ſca, aſter Admiral Rainier ſhall have 
quitled his ſtation, they will find no friend to 

fupport 
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ſupport them; their arrival, under our preſent 


circumſtances, would, I am perſuaded, only 


ſerve to add another irmumph to the Britiſh arms 
in India. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, &c. &. 


To the Chairman of the 
Court of Directors. 


Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant. General George 
Harris lo the Chairman of the Court of Direc- 
tors; dated Seringapatam, 6th May, 1799. 

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE HON,/ COURT OF DIRECTORS 

OF THE UNITED EAST-INDIA.COMPANY;,. &c. &. 


Six, 1 


I HAVE the honor of compratirlatiogh you and: 


the Honorable Court, on the profperous iſſue oß 


the expedition committed to my charge by the: 


Right Hon. the EarL of Mornington, 
Seringapatam. was carried by ſtorm atifmid-- 
day of the 4th: inſtant; "'Fippeo Sultaun killed; 


with many of his principal ofhcers, and thous 


ſands of his adherents ; and his family, with 


the families of his chief Sirdars, in. our: Een 
ſion. 


N 
* 


(Signed) MORNINGTON.. 
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My attention is now directed to ſecure my 


poſition, and maintain our advantages, until E 


can receiye ſurther inſtructions from the Right. 
Hon. the Governor General. 


Head- quarters, Seringapa- GEO. HARRIS. 
tam, . 6th May, 1799.. 


— — 


Copy. of a Leiter from Fobn Spencer, Eſq. to the 
Court Directors, dated. Fs 21/ft May, 
1799- 


TO Tus HON, THE: COURT: OP” DIRECTORS OP THE 

HON. UNITED EAST-INDIA.COMPANY),. &C..&Cs 

HONORABLE Sis, \ 

- ADMIRAL Rainier ind dhe e to 
order his Majeſty's frigate the Carysfort, on her 
voyage to England, to touch at this place, for. 
ſuch intelligence as might be attainable here of 
a nature ſufficiently intereſting to be worthy of 
your notice, I avail myſelf. of the opportunity 
to addrefs, while my anxiety to avoid the deten- 
tion of the Carysfort, particularly at this late 
period of the ſeaſon, will neceſſarily oblige me 
to be very conciſe. | 
| General 


4 
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General Harris's diſpatches will adviſe you of 
his glorious and important ſucceſs at Seringa- 
patam, on which T- have the honor to Prev 
you with my cordial congratulations. | 

On the 13th inſt. Kemmerrut Deca Than, 
one of the principal officers of the late Tippoo 
Sultaun, came in to General Harris with 4, 00 
horſe; and on the 12th, Purweah, a Bramin, 
one of Tippoo's civil officers, alſo came in; 
Fattah Hyder, Tippoo's eldeſt fon, illegitimate, 
was expected to come in on the 13th; and a 
falute, which was heard by the Bombay army 
on that day at Seringapatam, w was e to: 
announce that event. | 

The Bombay army under Genen Swart leſe: 


Seringapatam for the Malabar Coaſt, and there 
is every reaſon to expect that the whole will 


reach Cananore by the 25th inſtant; they have 
had the advantage of very fine dry weather, not- 
withſtanding the advanced period of the ſeaſon. 
1 underſtand that the whole of General Stuart's 


army, including the native corps lately forming: 
a part of. Colonel Little's detachment, will be 


cantoned for the preſent at or near Cananore 


and Tellicherry. 


The. 
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The intelligence of our ſucceſs at Seringa- 
patam of the 4th inſtant; reached the Right 


Hon. the Governor-General, at Madras, on the 


11th. - p 1 1 b | 
I have the ſatisfaction to acquaint your Hon. 
Court, that during the late hoſtilities between 


the Hon. Company and: Tippoo Sultaun, the 


tranquillity of the Province, and the realization 
of the Revenues, have remained uninterrupted, 
and there is great reaſon to conclude that the 
general ſtate of the Province will be very much 
ameliorated by the very ſucceſsful termination of 
the war. | | 


It is expected that part of General Stuart's | 
army will ſhortly march into and take poſſeſſion 


of the country of the late Tippoo Sultaun, 
which lies on the Malabar Coaſt, between Ka- 
bye, our late northern frontier, and Goa. 


ls 5 I have the honor to be, &c., &c. 
J. SPENCER, Prefident of the Commiſſion 
for executing the Office of Supravitor and 
Chief Judge and Magiſtrate. in Malabar, 
: CHAE 
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H AP. XII. % t 2 | 


(Capture of Seringapatam—Death of Tip | 4 
Conduct of his fons —Jnterment of the Sultaun x 
—dfritiſh commander attention ta the Sultana 
Aer charater—Curſory remarks, c. 


TE Capture of Seringapatam and death of 
Tippoo being but ſlightly mentioned in the Bri- 
tiſh Commander's letters, it is neceſſary here 
to reſume the H iſtory, and give a full detail of 
this intereſting buſineſs. The preceding papers 
of Lord Mornington ſufficiently evince the ne- 
ceſſity of cruſhing Tippoo's power and diſap- 
pointing his ambitious views. , 

General Harris, according to orders, pro- 
ceeded for Seringapatam, where he arrived 
April 4. The Engliſh troops were, the firſt 
few days after their arrival, employed in col- 
lecting the neceſſary materials; after which they 
had repeated ſkirmiſhes, in which they took 
ſome. outpoſts, &c. ſo that their breaching bat- 
teries did not open till about the termination of 
the month. Several Polygars and Zemindars 
of Myſore, had now attached themſelves to our 
allies, and rendered conſiderable ſervice. 


a 
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The fire of the batteries which began to 
batter in breach (April 30) had on the evening 
of May 2, ſo much deſtroyed the walls againſt 
which it was directed, that the arrangement. 
was then made for aſſaulting the place on the 
following day, when the breach was reported 
practicable. | 

May 3. Early this morning the troops in- 
tended to be employed, were ſtationed in the 
trenches, that no extraordinary movement might 
lead the enemy to ſuſpect the aſſault which was 
determined to be made in the heat of the day. 
Ten flank companies of Europeans, taken from 
thoſe regiments neceſſarily left to guard the 
camps and outpoſts, followed by the r2th, 33d, 
73d and 74th regiments ; and three corps of 
grenadier ſepoys, taken from the troops of the 
three - prelidencies, with 200 of his Highneſs 
the Nizam's troops, formed the party for the 
alſault, accompanied by 100 of the Artillery, 
and the corps of pioneers, and ſupported-in the 
trenches by the battalion companies of the re- 
giment de Meuron, and four battalions of Ma- 
dras ſepoys. Colonel Sherbrooke, and Licute- 
nant. Colonels Dunlap, Dalrymple, Gardiner 
and Mignan, commanded the ſeveral flank 

N troops, 
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troops, and Major General Baird was en- 
truſted with the direction of this important 
ſervice, MA 


The troops moved at one o'clock from the 


trenches, recroſſed the rocky bed of the Cavery, 


under an extremely heavy fire, paſſed the gla- 
eis and ditch, and aſcended the breaches in the 


 fauſſe braye, and rampart of the fort, ſurmount- 


ing in the -moſt 'gallant manner, every obſta- 
cle which the difficulty of the paſſage, and 
the reſiſtance of the enemy, preſented to oppoſe 
their progreſs. Major General Baird had di- 
-vided his force for the purpoſe of clearing the 
ramparts to the right and left. One diviſion 
was commanded by Colonel Sherbrooke, the 
other by Lieutenant Colonel Dunlap ; the lat- 
ter was difabled in the breach, but both corps, 
though ſtrongly oppoſed, were completely ſuc- 
ceſsful. Reſiſtance had been made from the 
palace of Tippoo ſome time after all firing had 
ceaſed from the works. | | 
General Harris only gave Tippoo 24 hours 
to conſider the propoſitions which it was deem- 
ed expedient to make to him, reſpecting our 
operations againſt the fort of Seringapatam. 
Theſe were tranſmited by a Vakeel, April 28; 
but 
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but Tippoo returned no anſwer, obſtinately 
perſevering in his determination of defending 
his capital to the laſt, 
May 4. The breach being now practica- 
ble, it was reſolved to commence the atack, and 
at three o'clock in the morning the flank com- 
Panies of every corps in the field, beſides two 
or three European regiments complete, moved 
down to the trenches, where they ſat for ſome 
time in anxious expectation of the ſignal, dur- 
ing which time they kept up an inceſſant firing. 
The ſtorming party, under the command of 
General Baird, began to move on, covered by 
the conſtant fire from their batteries, and ſuf- 
fering a very .galling one oſ grape from the 
fort. Great anxiety pervaded the Engliſh 
troops for a quarter of an hour, till they ſaw 
their colours hoiſted on the ramparts, Loud 
.acclamations of joy then reſounded from all 
parts, and the breaſt of every Britiſh ſoldier was 
fired with enthuſiaſm. The enemy ſoon aban- 
doned the ramparts, after the Engliſh had 
reached them: in about half an hour, the fire 
in the fort had entirely ceaſed, and the Britiſh 
flag was triumphantly diſplayed in every part 
of it, 

Soon 


3 
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Soon after the ſtorm, 300 grenadiers ruſhed 
into the palace, and were about to plunder it, 
when they were called off. "Thoſe inſide im- 
mediately ſhut the gates, and the 33d regiment, 


/ 


and a native corps drew up in front. At this 
critical time, Tippoo Sultaun with his Sultana, 
ſons, treaſure, &c, were all in the palace. A 
little before the attack Tippoo had been mak- 
ing merry with his family ; and by the cheerful- 


nels of his countenance, ſeemed to bid defiance 
to his adverſaries, Major Allan now coming 
up with a flag of truce from General Baird, 
after explaining to thoſe who were in the bal- 
cony, that no violence ſhould be offered, deſir- 
cd the Sultaun to be called. They replied that 
he was wounded: that they did not know whe- 
ther he was in the-palace or not, but that they 
would look for him. After much delay it was 
ſuſpected that this was only a pretence to give 
him time to make his eſcape ; upon which the 
general ordered a {1x-pounder to be brought in 
tront of the gate, and told them that if the Sul- 
taun did not immediatsly make his appearance, 
he would burſt it open. They then poſitively 
declared, he was not in the palace, but that 
A his ſos would come out immediately, They 


=—_ 
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waited again for ſome time, but the ſons not 
making their apppearance, Major Allan carry- 
ing the flag of truce, and accompanied by two 
other officers, went in and returned in about 
half an hour with the two princes, who, though 
they ſeemed to hide their depreſſion of ſpirits, 
could not but manifeſt that they felt their ſitu- 
ation. Being aſked what ſervants ſhould attend 
them to the camp, they very nobly replied, 
«. that they had now no right to order:“ and 
when the general told them that they had only 
to name the perſons whom they wiſhed for, 
and that they ſhould inſtantly accompany them, 
the younger ſaid, with a tear ſtarting in his 
ye, We could have called for many this 
morning, but now, I fear, there are but few 
remaining.“ 

General Baird, who behaved to them with 
much kindneſs, gave them in charge to Major 
Agnew, who conveyed them in palanquins to 
Head Quarters. | 
It being now near ſun-ſet, every one was 
defirous to ſecure, if poſſible, the Myſorean 
chief. After much enquiry, they found a per- 
fon, who ſeemed to be a man of conſequence, 
but his name was unknown. He ſaid that Tip- 


poo 
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poo Sultaun had been killed in endeavouring to 
eſcape, This man was immediately ſeized, 
and threatened with immediate death, if he did 
not ſhow the place, Accordingly, he led the 
way to a kind of gateway, leading to a bridge 
acroſs the ditch : there, in a place about four 
feet wide, and twelve feet long, were upwards 
of 70 dead bodies, and Tippoo's palanquin ap- 
peared in the midſt of them. Immediate 
ſearch was then made for his body, but ſo nu- 

merous were the {lain, that it was a full hour 
before he was diſcovered, T he unfortunate 
Tippoo had received a ſhot in his arm at the 
time of the ſtorm ; for he was himſelf on the 

_ ramparts : aſter this, in endeavouring to inake 
his eſcape, he was met by a party of Europeans, 

_ who wounded him in the fide with a bayonet : 
he had alſo received a ſhot in the temple, which 
put an end to his exiſtence, The body was re- 
cognized by his relatives, and ſome of the pa- 
lanquin- boys, and was ſtill warm when diſcovered. 
He had his ſabre clenched faſt in his hand. 

The Nizam's troops diſcovered great plea- 
ſure, indeed ſavage ſatisfaction, when the body 
was expoled to view; but the Engliſh obſerved 

the utmoſt order and decorum, Such a ſpeedy 
L 2 termination 
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termination to the war not being expected, the 
former cried with exulting voices, Seringapa- | 
tam 1s taken—the tyrant is dead—his ſons and 
family are priſoners, and all his treaſure is at our 
diſpoſal.” General Harris iſſued orders to 
ſuppreſs their impetuoſity. 

The ſurrender of this ſtrong fort, at ſuch a 


critical time, was particularly fortunate; for 


the army had only three days grain remaining. 
When the news was announced at Madras, a 
general and brilliant illumination took place. 
Two days prior to the capture of Seringapa- 
tam, Tippoo held a durbar (or council) at- 
tended by all his chiefs, who adviſed him to cede 
more territory to his beſiegers, and the payment 
of a large ſum of money; but Tippoo, ſeeing 


that his adverſaries had already one half of his 


dominions, ſtrenuouſly oppoſed the meaſure, . 


and diſmiſſed the council, | 
Tippoo Sultaun was rather above the middle. 


ſize, ſtout, corpulent, and well made. He. 
dreſſed rather plain, and his head was ſhaved 


cloſe. He was in his 51ſt year when killed, 
and was interred, agreeable to the ſupplication 


of his family, on the left ſide of his father, in 
Laul 
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Laul Baug, with all the ceremonies and honors 
of the place. 

His will, and the treaty concluded between 
him and the French Directory, were found in 
the Palace. The latter was encloſed in an ele- 
gant little box, which was very remarkable, as 
it diſcovered the ſanguine hopes entertained by 
the deceaſed chief of the ſucceſs of the hoſtile 
plans againſt the Britiſh government. | 

Many of Tippoo's chiefs were ſlain, parti- 
cularly Syed Skeb, Meer Saduc, Syed Kofar, 
&. His brother Kerim Saheb ſought refuge 
with Meer Allum Behauder. 

Tippoo's ſons, though ſuſpected at firſt of 
diſſimulation, behaved with the utmoſt candour 
and ſincerity. They did not know of their fa- 
ther's death, and were abſolutely looking for 
him as they ſaid, They made no heſitation in 
ſurrendering themſelves to General Harris, tho? 
their reſiſtance at firſt was vigorous. Recollect- 
ing the kind treatment they had experienced from 
Lord Cornwallis, they doubted not but they 
ſhould now meet. with equal civility. The two 
firſt captive ſons ſent to their three brothers, 
and ſtrictly enjoined. them to follow their ex- 
ample, 

The 
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The news Ipo s death filled all the 


ladies of the Zenanna with the utmoſt conſter- 
nation; not on account of any partiality for the 
chief, but through an apprehenſion of what fre- 
quently attends conqueſts in theſe countries; 
for the natives of India, in all their victories, 
never paid that reſpe ct which is due to the fe- 
male ſex. Theſe apprehenſions were however 
faon removed, by the politeneſs of the Britiſh 
commander, who ſent a flag, immediately after 
the ſurrender of the place, to aflure them of his 
protection. His attention to the Sultana, whoſe 
ſorrow on this occaſion was truly ſincere, does 
him equal credit. 

This lady is delicately formed, and the lines 
of her face fo regular and placid, that a phyſi- 
ognomiſt would have had little difficulty to pro- 
nounce her of a tranquil and amiable temper ; 
her dreſs was generally a robe of white mullin, 

ſpotted with ſilver, and round her neck rows of 
beautiful pearls, from which hung a paſtagon, 
conſiſting of an emerald and a ruby of conſide- 
Table ſize, ſurrounded with a profuſion of bril- 
Hants, She is about twenty years of age, and 
for a complete form, and captivating appear- 
ance, rivalled all Myſore, 

5 Among 
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Among the poor priſoners who had ſuf- 


fered long confinement in a dark dungeon, was. 


a deſcendant of the Hindoo King of Myſore, 
whom Hyder Ally dethroned, There were ſe- 
veral Britiſh officers, ſuppoſed dead, who were 
found ſtil] living in theſe dungeons, 

General Baird, who had now taken an aQive 
part in defeating the tyrant, had formerly ſuf- 
fered three years confinement in this priſon, 
during which time he was loaded with irons 
and experienced the moſt cruel treatment. 

Conſidering the magnitude of this enterpriſe, 
our loſs was inconſiderable, but that of the ene- 
my was very great. One thouſand were made 
priſoners, and about the ſame number killed. 
Upwards of three millions of treaſure were 
found in the Palace. | 

Mangalore is to be added to the Britiſh terri- 
tory in India; a circumſtance not more impor- 
tant in the benefit it will render to our com- 
merce and marine, than in depriving the ene- 
wy of a port in which they found protection 
and relief, 

The partition of the treaſures and other ſpoils 
of Seringapatam 1s thus arranged : The arms 
and military ſtores are to be given to the King; 
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one clear moicty of all the other produce to tie 
beſieging troops, and the other moiety to the 
Eaſt” India Company. In Lord Cornwallis's- 
Expedition. againſt the Myſore country, the 
Company. ceded their portion of the booty to 
the brave captors ; but ſo great are the ſpoils at 
preſent, that it is thought the above ſhare will 
amply compenſate their fervices, though emis»; 
nent in the greateſt degree. 

The ſtandard of Myſore was ſent by General 
Harris to Fort William; it is of light green, 


ilk, with a red hand repreſented in the middle, 
and was never hoiſted but on the Palace 1 in Se- 


ringapatam. . 

This Hiſtory cannot be edel better than 
by quoting the ſingular and jult cataſtrophe; 
which was predicted of this tyrant ſome years; 
ago by an eminent writer: „He would con- 


tinue to advance till he came to a point from: 


which tliere was no receding; and then, like a 


ſtag at bay, he would terminate his career of 
deſpotiſm, ctochiy, and oppreſſion.“ 


2 
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FINIS. 


Arx, Printer, Paternoſter-Row. 


